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Series: “I’m Glad You Asked!” 
Questions about Death and Eternity 

 
INTRODUCTION 
We’re going to begin our series of tough questions this morning with some matters that are 
very close to the heart. Particularly, we are going to talk about some questions regarding death 
and the afterlife.  
 
For the believer, death isn’t to be feared. It is the doorway to our Heavenly home. 
READ Hebrews 9:27-28. 
This is WONDERFUL news for the believer. But, there are four types of deaths that leave some 
with serious questions. Here are the four questions we will consider: 
 
1. When the unborn die, where do they go? (This is a question that particularly women have 
struggled with. A life was growing inside of them and then they were left emotionally scarred 
when they realized that the life inside of them had died. Where did that precious life go?) 
 
2. When children die, where do they go? (This question is usually asked by grieving parents or 
grandparents who have lost their precious little son or daughter, or grandson or granddaughter. 
Are they in Heaven even if they never asked Jesus to save them?) 
 
3. When someone commits suicide, where do they go? (This question is typically asked by a 
loved one or friend who is not only grappling with unspeakable grief but also an enormous 
mixed bag of emotions. Grappling with sadness, anxiety, regret, guilt, anger, and so much more, 
the loved one wonders if the act of self-murder consigned them to Hell forever.) 
 
4. When folks die who have never heard the Gospel, where do they go? (This question about 
death and eternity is usually asked by those who grapple with the issue of justice. Is it fair that 
someone who has never heard the Gospel will be sent to Hell? Aren’t they given a pass?) 
 
I believe that these questions are similar enough that they need to be addressed at the same 
time. Yet, as I address each of them, you may still have questions at the conclusion of the 
sermon. Send those questions to me and I will try to address them. 
 
To answer these four questions, we must begin with the very basics… 
1. What is the Gospel? 

a. Gospel: Jesus died, was buried, and rose again so that anyone who puts their faith in Him 
can be forgiven and saved from God’s coming wrath. 
1) The offense of the Gospel is that we are all guilty. We have lied, lusted, been angry, 

stolen, refused to forgive, and so much more that demonstrates sufficiently that we 
have broken God’s moral laws. 

2) Yet, anyone who acknowledges their sin and guilt and falls at the mercy of the court 
will find grace and forgiveness. 
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3) John 3:16 (ESV) “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.” 

4) So, it’s BELIEF! We transfer our trust from ourselves to Him to make us right. 
b. But, therein lies the problem. 

1) If BELIEF is how we are saved, what about the unborn that didn’t believe? What about 
little children who lack the mental capacity to believe? What about those who have 
never heard the Gospel so that they cannot believe in what they don’t know? 

2) This problem is compounded when we look at the following verses: 
3) John 3:18 (ESV) “Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not 

believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only 
Son of God.” 

4) This brings up another problem. We are not born innocent and then go bad. We are 
born sinners. We are born “condemned.” We are born guilty. We sin because we are 
born a sinner.  
a) You don’t have to teach a baby to be self-centered.  
b) You don’t have to teach a child to say, “Mine!,” as he’s yanking a toy away from 

another child.  
c) They are sinners. And the Bible says that those who don’t believe are condemned. 

So, let’s look at how the Gospel is applied… 
2. How is the Gospel applied? 

a. Those who trust in Jesus 
1) This is where many of us fit in.  

a) There was a time in your life when you recognized that you stood guilty before a 
holy God. You knew that Jesus died for you. You repented (turned your back on sin 
and self-rule) and put your trust in Him and what He did for you on the cross. In 
that moment, your sin debt was wiped clean and you were declared righteous by 
Jesus. You were saved! 

b) This is the norm. Everyone who is saved has experienced this. 
2) Those who commit self-murder (suicide) 

a) When someone commits suicide, where do they go? 
b) If you are struggling with thoughts of suicide or you know of someone who is 

struggling with depression, PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE, get help. Come talk to me. Talk 
to someone! We’ll find help for you. From my vantage point now, I realize that 
when I was struggling with depression that my thinking was completed distorted. I 
wasn’t thinking clearly and so are those who are contemplating suicide. They are 
saturated with hopelessness and they need someone to come alongside and help. 
So, PLEASE, get help if you are struggling with this issue. 

c) Now, to the question: There are some folks who believe that suicide consigns you to 
hell.  

d) Why? Because suicide is a horrible sin. It is the sin of murder; self-murder. And 
some people believe that if you commit a sin big enough, you can lose your 
salvation. 

e) So, the question is: Can I lose my salvation? 
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f) John 10:27-29 “27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 
28 I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them 
out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no 
one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand.” 

g) More verses on eternal security: John 3:16; John 6:39; Ephesians 4:30; Hebrews 
7:25; etc. 

h) So, when some folks believe that suicide consigns you to Hell, they are operating 
from a point of view that says that if you are saved, you can lose it if you sin too 
much. In their eyes, suicide is a sin that is so big that it pushes you over the edge 
and you lose your salvation. 

i) Friend, when you get saved, God legally forgives you of every single sin (past, 
present, and future) and you will never, ever perish. If someone is truly saved and 
they take their own life, then they will open their eyes in Heaven. But, they will 
have entered their eternal home ill-timed.  

j) But, let’s be clear. Suicide is a sin. It’s a horrible sin. Those who contemplate it are 
going through an unimaginably difficult time and their thinking is distorted. Those 
they leave behind will struggle with grief, regret, anger, and so much more for the 
rest of their life. So, if you ever think these sorts of thoughts, please seek out help. 

b. Those unable to trust in Jesus 
1) Children 

a) Typically, we talk about the “age of accountability.” We say that if a child dies 
before that age, then they go to be with the Lord in Heaven. 

b) First of all, that phrase never appears in Scripture. That does not necessarily 
discredit what we mean when we use it – it simply means we are using terminology 
not used in Scripture. 

c) What we MEAN by that phrase is that the child is not yet able to understand the 
Gospel. Even if they were to be told about Jesus and a God who loves them but 
must punish sinners, it wouldn’t make sense to them. Therefore, we do not believe 
that God holds children responsible for what they cannot understand. 

d) One place we look for this understanding is in Mark 10:13-16. 
e) Mark 10:13–16 “13 And they were bringing children to him that he might touch 

them, and the disciples rebuked them. 14 But when Jesus saw it, he was indignant 
and said to them, “Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such 
belongs the kingdom of God. 15 Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the 
kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.” 16 And he took them in his arms and 
blessed them, laying his hands on them.” 

f) Many of these children were too young to exercise personal faith in Jesus. So, it was 
within God’s grace to give them a status in the Kingdom of Heaven until the time 
that they could understand and therefore be personally responsible. 

g) If you want to dig deeper into this and find comfort in this truth, consider reading 
John MacArthur’s book, “Safe in the Arms of God: Truth from Heaven About the 
Death of a Child.” 
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h) In a time of deep sorrow such as this, we don’t need whimsical answers. We want 
to know what God has said about it. John’s book is a wonderful, biblical, comforting 
resource. 

2) The unborn 
a) When a baby dies in utero, a Dad and Mom are left to grieve. They had fallen in love 

with a baby that they had never met … and the deep sorrow is real. 
b) So, where is that unborn child? Did it go to Heaven? 
c) Given the verses from the previous point, the unborn obviously cannot understand 

the Gospel? But, are they simply a mass of cells or are they a life? 
d) The question we ask is: When does the fertilized egg become a living soul? 
e) To answer to that question is found, among many other places, in Psalm 139. 
f) Psalm 139 tells us about the 3 omni’s of God. God’s omniscience (He knows all 

things) Psalm 139:1-6; God’s omnipresence / Psalm 139:7-12; God’s omnipotence / 
Psalm 139:13-16. 

g) As we read Psalm 139:13-16, notice how the Psalmist refers to his embryonic body 
in his mother’s womb. He doesn’t refer to it as a lifeless mass that would one day 
be connected to his soul. No! He refers to that body as HIM! Clearly, he saw that life 
began at conception. 

h) READ Psalm 139:13-16. 
i) So, Jesus-followers believe that life begins at conception, not birth. That life 

growing inside the mother’s womb is just that – a LIFE that will spend eternity 
somewhere. So, what happens if that unborn baby dies in its mother’s womb? 

j) The same principle that applied to children applies to the unborn. God, in His grace, 
makes a special provision for those who cannot understand the Gospel if it were 
given to them. 

3) Mentally challenged 
a) I believe the same principle applies even to those who have been born and grown 

past “the age of accountability” and yet cannot understand the Gospel. 
b) It would seem clear to me that they fit within the special provision offered by a 

gracious God. God will not hold someone accountability for what they were 
incapable of understanding.  

3. Those who never hear the Gospel 
a. What about those who grow to adulthood but never hear about Jesus? They never hear 

about the cross? They are at the age that they could understand the Gospel and either 
accept it or reject it … but they never hear about it. 

b. The question here is: Is God playing fair if He sends them to Hell? 
1) Well, do people know that there is a God? (We will deal with this in-depth next week.) 
2) Read Romans 1:18-21. 
3) Clearly, these verses state that the evidence for God is everywhere. But, many don’t 

want to truly know Him so they suppress their knowledge of Him. Why? Primarily for 
moral reasons. They realize that there would be moral expectations if God exists. 

4) But, is this enough to save someone? NO! Nature tells us that there is a God but it 
doesn’t tell us about the Gospel.  
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5) In order for someone to hear, understand, and receive the Gospel, someone must tell 
them! 
a) READ Romans 10:13-14,17 
b) Clearly, we see that people are responsible before God. They have come to a place 

where they can understand the Gospel and receive or reject it. But, they need 
someone to tell them! 

6) Friends, if people who never heard the Gospel went to Heaven, then we ought to keep 
it a secret. Don’t tell ANYONE! Why? Because if they hear it, then they are responsible 
for it. Using this flawed logic, if they never hear it, they go to Heaven. 

7) But, this isn’t true. This is why the Apostle Paul was a tireless missionary telling people 
about Jesus. He knew that they needed to hear about Jesus so that they could choose 
to believe. 

8) Some would sit back and say, “It’s not fair that God sends people to Hell who have 
never heard the Gospel.” 

9) God could easily tell us, “It’s not fair that I have given the Good News of the Gospel 
and you aren’t telling them about it. 
a) Matthew 28:18–20 “18 And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven 

and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I 
am with you always, to the end of the age.’” 

 
CONCLUSION 
So, we have looked at the Gospel and considered some tough questions about death and 
eternity. 
 
But, let me ask you a tough question: “Are you ready to walk through death’s door?”… 
(Gospel Presentation) 
 
 


