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“Can I Trust My Bible?” (Part 1) 
John 17:17 

 
INTRODUCTION 
As we have previously dealt with issues of death and eternity, with whether there is evidence 
for God’s existence and for Jesus’ resurrection, we have continually come back to the Bible for 
the answers. 
 
This morning, let’s ask the question: “Can I Trust My Bible?” If we keep coming back to it, are 
we absolutely certain that it is trustworthy? And if so, how? 
 
There has never been a shortage of people who have wanted to undermine the Bible. In fact, 
this tendency goes all the way back to the Garden of Eden when Satan tried to get Eve to doubt 
God’s Word. 
 
Genesis 3:1 “Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD 
God had made. He said to the woman, ‘Did God actually say, “You shall not eat of any tree in 
the garden”?’” 
 
As we appeal to God’s Word and see it as our final and ultimate source of what we believe and 
how we act, we need to determine if God actually said it. If He didn’t, we need to toss our 
Bibles out. If He DID, then it is the greatest BOOK ever written and demands our time and 
attention. 
 
After all, Jesus said that God’s Word “is truth” (John 17:17). Jesus claimed that God’s Word is 
the standard against which all other truth gets measured. Let’s see that it is exactly what Jesus 
said and we can certainly put our trust in it. 
 
1. How do we know that our contemporary Bibles are accurate? 

a. Before we dig into the actual Bible and see what it says about itself, we need to 
understand that what we’ve got in our hands is reliable. That is a HUGE claim! 
1) After all, the most recent writer, the Apostle John, wrote the book of Revelation a 

little over 1,900 years ago.  
2) Moses wrote the first 5 books of the Old Testament over 3,400 years ago!  
3) It’s thought that the book of Job was written even earlier than that! 
4) That’s a long time.  

b. How can we be sure that what we hold in our hands is what they wrote? 
1) Old Testament: 

a) The Dead Sea Scrolls were found in caves along the NW shore of the Dead Sea 
between 1946-1956. Up to this time, the earliest Hebrews texts of what we call the 
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Old Testament dated to about AD 1,008.1 There were 230 Old Testament 
manuscripts found.2 But, the Dead Sea Scrolls dates back to around 250 BC to AD 
70. 

b) The Big Question: How much had the Hebrew text changed in those 1,000 years? 
c) It was amazing that there were only minor discrepancies. 
d) This goes along with what Joseph, the 1st century Jewish historian said: “We have 

given practical proof of our reverence for our own Scriptures. For, although such 
long ages have now passed, no one has ventured either to add, or to remove, or to 
alter a syllable; and it is an instinct with every Jew from the day of his birth to 
regard them as the decrees of God, to abide by them, and, if need be, cheerfully die 
for them.” (“Flavius Josephus Against Apion,” in Josephus, Complete Works, 
translated by William Whiston, Grand Rapids, Kregel Pub., 1960, p. 179, 180). 

2) The New Testament: 
a) Anyone ever heard of Plato? He lived and wrote in the 4th & 5th century BC and the 

oldest manuscripts we have of his work dates to 1,200 years after he wrote it. And 
we only have 7 manuscripts.  

b) Anyone ever heard of Aristotle? He lived and wrote in the 4th century BC and the 
oldest manuscripts we have of his work dates to 1,400 years after he wrote it. And 
we only have 49 manuscripts. 

c) Anyone here ever had to read Homer’s Iliad in school? He wrote in 900 BC and the 
oldest manuscript we have of his work dates to 500 years after he wrote it. We 
have 643 manuscripts. 

d) Anyone here ever heard of the New Testament? It was written in the first century 
AD and the oldest manuscript we have dates back to less than 100 years after it was 
written. Oh, and by the way, we have around 5,600 manuscripts3 … and that 
number continues to grow. 

e) The benefit is that these manuscripts can be compared to each other to determine 
what is the oldest reading, what was the most accurate, and so forth.  

c. So, with all of the manuscripts that we have, we are assured that God has seen fit to 
preserve and protect His Word through the ages. 

2. Who wrote the Bible? 
a. We often buy books based upon who wrote them. 

1) If you browse through a bookstore or look through digital books online for one to 
purchase, your choice is probably going to be determined, to a great extent, by who 
wrote it. 

2) I’ve browsed the Religion aisle before at bookstores. As I look at each book, I recognize 
some of the authors and know them to be incredibly enjoyable to read and very 
trustworthy. But, there are other authors whose name on the book guarantees that I 
will never buy it. Their belief system is distorted and I don’t trust them. 

                                                           
1 https://www.josh.org/resources/apologetics/answering-skeptics-
detail/?id=869&mot=J79GNF&gclid=Cj0KCQjwtZzWBRD2ARIsAIPenY3o1fY4W5Cfp8QSLjH5J4wacYaYCmCmbgUeYH
cqmyy-hBYvOBXI7i0aAt0zEALw_wcB 
2 https://www.deadseascrolls.org.il/learn-about-the-scrolls/introduction 
3 https://carm.org/manuscript-evidence 
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b.  It’s the same way when we come to the Bible. We want to know who wrote it so that we 
can determine if it is trustworthy. 

c. So, who wrote the Bible? 
1) Roughly 40 men wrote it and they wrote it over a period of almost 1,500 years.  

a) Some of the books in the Bible give us the author’s name.  
b) The early church verified these authors and passed that information down to us.  
c) A good study Bible will typically have the topic of authorship before each biblical 

book and speak to who wrote the book and the reasons for our certainty of the 
authorship. 

2) But, God is ultimately the author? 2 Timothy 3:16 “All Scripture is breathed out by 
God …” 

d. So, how did this dual-authorship work? 
1) In 2 Peter 1, the Apostle Peter is talking about being around Jesus and confirming that 

He really was God in the flesh. Then, Peter said that the Old Testament prophets 
(writers who spoke God’s words) also spoke authoritatively about the coming Messiah. 
Listen to how the Old Testament writers were able to speak and write for God…  
a) 2 Peter 1:20–21 “20 knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes 

from someone’s own interpretation (“loosing”). 21 For no prophecy was ever 
produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along 
by the Holy Spirit.” 

b) The words of God weren’t something that were simply “loosed” (fabricated) by the 
prophets. If they were true prophets and they spoke and wrote what would 
become Scripture, their words were “carried along by the Holy Spirit.” 

c) We do not believe they were in a trance. They used their own vocabulary and 
writings styles. Yet, in some way, they were speaking God’s Words and the Holy 
Spirit led them to speak or write those words. 

2) In fact, God’s Spirit was moving the Old Testament prophets / writers (and by 
implication the New Testament writers) in such a way that they knew something was 
happening that was unusual. While they used their own vocabulary and grammar, they 
realized that God was speaking through them. 
a) 1 Peter 1:10-11 (NLT) “10 This salvation was something even the prophets wanted to 

know more about when they prophesied about this gracious salvation prepared for 
you. 11 They wondered what time or situation the Spirit of Christ within them was 
talking about when he told them in advance about Christ’s suffering and his great 
glory afterward.” 

b) Did you hear that?! The prophets would sense God’s Spirit speaking something or 
writing something through them. After they said it or wrote it down, they went 
back to study what they said to see if it provided any clues on when Christ was 
coming. 

e. So, God’s Spirit spoke through them to compile His Word. Which leads us to the next 
question… 

3. Were there any errors in the original writings? 
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a. We believe in the inerrancy of Scripture. In his book, Systematic Theology, Wayne 
Grudem defines inerrancy this way: “The inerrancy of Scripture means that Scripture in 
the original manuscripts does not affirm anything that is contrary to fact.” 
1) For instance, if the Bible said that the world was flat and we came to realize that the 

world was actually round, the Bible would be in error. 
a) And, by the way, Isaiah 40:22 tells us about “the circle of the earth.” 

2) If the Bible said that the earth sat on the back of an elephant or on Atlas’ shoulders 
and we came to realize that it was suspended in space, it would be in error. 
a) And, by the way, Job 26:7 tells us that God “hung the earth on nothing.” 

3) On and on we could go about scientific statements, or theological statements, or 
ethical statements or whatever. When the Bible speaks, it is without error. 

b. We believe the Bible is without error… 
1) Because it’s claims continue to be shown to be true. 

a) We celebrate progress in science or archaeology or whatever. 
b) We don’t worry and fret that those sorts of things will reveal error in Scripture. No! 

With confidence and curiosity, we await the next evidence that demonstrates once 
again the truthfulness and power of the Book we hold in our hands. 

2) But, even more importantly, we believe it is without error because the God who 
wrote it cannot lie. 
a) 2 Samuel 7:28 “And now, O Lord GOD, you are God, and your words are true…” 
b) Titus 1:2 “… God, who never lies …” 
c) Hebrews 6:18 “… it is impossible for God to lie …” 

c. So, by virtue of the fact that we believe God is the ultimate author of Scripture, and 
convinced of the fact that He cannot lie, the only logical conclusion would be to believe 
that the original writings were flawless. “The original manuscripts (do) not affirm anything 
that is contrary to fact.” 

d. Now, can errors be made by those who copied the original writings. Of course! But, as we 
talked about the numerous manuscripts, we realize that even then God has wonderfully 
preserved His Word. 

 
CONCLUSION 
 
Three applications: 
Spend time each day reading and reflecting on God’s Word. 
Make the necessary adjustments. 
Write down one or two verses, take them with you, and reflect on them. 
 
 


