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“Can I Trust My Bible?” (Part 2) 
John 17:17 

 
INTRODUCTION 
Last summer, I went with my family and some folks from Westside out to Denver, Colorado. For 
a week, we served with Calvary Denver Church. On Friday morning, we all separated as my 
family headed west over the Rocky Mountains. I had heard that it was desolate out west but I 
never realized just how desolate until we took that trip. We spent the night in a small town in 
SE Utah called Green River. The next morning, we got up and saw a sign as we were getting 
onto Interstate 70: “No Services Next 107 Miles.” They weren’t kidding. No towns. No gas 
stations. No houses. No convenience store with a restroom. Nothing! If your gas tank was too 
empty or your bladder was too full, tough luck. If you developed engine trouble, you’re in a big 
mess because there’s not much cell phone coverage either. You would have to fully trust your 
vehicle and your GPS before you would go on that stretch of interstate! 
 
Christian, that’s kind of like life. There can be long stretches of life when it gets tough. Maybe 
temptation keeps knocking you down. Or life’s difficulties leave you worn out. We need 
something that is true … something that we can trust. The engine is the Holy Spirit within us, 
empowering us to live in a way that is pleasing to God. The GPS, the map that is getting us to 
where we need to go (Christlikeness), is our Bible. But, can we trust it? 
 
Jesus had this to say about our Bibles: “Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.” (John 
17:17) Let’s investigate that truth claim this morning. In the last sermon, we asked the 
question, “Can I Trust My Bible?” We asked three questions last week and answered them as 
we realized that there is sufficient proof that our Bibles are true and trustworthy. This morning, 
let’s finish with answering two final questions. 
 
1. How do we know that our contemporary Bibles are accurate? 
2. Who wrote the Bible? 
3. Were there any errors in the original writings? 
4. When was a document considered to be God’s Word? 

a. Old Testament 
1) The question is: “When was the Old Testament considered to be the sacred writings of 

the Jews?” 
2) If you wanted to do your own research, there is plenty on this. But, the simple answer 

is that the Jews had determined what books were in their sacred writings by the time 
Jesus walked the earth. The final books in their “canon” was written about 400 years 
before Christ (Haggai, Zachariah, Malachi, Ezra, Nehemiah, & Esther). 

3) Jesus validated the Old Testament Scriptures: 
a) Jesus never debated the books that were in the Jewish sacred Scriptures. Instead, 

He validated them. 
b) In the upper room as he was about to be betrayed and crucified, He spoke to His 

disciples in Luke 24:44. “Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to 
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you while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses 
and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.’” 

c) The Old Testament Scriptures were ordered differently than our order. They were 
split into three different sections: The Law, The Prophets, and The Writings. 

d) So, Jesus even recognized how they were organized, citing Psalms as the longest of 
the books in “The Writings” to represent those books. 

4) Now listen to the weight and authority that Jesus and the New Testament writers 
ascribed to the Old Testament. (The word, “Scripture,” is used 51 times in the New 
Testament and every time is refers to the Old Testament.) 
a) Jesus said in John 7:38 “Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of 

his heart will flow rivers of living water.’ ” 
b) Acts 17:2 “And Paul went in, as was his custom, and on three Sabbath days he 

reasoned with them from the Scriptures,” 
c) Romans 1:1–2 “Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for 

the gospel of God, which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy 
Scriptures,” 

d) 2 Timothy 3:16–17 “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God 
may be complete, equipped for every good work.” 

5) So, the books that made up the Old Testament Scriptures were agreed upon and 
settled about 400 years before Jesus walked the earth and they were seen to be 
authoritative. 

b. New Testament 
1) “In A.D. 367 the Thirty-ninth Paschal Letter of Athanasius contained an exact list of the 

twenty-seven New Testament books we have today. This was the list of books 
accepted by the churches in the eastern part of the Mediterranean world. Thirty years 
later, in A.D. 397, the Council of Carthage, representing the churches in the western 
part of the Mediterranean world, agreed with the eastern churches on the same list. 
These are the earliest final lists of our present-day canon.”1 

2) IMPORTANT: the early church had no authority to make something Scripture.  
a) As letters and books were being written by first century Apostles and those close to 

them, these church counsels had no right to make a writing “Scripture.”  
b) They could only recognize whether or not God had already determined something 

to be Scripture.  
c) I can look at this chair and say, “You know, I’m going to say this is a pitcher of 

water.” But, that doesn’t make it a pitcher of water. The best thing I can do is 
identify what it is and then call it what it is. 

d) They didn’t look at the Gospel of Matthew and say, “Hmm. That looks like a good 
book. We’ll make it Scripture.” Nope! They looked at the Gospel of Matthew and 
recognized that it was already Scripture. So, they treated it that way. 

                                                           
1 Grudem, Wayne A.; Grudem, Wayne A.. Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine (p. 64). 
Zondervan. Kindle Edition. 
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3) Did the church wait until the 4th century to recognize New Testament writings as 
Scripture? Nope! 
a) 2 Peter 3:15–16 “15 And count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our 

beloved brother Paul also wrote to you according to the wisdom given him, 16 as he 
does in all his letters when he speaks in them of these matters. There are some 
things in them that are hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist 
to their own destruction, as they do the other Scriptures.” 

b) Clearly, Peter equated Paul’s writings as authoritative as the accepted Old 
Testament writings. 

c) 1 Timothy 5:17-18 “17 Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double 
honor, especially those who labor in preaching and teaching. 18 For the Scripture 
says, ‘You shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out the grain,’ and, ‘The laborer 
deserves his wages.’” 

d) The first quote is from Deuteronomy 25:4; the second is from … Luke 10:7. 
e) Luke 10:7 “And remain in the same house, eating and drinking what they provide, 

for the laborer deserves his wages. Do not go from house to house.” 
f) Clearly, Paul received Luke’s Gospel as Scripture. 

4) Criteria 
a) It had to be written by an apostle (an eye-witness of Jesus) or someone who was 

closely connected to an eye-witness. 
b) And it had to match up with the rest of known Scripture. 
c) Acts 17:11 “Now these Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica; they 

received the word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if these 
things were so.” 

d) This is how the church came to identify something and receive it as Scripture. 
e) So, when the future church councils met to solidify what we presently call our 

Bibles, they weren’t meeting to determine what they were going to make 
“Scripture.” They were gathering to affirm what the early church had already come 
to recognize as Scripture. The Bible had already been formed – they just formally 
agreed upon it. 

5. How do we know that we have the accurate Bible (no more and no less)? 
a. We have 66 books in our Bible. 

1) Is it possible that there are books that are missing? 
2) Is it possible that a book slipped into the Bible that shouldn’t be there? 
3) How do we know that we have the PERFECT NUMBER? 

b. There are quite a few books mentioned in the Old Testament that we don’t have. 
c. Letters mentioned in the New Testament that we don’t have. 

1) We don’t have 1 Corinthians. 
a) You may say, “Uh, preacher, yes we do.” 
b) 1 Corinthians 5:9 “I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral 

people—” 
c) 1 Corinthians is really 2 Corinthians. 

2) We also don’t have the letter to the Laodiceans. 
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a) Colossians 4:15–16 “15 Give my greetings to the brothers at Laodicea, and to 
Nympha and the church in her house. 16 And when this letter has been read among 
you, have it also read in the church of the Laodiceans; and see that you also read 
the letter from Laodicea.” 

3) From this, we learn that the early church did not see fit to allow these other books to 
be preserved. God, Himself, who was the ultimate author of Scripture, did not allow 
these books to be passed down to us. You see, the men who wrote Scripture were 
flawed. It was only the limited books that God wrote through them that are errorless 
and are worthy of the title “Scripture.” The other writings didn’t make the cut. If we 
found them, we would not add them to the Bible – they aren’t “Scripture.” 

d. What about the apocrypha – those 13 books in between the Old and New Testament? 
1) Josephus (born c. A.D. 37/ 38): “From Artaxerxes (reigned Persia 465-425 BC) to our 

own times a complete history has been written, but has not been deemed worthy of 
equal credit with the earlier records, because of the failure of the exact succession of 
the prophets” (Against Apion 1.41). 

2) There is a boatload of evidence that has been passed down to us from the early church 
fathers who rejected the apocrypha as Scripture.2 “It was not until 1546, at the Council 
of Trent, that the Roman Catholic Church officially declared the Apocrypha to be part 
of the canon (with the exception of 1 and 2 Esdras and the Prayer of Manasseh).”3 

e. What about the other 1st and 2nd century writings? 
1) The Gospel According to Mary Magdalene 
2) The Gospel According to Philip 
3) Gospel of Thomas 

a) Listen to how this book ends: 
b) “Simon Peter said to them: ‘Let Mary go away from us, for women are not worthy 

of life.’ Jesus said: ‘Lo, I shall lead her, so that I may make her a male, that she too 
may become a living spirit, resembling you males. For every woman who makes 
herself a male will enter the kingdom of heaven.’” 

4) It is easy to see how these books never made it into Scripture. 
 
Conclusion 
As we have considered the trustworthiness of our Bibles, it’s been purely cognitive. Let’s now 
aim at the heart. 
 
Baseball season is well underway. Let’s imagine that you went to a St. Louis Cardinals game. 
Let’s further imagine that you went knowing that the team this year was made up of half-
hearted players. They just weren’t into it. Rumor had it that they goofed off quite a bit in Spring 
Training. At the game, you noticed that when the ball was hit to them, they trotted toward the 
ball and let it get past them most times. When they were at the plate, they only gave a half-
hearted swing and struck out most of the time. What do you think their season would be like? 

                                                           
2 “A Ready Defense” (p. 40). 
3 Grudem, Wayne A.; Grudem, Wayne A.. Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine (p. 59). 
Zondervan. Kindle Edition. 
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Would you continue to go and watch those half-hearted players? 
 
If the Scripture is what we believe it is, then it demands our full allegiance. Not just half-
hearted, it demands that they give it our whole heart to read it, learn it, and obey it. 
 
Where are the Jesus-followers who are convinced of the authority of God’s Word? 
Where are the Jesus-followers who will take responsibility for themselves and spend time each 
day giving their whole-heart to mastering and obeying God’s Word? 
Where are the Jesus-followers who will be unafraid to live out the truths of Scripture when it 
goes against the way the world around them lives? 
 
Folks, we are living in an age of spiritual apathy. People who believe they are on their way to 
Heaven let reality tv and the world around them shape their belief system as they let their 
Bibles collect dust.  
IF THIS IS THE WORD OF GOD, IT DEMANDS OUR WHOLE HEART AND FULL ALLEGIANCE.  
Will you whole-heartedly acknowledge the authority of God’s Word and then spend much time 
in it so that it changes your thinking and behavior? I pray you will. 


