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Sexual Sin, Guilt, & Grace 
1 Corinthians 6:9-11 

 
Introduction 
A former pastor of mine once told the story of when he explained to his young son about the 
“birds and the bees.” He said that he went upstairs, sat on the bed beside his son, and 
explained how sex happens. As he talked, he noticed that his son sat quietly and wide-eyed. 
When he finally finished, he asked his son, “Do you have any question?” A smile slowly crept 
across his son’s face as he told his father, “You’re pulling my leg.” 
 
Last week, we considered Genesis 2:24-25 … and the ideal for marriage – the only arena in 
which sex is to be engaged in and enjoyed. That kind of wonderful marital bond protects sex 
and keeps it special. But, that sermon left open some questions… 
 
What if I have engaged in sex before I married? 
What if I was unfaithful while I was married? 
What if I divorced for unbiblical reasons and I have remarried? 
Etc., etc., etc. 
 
So, I want us to spend some time looking primarily at 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 to answer some of 
those questions. The outline of this sermon will be simple: 

• The Gamut of Sexual Sin 

• The Guilt of Sexual Sin 

• The Grace for Sexual Sin 
 
READ 1 Corinthians 6:9–11 
 
Realize - this isn’t a small thing. 
 
V. 9 “Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 
deceived:” 
This is saying that folks who are “unrighteous” are not going to Heaven. Instead, they are 
headed to Hell. This is a MASSIVE warning. This verse should have lights flashing and sirens 
blazing. “PAY ATTENTION!!!” 
 
So, let’s begin by exploring who the Bible calls “unrighteous,” 
1. The Gamut of Sexual Sin 

a. Sexually Immorality (1 Cor. 6:9) 
1) The Greek word is “pornos.” (…from where we get the word, “pornography”) 
2) This is sexual sin, particularly by someone who is unmarried. 

a) Pornography (“look to lust has already committed adultery in the heart” Matthew 
5:28). 

b) Sex before marriage. 
3) This was a MAJOR problem in the church at Corinth.  
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a) 1 Corinthians 5:1–2 “It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality (pornos) 
among you, and of a kind that is not tolerated even among pagans, for a man has 
his father’s wife. And you are arrogant! Ought you not rather to mourn? Let him 
who has done this be removed from among you.” 

b) Someone in the church was engaged in incest – sex with his step-mother! 
c) In fact, we are led to believe that some in the church might have even been 

engaging in prostitution from the warning in 1 Corinthians 6:15-18. 
4) The folks who engage in this activity, we are told in our text, won’t go to Heaven. 

b. Idolatry (1 Cor. 6:9) 
1) The fact that this is put in the middle of a list of 3 sexual sins is interesting. It may point 

to the fact that engaging in these sexual activities is a powerful, driving force. It is a sin 
that grabs hold of you and sucks you in and is hard to stop once you start. 

2) In that sense, it becomes a god. Instead of the God of all creation ruling one’s life, 
sexual passions end up doing that. Thus, the term “idolatry.” It becomes a false god 
that runs ones life. 

c. Adultery (1 Cor. 6:9) 
1) This is the sin of married folks who engaged in sexual acts outside the protective walls 

of their marriage. 
a) Pornography 
b) An extra-marital affair. 
c) Divorcing someone for a reason other than what is allowed in Scripture and 

marrying someone else. 
d) Matthew 19:9 “And I say to you: whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual 

immorality, and marries another, commits adultery.” 
2) If you could be a fly on my wall! I have had numerous times when a husband and wife 

make their way to my office. Generally, it’s the wife who has tears streaming down her 
face. She looks like she had just come from the funeral of a child or parent. But, it’s 
really her that has died on the inside. She had just found out that her husband has 
been having sex with someone else. 

3) The rules that God has set up for us are for our good! When He tells us to save sex 
until we get married and then engage in sex only with our married partner, including 
the thoughts of our mind, He has intended that we enjoy a marriage built on love 
and trust and where the pain I’ve just described NEVER happens. 

4) But, we are told in our text that adulterers will not go to Heaven. 
d. Homosexuality (1 Cor. 6:9) 

1) In the original language, there are two words here. 
a) The first word (μαλακοὶ) means “soft, dainty.” 
b) The second word (ἀρσενοκοῖται) means a “male homosexual.” 
c) The first word spoke of the passive partner; the second of the active partner. 

2) Homosexuality is clearly forbidden here and in other places in Scripture. 
3) And we are told in our text that homosexuals, like adulterers, and idolaters will not go 

to Heaven. 
2. The Guilt of Sexual Sin 

a. Felt guilt 



3 
 

1) You know what it’s like, don’t you?  
a) You do something you know is wrong and your conscience sends up red flares. You 

feel so guilty. 
b) In moments of self-centeredness, there have been times when I have said things to 

Kim that are hurtful. And especially when I see how it hurt her, I felt so guilty. 
2) Those feelings of guilt are a GOOD thing! 

a) Someone once said: “Guilt is like the red warning light on the dashboard of the car. 
You can either stop and deal with the trouble or break out the light.” 

b) If the oil light illuminates on my dashboard, that lets me know there’s something 
wrong. I can ignore it … or take a hammer and bust the light so that it goes out … or 
I can realize that the light was telling me there is something that needs to be fixed. 

c) Feelings of guilt are like feelings of pain. They are helpful and call us to action. 
d) If we put our hand on a stove burner that is on high, pain should have sent up the 

red flag in less than a second that this wasn’t a wise choice. If we feel no pain, we 
will smell something cooking and irreparable damage will have been done. Pain is a 
GOOD thing … and so is guilt. 

e) FEELING guilty lets us know that something needs to be addressed and fixed. 
b. Legal guilt 

1) Imagine hearing that someone murdered a young child. But, they don’t FEEL guilty. 
That would pose two problems: 
a) They ARE legally guilty. It doesn’t matter if they feel guilty. 
b) But someone who has shut down their conscience and doesn’t feel guilt is 

dangerous. There is nothing internally that will keep them from doing it again. They 
are a sociopath that needs to be locked up to protect society. 

2) Legal guilt is not determined by our feelings. It is determined by our breaking of God’s 
law. And when we read in our text that there are certain sins that are to be avoided, 
and that those who engage in them will not go to Heaven, and we participate in them 
anyway, we ARE guilty before a Holy God. 

c. So, if you have engaged in the sexual sins mentioned in verse 9 or are engaging in them at 
the present, it is good if you feel guilty. That means there is still hope for you. But, before 
God, you ARE LEGALLY guilty whether you feel guilty or not. 
1) That’s why we read in our text that those who commit the sexual sins mentioned in 

verse 9 “will not inherit the kingdom of God.” 
2) God is a good judge and He cannot reward lawbreakers with Heaven. Instead, He will 

condemn them to a Christless eternity in Hell. 
So, what can be done? Is there no hope? Friend, God is offering you hope in the form of grace 
right now! 
3. The Grace for Sexual Sin 

a. 1 Corinthians 6:9–11 “9 Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the 
kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor 
adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, 10 nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor 
drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were 
some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name 
of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 
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b. Look at verse 11! 
1) Paul, led by the Holy Spirit, wrote in Scripture that the Corinthians WERE (past tense) 

involved in those things … but it wasn’t who they were anymore! 
2) They were “washed” clean from their sin. 
3) They were “sanctified” – set apart for God as they became more like Jesus. 
4) They were “justified” – declared innocent of the sexual crimes they had committed. 

c. How!? How is this possible!? 
1) Grace! 
2) It’s God’s unmerited favor. 
3) We sinned. Before a holy God, our sins required a death sentence. But, God provided a 

way for us to be forgiven … and not have to pay our own sin debt. 
4) That’s why Jesus died on the cross. To forgive us and to pay our sin debt! 

d. Is it possible to genuinely receive grace but continue to struggle with sin? Of course. 
1) Is it possible to continue to struggle with the sexual sins mentioned in 1 Cor. 6:10 after 

you are saved? Of course. 
2) What about the other sins mentioned in 1 Corinthians 6:11? Of course. 
3) Is it possible for someone to struggle, after they are saved, with greed? Lustful 

thoughts? Homosexual leanings? Yep. 
4) It may never get easy to say “no” to those things in this life. It may be a constant battle 

of running from what you now know is wrong. And there may be some setbacks that 
require you to drop to your knees and ask for grace, for forgiveness. 

5) But, if you are truly saved, those sins don’t characterize who you are anymore. You 
have been washed, sanctified, and justified! 

6) And grace is there to forgive, empower, and help in the trials this side of Heaven. 
7) That’s why we need the truth of 1 John 1:9 after we are saved: “If we confess our sins, 

he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.” 

8) If you are genuinely sorry for what you’ve done and repent (determine not to do it 
again), you can be completely cleansed. 

e. Can grace be abused? 
1) Is it possible for someone to say the following? “Hey! I’m going to keep engaging in sin 

because I know that I can simply ask God to forgive me and He will”? 
2) Many act that way. They engage in sin and presume upon grace. 

a) Jude 4 (NLT) “… some ungodly people have wormed their way into your churches, 
saying that God’s marvelous grace allows us to live immoral lives. The 
condemnation of such people was recorded long ago, for they have denied our only 
Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.”  

b) That’s very serious language! The writer is saying that someone who claims to 
presume upon grace as they continue to live lives of unchecked sin means that they 
are headed to Hell (“condemned”). 

c) Listen to what the Apostle Paul said in the book of Romans: 
d) Romans 6:1–2 “What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may 

abound? By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it?” 
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e) Is it OK to sin because we know that we will get grace – and grace is a good thing? 
When Paul says, “By no means!”, he’s using a Greek word that is the strongest 
negative available that also expresses some outrage that anyone would even think 
of such a thing. 

f) So, we’ve got grace when we need it. We certainly cannot abuse it. So, what’s the 
answer? 

g) Romans 6:12-13 “12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you 
obey its passions. 13 Do not present your members to sin as instruments for 
unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought 
from death to life, and your members to God as instruments for righteousness.” 

h) Grace is there to forgive and cleanse. But, don’t abuse it. If you presume upon it as 
an excuse to continue in sin, it might show that you have not truly understood 
God’s grace and may, as Jude pointed out, be headed for Hell and not Heaven. 

 
Conclusion 
Friends, sin is serious! It violates God’s holy laws, sets us in opposition to Him, and harms us. 
But, if we are truly repentant and not presuming upon grace, it’s there to overwhelm us and 
bring us into sweet fellowship with our God. 
 
(Many years ago,) When Billy Graham was driving through a small southern town, he was 
stopped by a policeman and charged with speeding. Graham admitted his quilt, but was told by 
the officer that he would have to appear in court. 
The judge asked, "Guilty, or not guilty?" When Graham pleaded guilty, the judge replied, 
"That'll be ten dollars -- a dollar for every mile you went over the limit." 
Suddenly the judge recognized the famous minister. "You have violated the law," he said. "The 
fine must be paid--but I am going to pay it for you." He took a ten dollar bill from his own 
wallet, attached it to the ticket, and then took Graham out and bought him a steak dinner! 
"That," said Billy Graham, "is how God treats repentant sinners!"1 
 
Friend, you don’t have to live in guilt. You can be forgiven. Receive God’s grace today. 

                                                           
1 Progress Magazine, December 14, 1992. 


