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“The Story of How Sin Is Forgiven” 
Various Scriptures 

 
Introduction 
A week and a half ago, Kim and I were at the Western Wall in Jerusalem. If archaeologists and 
historians got it right, that wall is the retaining wall of what used to be Herod’s temple complex. 
The temple is long gone. It was destroyed by the Romans in 70 A.D., 2,000 years ago, as Jesus 
prophesied. 
 
But, 2,000 years later, Jews continue to approach that wall to pray. That wall is sacred to them 
because it was the wall closest to the Holy of Holies in the Temple. It is the wall closest to the 
place where the Shekinah glory of God resided among His people. 
 
A week and a half ago, we took a walk within those walls. At one point, an explanation was 
given for why that particular location was special. Being the pastor that I am and loving to 
teach, I asked to share for a few minutes a little bit more of why that site is special – and why 
we no longer need it.  
 
I’d like to unpack for you what I shared inside the Western walls a week ago. I want to show 
you from God’s Word why that location is special, why we no longer need it, and why this truth 
provides us with a powerful sense of self-worth, wonder, and gratitude 
 
So, here’s the plan. I’m going to take you to 3 stories in the Old Testament and then a story in 
the New Testament. At that point, we’ll see what this all means to us. I believe that if you stay 
with me on this journey, you’re going to see some fascinating truths. 
 
1. Story One: Abraham & Isaac 

a. God calls Isaac to sacrifice his son (Genesis 22:1-2) 
1) Why did this happen? Why would God ask such a thing? 
2) Isaac was the long-awaited child of promise. Abraham and Sarah had waited 25 years 

for him.  
3) Apparently, Abraham had taken God’s gift and allowed it to replace God in His heart. 
4) Since sin was present, a divine surgery had to take place. 
5) IMPORTANT: This took place in “the land of Moriah” “on one of the mountains.” 

b. Isaac was bound and placed on the altar (Genesis 22:9-10) 
1) The sin was identified. Abraham’s heart was being ripped out. There was regret, guilt, 

anger at himself, unspeakable grief, and so much more. 
2) But, Abraham would have understood what God was doing. Abraham had abused 

God’s blessing and made it his “god.” It was a grievous sin and it needed to be dealt 
with. 

3) God never intended for Isaac to be killed. What needed to die was the sin in 
Abraham’s heart. The work was done without any harm coming to Isaac. 

4) But there was a serious sin that required payment. Death was required. 
c. Substitutionary atonement (Genesis 22:11-13) 



2 
 

1) In the place of the sinner, God provided a substitute. 
2) This way, payment was made, Abraham’s sin was forgiven, but it cost Abraham 

nothing. 
d. The mountain, in the region of Moriah, is named (Genesis 22:14) 

1) “Yahweh-Yireh” 
2) “It shall be provided” 
3) “It shall be seen” 

e. So, sin took place; God grew angry; mankind was guilty; a price had to be paid; and a 
substitute was used to resolve the matter. 

2. Story Two: David and Ornan 
a. King David called for a numbering of his military (1 Chronicles 21:1-5) 

1) On it’s face, this may not seem like that big of a deal. It sounds like good leadership. 
2) But, God knew that in David’s heart, something horribly sinful had happened. 
3) David’s trust in God was slipping. His security, and maybe his pride, was being found in 

his military might. 
b. God grew upset at this sin and administered judgment (1 Chronicles 21:7). 

1) So, God gave David a choice. David was provided with 3 options for the form in which 
the punishment would take place. 
a) 3 years of famine 
b) 3 months of devastation by his enemies 
c) 3 days of the sword of the Lord – pestilence (disease, a plague). 
d) David asks to fall into the Lord’s hands and not man’s because he said the Lord is 

merciful. 
e) So, the Lord sent disease – and 70,000 men (military?) died (1 Chronicles 21:14). 

c. Where did God’s judgment temporarily stop? (1 Chronicles 21:15-16) 
1) Jerusalem on Ornan’s threshing floor 

d. The matter was ultimately stopped and the sin resolved with a sacrifice (1 Chronicles 
21:18-22:1) 
1) A substitute sacrifice resolved the matter. 
2) David determined that the Temple would be built in this place. 

3. Story Three: Solomon and the Temple 
a. The Temple was of unimaginable importance in Israel’s history. 

1) It was the place where God met with His people. In fact, God’s presence was 
sometimes visible as a cloud as He entered the Holy of Holies. Israel’s God had a place 
to dwell in their midst. 

2) There was something that happened in the Temple all year long – animal sacrifices. 
a) The Temple was the place where God’s people, who sinned regularly, could have 

their sins dealt with … by the death of a substitute. 
b) Their sin before a holy God was serious. It required a death sentence. But, God 

made provision for a substitute to die in their place. 
b. So, where was this Temple built? (2 Chronicles 3:1) 

1) In Jerusalem on the former threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite! 
2) On Mount Moriah! 
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3) This verse ties all three of these stories together: Abraham’s sacrifice, David’s sacrifice, 
and the sacrifice at the temple. 

4) That’s why the location of the Temple was so special. It was the specific location that 
had come to be known as the place where a holy God was appeased, sin was dealt 
with, and a substitute could take the punishment. 

Let’s look at the fourth and final story… 
4. Story Four: Jesus, the Cross, and the Empty Tomb 

a. We are guilty. 
1) We can look at Abraham and see his guilt. 
2) We can look at David and see his guilt. 
3) We can acknowledge the guilt of the Israelites who regularly went to the Temple. 
4) But, we often gloss over our own guilt. 
5) Yet, the Bible is clear:  

a) Romans 3:23 “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,” 
b) We have all lied. 
c) We have all refused to forgive. 
d) We have all been angry. 
e) We have all coveted – desired what is not ours. 
f) Etc., etc., etc. 

b. God must punish sinners. 
1) Ezekiel 18:20 “The soul who sins shall die…” 
2) Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in 

Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
3) The last part of that verse is wonderful! But, the first part is sobering. 
4) The wages of sin is death! It is a capital offense to sin against God. 
5) In our culture, people who commit heinous crimes are sent to prison for life and get to 

live on the nation’s dole for the remainder of their life. But, in God’s view, sin is much 
more serious than that. It requires death.  

6) Sinning against Him is on the list … and every one of us are guilty. 
c. Jesus died as our substitute. 

1) Romans 5:6 (NLT) “When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right time 
and died for us sinners.” 

2) In fact, listen to what the Jewish High Priest said when Jesus was brought before him 
before His crucifixion: 

3) John 11:49–52 “49 But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to 
them, “You know nothing at all. 50 Nor do you understand that it is better for you that 
one man should die for the people, not that the whole nation should perish.” 51 He 
did not say this of his own accord, but being high priest that year he prophesied that 
Jesus would die for the nation, 52 and not for the nation only, but also to gather into 
one the children of God who are scattered abroad.” 

d. Where did this happen? 
1) So, we’ve been talking about locations. Abraham, David, and Solomon recognized the 

value of the sight of Mount Moriah in Jerusalem where the temple was built. It was the 
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sight where God’s wrath was appeased, sin was overlooked, and the sinner made right 
in God’s eyes. 

2) So, where was Jesus when He was set aside as the one who would die as the substitute 
for the guilty sinner who would trust in Him? 

3) Luke 22:66 “When day came, the assembly of the elders of the people gathered 
together, both chief priests and scribes. And they led him away to their council…” 

4) According to Jewish writings, one of which is the Mekhilta, the Council (the Sanhedrin) 
met … wait for it … at the Temple. 

5) And as Jesus died as our substitute, we are made right with God! 
6) 1 Peter 3:18 “For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, 

that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the 
spirit,” 

e. So, the Jews are at the Western Wall.  
1) They still value that site – where sin was repeatedly dealt with by a substitutionary 

sacrifice.  
2) Why don’t Christians hold that site in holy reverence? Why don’t we mourn the loss of 

the temple? 
3) Because there is still a Temple! 

a) John 2:19–21 “19 Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this temple, and in three days I 
will raise it up.’ 20 The Jews then said, ‘It has taken forty-six years to build this 
temple, and will you raise it up in three days?’ 21 But he was speaking about the 
temple of his body.” 

b) But OUR body is also the Temple of God if we are saved! 
c) 1 Corinthians 6:19–20 “19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the 

Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, 20 for you 
were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.” 

 
Conclusion 
This truth provides us with a powerful sense of self-worth, wonder, and gratitude.  
Imagine digging in your yard as you prepare to plant a bush or tree. Your shovel hits something 
hard. You dig and discover an old box. It’s ugly. It’s rusty. But, your mind begins to race. You 
aren’t so much interested in the box – you want to know what’s inside of it! 
Friend, it doesn’t matter what you look like on the outside! God has taken up residence inside 
of you if you are a believer! It’s what is within you that really matters! 
And since God has taken up residence in you, act like it! Live worthy of who you are! Worship 
God throughout the week! Enjoy Him! 
He has forgiven you and brought you into relationship with Him. 
It’s fun to go to a place where Solomon’s Temple and Herod’s Temple once existed. But, I didn’t 
mourn over the fact that it was gone. It wasn’t needed anymore. The price has been paid. I 
have trusted in Jesus. And I took the Temple on the plane with me as I came back home. 
 
Friend, have you trusted in Jesus as your Lord and Savior? … 


