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God, Government, & Justice 
Esther 2:19-23 

 
Introduction 
We have been blessed immensely in this country. I loved visiting Israel and Guatemala last 
month … but it was so good to get back home. In fact, when I stepped up to the TSA agent after 
our trip to Israel, he took my passport, asked me a few questions, and then said: “Welcome 
back.” Without even thinking, I said: “It’s wonderful to be back.” 
 
We live in a great country because our government is functioning reasonably well. Of course, 
we might snicker or point to specific issues that are flawed. There are certainly grievous sins 
that are permitted by law to exist. But, as a general rule, we live in a land with laws that allow 
us to enjoy religious liberty and allow us to live peaceful lives. 
 
This is God’s desire. 
 
1 Timothy 2:1-2 “First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may 
lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way.” 
 
We are to pray for those who lead our country so that we can live peaceful lives.  
 
So, let’s look at our text this morning. We will see that a plot was being made against the head 
of state. It was reported to the government, the government investigated it, found the 
allegations to be true, and the perpetrators were executed. 
Let’s look at our text through Christian worldview eyes. Let’s look at the short narrative and 
then see how God has designed for government and justice to work. We’ll drive this truth home 
in the conclusion. 
 
 READ Esther 2:19-23 
 
So, let’s ask the question: Did King Ahasuerus (Xerxes I) of Persia have the right to be in a 
governmental authority? Does the Christian worldview recognize governmental authority? 
1. God Has Given Government as a Gift to Society 

a. We see in the book of Esther that Ahasuerus was the King of Persia. But, the writer 
doesn’t tell us if it was right or wrong for him to rule. It just states it as fact. 

b. To get a Christian worldview, we have to go to the New Testament. 
c. Romans 13:1-2 “Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no 

authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. Therefore 
whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will 
incur judgment.” 

d. We are told to “be subject to the governing authorities.” 
1) The word for “be subject” means that we are to submit, to put ourselves under that 

authority, and be obedient to that authority. 
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2) In fact, if you look up the word “authority” in Scripture, it is used often. 
a) In the ESV translation, it is used 103 times in the New Testament. 
b) It is clear that God wants us to operate under a clear chain of command. It has 

nothing to do with value. But, it has everything to do with who is leading. 
c) The military understands this principle clearly. The top generals are no more 

valuable than the soldier fresh out of boot camp. But, it is clear who gives the 
orders and who takes them. 

d) God has ordained that society work like this. Throughout the New Testament, we 
see the principle of authority in government, in the church (Matt. 18:15-17; Heb. 
13:7,17), in the home (Eph. 6:1), and in the workplace (Eph. 6:5-8). A Jesus-follower 
will submit to those in authority over them. 

3) The only exception to submitting to human authority is when the human authority is 
calling us to do something that is in direct violation to God’s laws. 
a) In that case, we obey God’s laws and receive the consequences. 
b) For instance, the leadership of Israel told Peter and John to stop telling people 

about Jesus. Listen to how Peter and John responded… 
c) Acts 4:19-20 “But Peter and John answered them, ‘Whether it is right in the sight of 

God to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge, for we cannot but speak of 
what we have seen and heard.’” 

d) Once again, the Jewish leadership forbid the apostles from telling others about 
Jesus. Listen to their response… 

e) Acts 5:29 “But Peter and the apostles answered, ‘We must obey God rather than 
men.’” 

f) But, when God’s laws align with what the governmental authority over us is telling 
us to do, we MUST obey. 

e. We are told that “there is no authority except from God.” 
1) Authority originates with God. He is fully in control and calls for obedience from those 

under His authority. 
2) From His position of ultimate authority, God has granted authority to certain groups.  

a) So, to disobey the authority over us is to bring God’s judgment upon us. 
b) Romans 13:2 “Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has 

appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment.” 
c) So, when your boss tells you something to do and it doesn’t violate any of God’s 

laws, then you must comply. Any failure to comply is refusing to comply with the 
authority that God has placed over you. 

d) It is the same way with government. As long as our government is telling us to do 
things that do not violate God’s laws, refusal to comply would be disobeying the 
authority that God has put over us. 

f. We are told that “those that exist have been instituted by God.” 
1) This gets more specific. God has even determined WHO is sitting in authority. 
2) Exodus 9:13, 16 “13 Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Rise up early in the morning and 

present yourself before Pharaoh and say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD, the God of the 
Hebrews, “Let my people go, that they may serve me… 16 But for this purpose I have 
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raised you up, to show you my power, so that my name may be proclaimed in all the 
earth.”’” 

3) Does this mean that God approved of Pharaoh’s behavior? That God affirmed Egypt’s 
worship of the Pharaoh? No! It simply means that God has billions of purposes that He 
is accomplishing and He often uses those in leadership, followers of Him or not, who 
He places in authority to work toward those purposes. 

4) God may not give a nation the leadership that they want … but He often gives them 
who they deserve. 

So, Ahasuerus was a pagan but was in his position because God had placed him there. That 
position of government was there because God instituted it. 
 
But, now, let’s ask the question: Did Ahasuerus have the right to administer justice to those who 
had broken the laws of the land? 
2. Government is Given the Divine Right to Exercise Justice 

a. When we look back on Ahasuerus, we see that he heard that a potential crime had been 
committed (the threat to do the leader harm), it was investigated, and upon being found 
guilty, they are punished. Did government have the right to do that? 

b. Romans 13:3 “For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no 
fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his 
approval,  
1) This is true of government in general. 
2) Governments are instituted by God so that the good in society can flourish and the bad 

can be stopped. 
a) In our own country, there are many wonderful things that are allowed to grow. 

Churches, charities, organizations that help the homeless, and so much more. 
b) Also, in our country, you can expect that if you steal someone’s property, or you 

take someone’s life, or you endanger others by racing through red lights, you’re 
going to get in trouble. 

c) Even evil governments generally reward the good and condemn the bad. 
c. Romans 13:4 “for he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he 

does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out 
God’s wrath on the wrongdoer.”  
1) “he (government) is God’s servant.”  

a) Notice that God has given us government and it is under His authority. 
2) But, also, the government is authorized by God to punish the one who does wrong. 

a) “he (government) does not bear the sword in vain.” 
b) Figuratively, that means that government has the right to punish the lawbreaker. 
c) Literally, it means that government has the right to take the life of someone who 

has committed a heinous crime. 
3) The verse continues: “For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s 

wrath on the wrongdoer.” 
a) When the police or our judicial system sentences someone to pay a fine, or to go to 

prison, or to await the death penalty, they are exercising the authority given to 
them by God and carrying out God’s punishment upon the lawbreaker. 
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4) Let’s spend a few moments with a very often misunderstood passage. 
a) Matthew 5:38ff “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for 

a tooth.’ But I say to you, Do not resist the one who is evil. But if anyone slaps you 
on the right cheek, turn to him the other also…” 

b) Many people misunderstand this passage because they don’t look at the context. 
c) In Matthew 5:38, Jesus is talking to individual believers. He’s saying that if they are 

truly saved, they aren’t going to retaliate. When they are wronged, they will endure 
the injustice … as individuals. They will not enact the “eye for an eye” principle. 

d) But, what is the “eye for an eye” principle? While it sounds vicious, it is actually 
compassionate. 

e) It is used in Exodus 21:24; Leviticus 24:20; & Deuteronomy 19:21. In all three 
instances, it is talking about the Israelite judicial system.  

f) It was never intended to be literal. It was figurative. We no instances of the Israelite 
judicial system actually gouging someone’s eye out. This phrase was used 
figuratively. 

g) Further, it instructed them that justice was to be fair. An “eye for an eye,” not the 
taking of life for an eye. Sometimes, when people are hurt by others, they want to 
hurt them back more. The “eye for an eye” principles said that the punishment 
could not be greater than the crime. 

h) BUT, this punishment was to be administered by the society, by the one(s) 
authority, not by the individual! 

i) That is why we, as Christians, are to pray for and forgive the one who has wronged 
us while expecting that the ones in authority will punish the wrongdoer. 

 
Conclusion 
We have looked at Ahasuerus’ actions and measured them against a Christian worldview.  
But, let’s finish up by bringing it home.  
 
God celebrates justice administered by those in authority because He loves justice. 
 
Isaiah 61:8 (NLT) “For I, the LORD, love justice. I hate robbery and wrongdoing…”  
 
That speaks to you who have not fallen at the foot of the cross and asked for forgiveness… 
(GOSPEL) 
 
It also speaks to those of you who have been saved but you aren’t submitting yourself to 
God’s rule over your life.  
Sure, Jesus died for your sins … but you are called “… to walk in a manner worthy of the calling 
to which you have been called,” (Ephesians 4:1). 
 
Any failure to obey the Lord is sin that must be confessed and repented of. But, you can get 
cleaned up this morning. Why not spend the next few moments resubmitting yourself to Jesus’ 
authority over your life? 


