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“The Incredible Power of Forgiveness” 
Matthew 18:21-35 

 
Introduction 
Story of (Mary) and the wreck that killed her daughter. (Could not forgive herself) 
Story of (Mike) and the building program. (Could not forgive me and others) 
 
This past week, I have been devouring a Bible study on forgiveness that we will begin working 
through on September 9th on Sunday nights. It’s “70X7: Finding Peace by Forgiving Others … 
and Yourself.”  
As I went through that curriculum and poured over Scripture, I realized that I had a serious 
heart problem. I had a bunch of unforgiveness in my heart.  
As I looked more closely at Scripture, I realized that God said refusing to forgive was a MUCH 
more serious problem than I realized. At the conclusion of the sermon this morning, I will tell 
you how I worked through a majority of my forgiveness issues (it’s a process) and how YOU can 
get inner peace by forgiving. 
 
I wonder how many of you have unforgiveness in your heart.  

• Someone hurt you and you have held onto it.  

• When you think about them, your heart races.  

• If you see them in the store, you look the other way and try not to make eye contact.  

• You may find yourself gossiping about them.  

• Maybe you regularly go over a list in your mind of all the things they did to you in order 
to justify the reason why you are refusing to forgive them. 

Maybe it was… 
- A parent / a brother or sister / a child 
- A boss / a co-worker / a business partner 
- A neighbor 
- A student at school who mistreats you 
- A friend who betrayed you 
- A flawed judicial system who failed to secure justice 
- A church member where you attended (or maybe it’s hear) 
- A pastor or someone in church leadership 

 
Friend, I want us to look at a few things that Jesus said in God’s Word this morning. My prayer 
is that you will come to see how serious the sin of unforgiveness is and be motivated to clean 
your heart of any unforgiveness very soon. I will conclude with some specific, biblical principles 
that helped me a couple of days ago and will help you forgive those who have hurt you. 
 
READ AND ELABORATE ON MATTHEW 18:21-35 
The amount forgiven 
First slave: a talent is the amount of money a common laborer would make in about 20 years. It 
was multiplied by 10,000, which in today’s money ($10/hour) would equal to a little more than 
$4 billion.  
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Second slave: a denarius is the average wage of a common laborer for one day. It was 
multiplied by 100 which equals out to (if we stay at the $10/hour wage) about $8,000. 
We are the first slave 
We are the ones who have been forgiven a massive, unpayable debt to Jesus when we were 
saved. It is those who have wronged us who owe the figurative amount of about $8,000. 
 
1. The Seriousness of Refusing to Forgive 
Notice what Jesus, through the words of the master, calls the second slave in vs. 32: “wicked” 
(Gr. πονηρός). It means “evil.”  
When we don’t forgive someone, it’s not a small thing. It is a wicked, evil act and Jesus it that 
way regardless of what we think about it. 
 
a. God will bring torment into our life 
Notice in verse 34 – “the torturers.” This isn’t the same Greek word used in vs. 30 (“prison”). It 
speaks of someone in a prison who would bring great pain upon a convict. 
Then, vs. 35 is like a punch in the gut! Jesus says that God will do this very thing to the one who 
does not forgive others “from (his or her) heart.” 
God will send you and me “to the torturers” if we do not forgive even one person who has 
wronged us. Some of the trouble you are presently experiencing is SOLELY because you won’t 
forgive. NOT ALL of your trouble, but SOME of it, would quickly go away if you would only 
forgive.  

- Maybe it’s emotional pain – you are struggling with anxiety and maybe even depression. 
- Maybe it’s financial pain – no matter how hard you try, you just can’t get ahead. 
- Maybe it’s relationship pain – you find yourself trusting others less as you build a 

protective wall around you; or you are settling into bitterness that is affecting your 
other relationships. 

The possibilities of how the torturers can make your life miserable are endless – and God would 
quickly release you from them if you would only forgive. In fact, this is the reason Jesus gives 
for forgiving others – “You don’t want God to send you to the torturers, do you?” 
 
But, I want you to notice something else – another clue as to how serious it is when we refuse 
to forgive even one person. 
READ Matthew 6:9-15 
Notice vs. 12. We are told to pray that God would forgive us just as we forgive others. 
“God, you see how I’m holding onto the hurt that so-and-so inflicted on me. Their words were 
cruel and uncalled for. So, I’m NOT going to forgive them. Please forgive me that way, God.” 
This would have blown away the disciples. They would probably have continued to think about 
this so Jesus immediately addressed that issue when he finished the model prayer. 
 
READ v. 14-15. 
b. God will not forgive our sins if we don’t forgive every person who hurt us 
“God, I’ve had people hurt me badly and I know that I haven’t forgiven them. But, will you 
forgive me of the sins I committed today?” God says, “I will not.” 
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Understand, that if you are truly saved, then your sins have been legally forgiven when you 
trusted in Jesus and what He did for you on the cross. But, relationally, your sins are real and 
harm you fellowship with God. 
Think about it, whoever you have refused to forgive for the longest time, it has been that long 
since God has forgiven any of your sins. The relationship you have had with him has been a 
farce. He has loved you and wanted to be so much closer to you but your refusal to forgive 
those who hut you has pushed Him away. 
Someone may say, “Well, I know that there are some folks who hurt me and I just can’t forgive 
them but God has continued to bless me anyway.” 
 
READ Matthew 5:43-45 
God is so gracious that He sends the refreshing rain and the life-giving sunlight on the good 
AND on the evil. So, God’s gracious acts to us are NOT a determiner of where we stand before 
Him. 
 
2. How to Forgive Those Who Have Hurt Us 
So, let’s conclude with how we get things right in our heart. Let me tell you that it won’t be easy 
but it is worth it! 
Bruce Wilkinson does a wonderful job of opening up the insights of Matthew 18:27 (how God 
forgave us) in his Bible study but I’m going to give you the abbreviated version. 
 
a. Have compassion on the person who hurt you. 

a. Find some way to soften your heart toward them to give them grace. 
b. Maybe they had a bad morning, or they received some bad news about a loved one, or 

they were stressed about their job, or maybe they were deeply hurt as a child and were 
never able to get over.  

c. Give them the benefit of the doubt and extend compassion to them in your heart. 
d. I compiled a list of names on Thursday with each of the offenses that I could 

remember. As I began my drive back home on Friday afternoon from Cincinnati, I began 
with the first name and worked to develop thoughts of compassion for that person. I 
thought about him and came up with things that helped me to realize that what he did 
was probably brought on by how he was treated by others. 

b. Release the person who hurt you from your heart’s prison. 
a. I realized that I was trying to be the judge and jury and the jailer! I threw the person 

who wronged me into my heart’s prison.  
b. Yet, I did not have all knowledge. It didn’t have all of the facts. If I knew all of the facts, 

I might give them a little more leniency. 
c. But, I may also have been more harsh. I realized that God has told me in His Word… 
d. Romans 12:19 (NLT) “Dear friends, never take revenge. Leave that to the righteous 

anger of God. For the Scriptures say, ‘I will take revenge; I will pay them back,’ says the 
LORD.” 

e. You see, I was holding those folks in my heart’s prison because I wasn’t absolutely sure 
God was going to do what God said He was going to do. I didn’t think He would exercise 
justice … so I stepped in and put them in prison in my heart. 
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f. So, on Friday, on my drive back, I went through each name and let them out of prison. I 
stopped being their judge and turned it over to God to make things right. 

g. I may choose let God judge them or ask God to forgive them:  
h. 2 Timothy 4:14-16 “14 Alexander the coppersmith did me great harm; the Lord will 

repay him according to his deeds. 15 Beware of him yourself, for he strongly opposed 
our message. 16 At my first defense no one came to stand by me, but all deserted me. 
May it not be charged against them!” 

i. Who do you need to release from your heart’s prison? You’ve locked them in there and 
your words and actions make it clear that you believe YOU are the judge. Friend, God is 
the judge. Let Him handle it. You have not authority to lock them up. Let them go. 

c. Forgive the person for every single thing they did to hurt you. 
a. I couldn’t just release them from my heart’s prison. I had to forgive them for what they 

did. 
b. So, I went through a list that I had compiled the day before. I said out loud what they 

had done and then said, “I forgive you.” 
c. But, I had to makes sure it was “from (my) heart” (Matthew 18:35). 
d. Who you do you need to forgive from your heart? What did they do that you need to 

forgive? Come up a with a list of names and then offenses (keep it private!) and ask 
God to help you go through that list and forgive each person for each offense. 

 
I realize that this is a process and it may take a little while to get completely clean. But, I cannot 
possibly tell you have much of a weight has been lifted off my chest since Friday. 
 
Conclusion 
What about you? Who has hurt you? I suspect that if each of you were to compile a private list 
of who has hurt you and what they did to you that you have not forgiven them for, you might 
be surprised at how long that list would be. 
 
God has said that your relationship with Him comes to a standstill when you refuse to forgive. 
Are you willing to take those steps to forgive each person who has hurt you? 
 
Why not commit to beginning this process before the day is done. 


