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“What Do We Get for Following Jesus?” 
Matthew 19:16-20:16 

 
Introduction 
"The first duty of every soul is to find not its freedom but its Master". – Peter T. Forsythe 
(Scottish Theologian) 
 
One of the things that is clear in Scripture is that to be saved is to recognize that Jesus is our 
Master, our Lord, our King. This truth is the thread that runs throughout the Scripture. 
 
1 Corinthians 6:19–20 “… You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify 
God in your body.” 
 
John 14:15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” 
 
John 14:23 “Jesus answered him, ‘If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will 
love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.’” 
 
1 John 2:3–4 “And by this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep his 
commandments. Whoever says ‘I know him’ but does not keep his commandments is a liar, and 
the truth is not in him,” 
 
So, whether we are obeying and serving Jesus in Guatemala, or Denver, or in our church, or our 
workplace, or in our home, to be saved is to submit to Jesus’ authority. We obey and serve Him. 
 
This morning, I want us to look at motivation. WHY are you serving Him? As I served in 
Guatemala this past week and was reflecting on the truths I am going to show you, I was 
fascinated by what God’s Spirit was revealing to me. I can’t wait to share them with you.  
 
1. Don’t Let Your Wealth Be Your God (19:16-26) 

a. Last Sunday, I was honored to preach the morning sermon at Iglesia Evangelica Bautista in 
Jalapa, Guatemala. During the response time, we saw at least 3 people give their hearts 
to Jesus and many others who came forward to resubmit themselves to Jesus’ authority 
over their life. The Gospel was preached and people responded. It was wonderful! 
1) It happened in that order – the Gospel was preached and people responded. 
2) I can’t remember a single time in my life when someone has come to me and initiated 

the conversation by saying: “Matt, I want to get saved. How do I do that?” If that 
happened, I was be overcome with happiness as I started to share the Gospel with 
them. 

3) But, Jesus had someone ask that very question. He responded very differently. Listen… 
b. READ Matthew 19:16-26 

1) So, a wealthy (vs. 22) man came to Jesus and asked what he needed to do to get 
saved. 
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2) Jesus told him to obey the second half of the Ten Commandments that pertained to 
our relationship with others. This wasn’t a Gospel presentation. It was intended to 
bring an awareness of the man’s sin. It was intended to bring conviction. 

3) But, the man was self-righteous and claimed that he had lived according to the law. 
There was no conviction. He thought too highly of himself. 

4) So, Jesus told the man to sell everything he had and give it to the poor … and then 
come and follow Him. 

5) What was Jesus doing? He held up the 1st Commandment: “You shall have no other 
gods before Me” (Exodus 20:3). 

6) The man was broken before that command. He went away sad … and that was a good 
thing. Because He wouldn’t soon forget it. He realized he was guilty before God’s Law. 

c. We may think that this is an isolated incident and not feel compelled to think much about 
it but Scripture is intended to be a mirror. In it, we look at ourselves and make the 
adjustments. 

d. Jesus confronted the man with his wealth and clearly knew that it was his god. So, He said 
that if the man wanted to follow Him, he needed to get rid of that god. 

e. Friend, this applies to us, too. And wealth simply might be our god. 
1) To see if it is, all we need to do is put ourselves in that man’s shoes. What if Jesus 

looked at us and told us to sell our house, our vehicle, our furniture, liquidated our 
assets, cash in our retirement, and then give it all to the poor … and THEN follow Him. 

2) There are certainly people who could use that money. We went to the city dump in 
Jalapa, Guatemala. I was able to share the Gospel with a man who lived there and he 
said that he had lived in the dump for 12 years. If you saw that scene, it would break 
your heart. Men and women, boys and girls, dogs, pigs, and vultures were all looking 
over the same pile of filth to find something to survive. They could use our money. 

3) Some of you have joined us and are giving a little bit of money each month to give at 
least one child a chance of getting out of that environment. But, if we are completely 
honest, we would probably do the very same thing that rich man did if we were told to 
give it ALL away. We would walk away. “I can’t do that. Jesus is asking far too much.” 

4) Now, I happen to believe that his money wasn’t the real issue. It was what was in his 
heart. Just as God called for the sacrifice of Isaac and then stopped it before it 
happened, I believe this man could have kept his wealth … if he removed it from the 
throne of his heart. 

f. Is your wealth your god? If Jesus called you to get rid of it, would you? It’s not a small 
matter. The rich man went away, still on his way to Hell because he wasn’t willing … and 
Jesus let him go. 

g. Friend, the standard has not changed. The 1st Commandment of the moral law is still 
intact. You and I CANNOT have another god before the one true God. He is the only one 
we are to serve! 

h. Matthew 6:24 (ESV) “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and 
love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve 
God and money.” 

While wealth cannot be our god, we will enjoy it in our eternal home. 
2. Anticipate the Rewards for Following Jesus (19:27-30) 
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a. For certain, God will reward us for following Him. There are rewards and there are crowns 
to be handed on the Day of Judgment for the saved and it’s all based upon what we do in 
our one lifetime. 
1) Just read Matthew 6 and circle every time the word “reward” is mentioned. 
2) Do a Bible study on the word “crowns” in the New Testament. 
3) It is clear that we will be rewarded for what we do for Jesus in the power of the Holy 

Spirit in this life. 
b. And that is what Peter is getting at. Listen to his question and then Jesus’ answer… 

1) READ Matthew 19:27-30. 
2) Essentially, Peter was saying that he had given up his livelihood of being a fisherman to 

follow Jesus. He had given up a life of pursuing wealth to serve the Lord. What was he 
going to get for it? 

3) Now, in just a moment, we’re going to look a little bit more closely at his question. But, 
for now, let’s just hear Jesus saying that there is going to be plenty of rewards in the 
life to come for those who follow Jesus. 

4) If you give up anything to follow Him, you will get back more much more than you 
gave up when you walk through death’s door. 

c. And, again, this isn’t an option. 
1) Jesus made it clear that to be saved, He had to be the Lord of our life! 
2) He let that rich young man walk away, still on his way to Hell, because that man was 

unwilling to make Jesus His Lord … his ONLY Boss. For him, his money was his god. 
3) Who are you serving, friend? Is Jesus your Boss? Is He the one you obey? Is He the only 

One who calls the shots in your life? 
4) He won’t share the throne of your heart. He’s either Lord of all or not Lord at all. 

Unfortunately, our desire for wealth is like a cancer that even creates a sinful motivation for 
following Jesus. Let’s look a little more closely at Peter’s question… 
3. Let Jesus Be Your Compelling Motivation (20:1-16) 

a. Now, back to Peter’s question in vs. 27: “… ‘See, we have left everything and followed 
you. What then will we have?’” 

b. Let me tell you about something that we experienced in the orphanage in Guatemala City. 
All we had to do was step outside and the children would quickly gather around us. It was 
so special to know that simply being there could create such happiness in those children. 
But, it didn’t take long to see a trend. Some of the children surrounded us … and just 
wanted to be with us. Others came up and quickly asked, “Tiene un telefono” (“Do you 
have a phone?”). All some of the children wanted was what we had. If we let them 
borrow it, they would go off by themselves consumed with what we gave them … and 
make it clear that they didn’t really care about us, only what we had. 

c. Now, as Jesus, God with skin on, is standing before Peter, listen once again to Peter’s 
question… 
1) Vs. 27: “… ‘See, we have left everything and followed you. What then will we have?’” 
2) I just wonder if Jesus was shaking his head in disappointment as He answered Peter’s 

question. But then gave a parable to address Peter’s sinful motivation. 
d. READ Matthew 20:1-16. 

1) Now, there’s a lot in this parable. 
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2) But, if there are two BIG IDEAS that we can take from it, they would be: 
a) A call to salvation is a call to serve the Lord.  

A. Our life is no longer our own and we are to be about the Master’s business. 
Whether we are going on mission trips or serving in our church, or simply being 
a godly example at work or home, we are called to serve the Lord in this life. 
He is our Boss! 

b) If we are serving Him primarily for what we get out of it, we may often feel that 
an injustice has taken place.  
A. In this life, we will be frustrated when people don’t acknowledge what we did 

for them. We will notice that we didn’t even get a “thank you.” Or, we will 
become jealous when others are recognized for what they did for the Lord but 
our actions went unnoticed. 

B. And, if it were possible, we might even feel ungrateful when the rewards are 
passed out in Heaven and we see that others, who did much less than us, are 
generously rewarded by the Lord. 

c) While we can anticipate the rewards we will get in Heaven, our primary motivation 
is to serve the Lord: 
A. because it is the right thing to do and  
B. because we love our Lord who we are serving. 

d) Psalm 100:2 “Serve the LORD with gladness! …” 
 
Conclusion 
So, is Jesus your Lord? I didn’t ask if you have said a prayer. I’m asking if your life demonstrates 
the fact that Jesus is your King, your Boss. That your life is characterized by submitting to the 
authority of King Jesus and you are doing what He says. 
 
What we say is of little consequence. Our actions are what really show if we are saved or not. 
 
Matthew 7:21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, 
but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.” 
 
Friend, Jesus is the King and King and the Lord of Lords. He is saturated with grace. He loves you 
and wants you to enjoy Him and Heaven for eternity. But, you have to submit to His authority in 
this life. If you are not presently doing that, why not do that right now? 


