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Standing Up for What Is Right 
Esther 3:1-15 

 
INTRODUCTION 
I was traveling down a country road in Caldwell County quite a few years ago when I was 
pastoring in Princeton. I had my window down and was enjoying the drive … until I rounded a 
turn and saw a combine slowly making its way down the road in front of me. Finally, I was able 
to pass but noticed that the vehicle in front of that farm equipment that warned oncoming 
traffic had just exited to the right. There was no one to warn oncoming traffic. I rounded 
another turn and momentarily was able to see that combine in my rearview mirror while seeing 
a car speeding toward me oblivious as to what was around the corner. 
 
What should I have done? I suppose I could have let that speeding driver round the turn and 
possibly have a serious wreck. But, because I cared about someone that I didn’t even know, I 
began flashing my lights at her. As she passed, I saw in my rearview mirror that her brakes lights 
worked just fine. There would be no wreck that day. 
 
It is an unfortunate truth that the world system will generally slide toward immorality. We are 
certainly seeing that in our country. Killing babies is protected by law. Drugs and alcohol are 
regularly abused. Women and children are being violated. Sexual content is unashamedly 
available virtually everywhere. On and on we could go. 
 
But, because God loves people, He sent Jesus to pay the sin debt of everyone who will trust in 
Him. He also gave US to the world to push back what would harm humanity. 
 
He calls us to be salt and light (Matthew 5:13-16). This means, among other things, that we are 
to be like salt to push back moral decay and be like light to push back moral darkness. We stand 
up against what is wrong and push back the bad stuff because we want God’s best for people. 
 
This morning, we are going to look at a man who took a stand against what he believed was 
wrong. From that, we are going to draw some principles that can help us in our own God-given 
responsibility to stand more reliably for righteousness. 
 
Read Esther 3 
1. Standing for What Is Right Is Rarely Easy 

a. There May Be Peer Pressure (vs. 1-3) 
1) Haman was promoted and Mordecai refused to bow to him. 

a) The king promoted Haman to a high position in the kingdom, perhaps 2nd to the 
king. 

b) From what we gather about Haman, he was a self-centered, evil man and must 
have had charisma for the king to promote him to such a high position. With those 
traits and his call for the annihilation of the Jews, we could easily call him “Hitler.”  

c) The king, in vs 2, had given an order that whenever Haman passed by, people were 
to “bow down and pay homage” to him. 
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a. “Bow down”: It was that culture’s way of showing respect. 
b. “pay homage”: worship by lying on your belly with your face in the dust. 

d) No mortal man should ever expect or get that kind of treatment!  
e) I like what the end of verse 2 says: “But Mordecai did not bow down or pay 

homage.” 
f) As Haman walked by and everyone else made fools of themselves by lying on the 

ground, Mordecai just stood there. Only God deserved that sort of reverence. This 
was wrong and Mordecai took his stand against it. 

2) Mordecai’s peer pressure. 
a) Verse 3 states: “Then the king’s servants who were at the king’s gate said to 

Mordecai, “Why do you transgress the king’s command?” 
b) Mordecai discovered that those men nearest him were pressuring him into doing 

what he believed was wrong. 
3) A General Rule 

a) Virtually every time you stand for what is right, some of your peers are going to 
pressure you to lay aside your convictions and bow to their pressure. 

b) A 102 year-year-old woman was once asked the benefit of living to that age. After a 
pause, she answered, “No peer pressure!”1 

c) Students at school: 
a. Peers try to get you to join in drinking alcohol or taking a drug or engaging in 

sex.  
b. 1 Thess. 4:3 “For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain 

from sexual immorality;” 
c. Peers try to get you to help them cheat on an assignment or test. 
d. STAND for what it right. 

d) Co-workers: 
a. Co-workers try to make you feel guilty if you desire to put in a full day’s work. 
b. Peers know about the latest sit-coms and movies that violate God’s laws on so 

many levels and will ostracize you if you won’t view them. 
c. STAND for what is right. 

e) The vast majority here this morning would call yourself Christians. As a Christian, 
God’s Word is your governing authority because you received Jesus as your King 
who has the right to tell you what to do. Some of you need to decide whether you 
were serious about following Jesus or you were just going through the motions. 

4) As we see in our text, although Haman had peer pressure, he did not bow to it or to 
what he believed was wrong. Neither should we. 

b. There May Be Consequences (vs. 4-6) 
1) Mordecai’s peers told on him. 

a) After Mordecai’s peers saw his refusal to bow, they told Haman. 
b) “If you aren’t going to join us, we will make you pay.” 
c) Sometimes cowards, who are afraid to stand, will go after you for standing … even if 

they know you’re right. Your actions make them look bad. 

                                                 
1 (Win Arn). Leadership, Vol. 17, no. 2. 
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d) And now Mordecai was in trouble. Haman was angry at him and could have him 
killed. In fact, a Jewish holocaust was in the works. All because Mordecai did the 
right thing. 

2) Bible characters who stood for what was right. 
a) In the book of Genesis, we realize that Potiphar’s wife wanted Joseph to have an 

intimate relationship with her. Joseph stood against it – and got in serious trouble 
for doing what was right. 

b) The book of Daniel tells us about Shadrach, Meshach, & Abednego who refused to 
bow to a golden image – and were thrown in a fiery furnace for it. 

3) When you do the right thing, you aren’t always going to get rewarded. 
a) When you make it clear that you are serious about following and obeying Jesus, you 

will realize that many of the stances you take will be unpopular – even among 
fellow believers who are dishonoring Jesus by how they are refusing to read His 
Word and actively obey it. When you stand for what is right, you better duck.  

b) If you are a student at school: 
a. Your peers may mock you for refusing to take a drug, or cheat on an 

assignment, or engage in sex before marriage. 
b. Standing for what is right isn’t easy. If it was, everyone would be doing it. So, 

you be courageous even though you may suffer consequences for it. 
c) Adults: 

a. If you follow the Lord and refuse to watch movies and television programs that 
violate the principles you are called to live by, you might get called a prude. 
They may not welcome you into their conversations. But, you will need to 
determine in your mind and heart who calls the shots in your life – Jesus who 
died for you or your peers who don’t take him seriously. 

b. If you are always as honest at work even to the point of making sure you don’t 
take a work pen or pencil home with you, your fellow workers aren’t always 
going to commend you. But, who’s your boss? 

So why go through the trouble of standing, as Mordecai did for what is right if negative 
consequences might flow from our actions? 
2. Why You Must Stand for What Is Right 

a. It Shows What You Are Made Of 
1) Mordecai 

a) As Mordecai stood in the presence of Haman, he showed that he was no ordinary 
man. He was a man of principle and courage. He had a spine. 

b) He could have SAID, “I only worship the Lord God” but until he was told to bow 
down to a mortal man, he and those around him would have never known how 
serious he was about his convictions. The consequences and peer pressure gave 
him a chance to show he was the real deal. 

2) Anyone can say what they are a Christian, a Jesus-follower. Any of us can look so holy 
when we are here at church. But, you really don’t know until you get out there and it 
costs you something to stand for Him. 

3) Do you think that you are a pretty good Christian? Do you stand for what is right when 
it is not easy? 
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b. It Gives You an Opportunity to Glorify God 
1) Mordecai 

a) Mordecai only worshipped God. That was all! 
b) As He stood for what was right, He was showing that he lived his life by a different 

set of rules than the rest of the kingdom. His allegiance to God was worth whatever 
consequences he experienced for standing up for Him. 

2) When you are tempted to bow to peer pressure and violate God’s commands for you, 
but you stand against it, you demonstrate that your faith in Him is real. That He’s 
worth it to you even if you are mistreated for following and obeying Him. 

3) 1 Corinthians 10:31 “So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the 
glory of God.” 

c. It Brings Attention to What is Right 
1) Mordecai 

a) He recognized that if this evil Haman were to become an object of worship, what 
would the next step be? 

b) This was a very bad practice that could lead to even worse things. So, he made it 
clear what the right response was. He didn’t grovel before a man. 

2) In Matthew 5:14-15, Jesus said: “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill 
cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a 
stand, and it gives light to all in the house.”  
a) God’s gift to the world is Christians. We are the ones who push back moral 

darkness. We also demonstrate that what is morally right is the better option.  
b) But, listen to this friend, people may never notice your light … until you stand for 

what is right. 
 
CONCLUSION 
Mordecai took a stand for what he believed was right.  
Shadrach, Meshech, and Abednego took a stand for what they believed was right. 
Joseph took a stand for what he believed was right. 
As we will soon see, Esther took a stand for what she believed was right. 
 
What about you? Will you be a Christian who looks and acts just like everyone else?  
Or will you be someone who is sold out for Jesus? You will spend time in His Word learning 
what is right, and then because you love the Lord and others, you will stand up for what is right 
even when you may suffer for it. You are God’s gift to the world. Be salt and light. 

 
Stand up! stand up for Jesus!   The strife will not be long: 
This day the noise of battle, The next the victor’s song; 

To him that overcometh, A crown of life shall be; 
He, with the King of glory, Shall reign eternally. 


