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“A Call to Sacrificial Living” 
Esther 4:1-17 

 
Introduction 
I attended a two-day leadership conference this past week. One of the things I noticed was that 
the lost world has come to appreciate a truth Jesus taught over 2,000 years ago is. 
The Truth: If we want to enjoy this life and leave a legacy, we will focus on serving others, not 
ourselves. 
 
This morning, we come to a story that illustrates this truth. We get to read about a man and 
thousands of people who were living in terror because their death sentence had been signed by 
a king. But, a woman named Esther, courageously agreed to serve her people by doing 
something that could have sealed her own death. She was willing to pay the ultimate sacrifice 
for others … and we are still talking about her story over 2,500 years later. 
 
Let’s look at this story of Esther and hear God calling us to sacrificial living. 
Read Esther 4:1-17 
 
1. Sacrifice Because We Are Called to Serve Others 

a. In our story… 
1) We read that Mordecai was grieving. 
2) We see what Mordecai did … but we might not feel what Mordecai felt. 
3) It had been decreed by the King that all the Jews were to be annihilated. Not only was 

the king sovereign and could carry this out without any Supreme Court to stop it, his 
decree was also irrevocable. He, himself, couldn’t stop it. 

4) So, the situation was utterly hopeless. It was completely unjust. The Jews would have 
been getting glares by some of their neighbors who couldn’t stand them as they simply 
waited for the day when they would have the king’s permission to kill them. 

5) This was a hopeless situation. They couldn’t fix their problem. 
6) And yet, by the end of the chapter, a brave young lady had agreed to step in to help 

them. 
b. The Christian worldview. 

1) As Christians, we realize that those in positions of leadership (like Esther) are not there 
for the perks. They are there to serve others. Leadership is a call to serve and sacrifice. 

2) Matthew 20:25-28 “25 But Jesus called them to him and said, ‘You know that the 
rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over 
them. 26 It shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must 
be your servant, 27 and whoever would be first among you must be your slave, 
28 even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many.’” 

3) Essentially, a call to leadership is a call to sacrifice. It’s about serving. 
c. But, it’s not just leaders who are supposed to serve and sacrifice if needed. 

1) Matthew 23:11 “The greatest among you shall be your servant.” 
2) PRINCIPLE: Jesus is calling us to GREATNESS and telling us what it looks like! 
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d. We LOVE stories that tell us of someone who sacrificed for someone else! 
1) This past Monday, USAToday ran a story1 on the heroism of a New York police officer. 

a) Officer Jessie Ferreira Cavallo was on her way to work when she saw a 12-year-old 
jump over a guardrail and then jump from the overpass to the roadway below. She 
stopped her car and looked down 30 feet, and saw him laying lifeless on the 
concrete below. 

b) From the article: "I wasn't thinking too much," she said. "I just knew, when I looked 
down and saw him ... he looked dead. I couldn't see anything other than blood. I 
thought to myself, 'He needs help. I need to help him.' " 

c) She ran back to her car, grabbed some first aid items, and then ran back to the 
guardrail and jumped the 30 feet down to help him. Because of her heroic efforts, 
that 12-year-old boy was recovering at a hospital when USAToday ran the article 6 
days ago. 

2) In July, all the world watched a Thai soccer team made up of 12 boys and a coach were 
found 2.5 miles from the mouth of a cave.  
a) They had been exploring a cave but monsoon rains forced them farther into the 

cave system and then made their exit impossible. An international effort, in which 
the United States also helped, was able to get food, water, and oxygen to that 
team.  

b) Men and women were putting their lives on the line to save that soccer team. It 
was an incredible sacrifice as one Thai navy diver who was involved in the rescue 
efforts died.2  

3) Sacrifice! It is costly. It’s painful. It is giving up what is rightfully ours. It can be 
dangerous. But, we celebrate those who do it. We call them heroes and desire to be 
like them. 

4) Friend, did you know that God loves stories of sacrifice, too? 
a) In Luke 2, Jesus was sitting with His disciples in the Jerusalem Temple. He watched 

the middle and upper class bring their offerings … but He wasn’t impressed. No 
sacrifice.  

b) And then He saw an elderly widow drop a couple of coins in the box. She sacrificed 
… and He celebrated it! 

c) Luke 21:1-4 “Jesus looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the offering 
box, and he saw a poor widow put in two small copper coins. And he said, ‘Truly, I 
tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all of them. For they all contributed 
out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.’”  

d) We were made to celebrate sacrifice. It warms our heart. 
e. So, when Jesus calls us to serve others, He’s calling us to do things that may not come 

natural to us. He’s calling us to give up with we may rightfully feel belongs to us. He may 
even be calling us to something that could be dangerous. 

f. But, … GET THIS(!) … HE’S CALLING US TO GREATNESS! 

                                                           
1 https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation-now/2018/08/06/police-officer-saves-boy-jumping-
overpass/912675002/ 
2 http://www.latimes.com/world/asia/la-fg-thai-cave-death-20180705-story.html 
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1) Friend, do you serve others? 
2) The opposite of serving and sacrificing for others is to be calloused to other’s needs – 

to see it and do nothing. Our life is solely about us. 
3) That is not the way a child of the King is called to live! It is not the way that people who 

aspire to greatness, people who live like children of God, behave. 
g. Be Willing to Sacrifice Because We Are Called to Serve Others 

2. Sacrifice Because We Are Called to Love Others 
a. It’s one thing to do something for someone else and then resent what you had to do. It’s 

quite another to serve and sacrifice for others … because you love them. 
b. In our story… 

1) It was dangerous for Esther to go to the king. 
a) If the king didn’t raise his golden scepter when she entered, she would be killed. 
b) He hadn’t called for Esther in 30 days. 
c) Essentially, she would have to tell the king that he made a stupid, wicked decision, 

he needed to own it, and stop the madness. 
2) But, she loved Mordecai. He had rescued her when her parents died and had raised 

her as his own daughter. I suspect that her love for Mordecai played a HUGE part in 
why she was willing to lay her life on the line for him.  

c. We might find it easy to sacrifice for our loved ones. 
1) We sacrifice for our kids or our elderly parents. 
2) We sacrifice for a friend who is going through a tough time. 

d. But, the Christian is called to a more profound kind of love. 
1) In Luke 10:25-37, we read of a lawyer who came to Jesus and wanted to know how to 

get to Heaven. Jesus took him to the Law. The Law wouldn’t save this man but it 
would, instead, show him that he could NOT comply wholly with the Law and would 
have to cry out for God’s grace. 

2) When it was agreed that the greatest commands were to love God completely and 
love his neighbor as himself, we read the following: 

3) Luke 10:29 “But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, ‘And who is my 
neighbor?’” 

4) This man understood the ramifications of the Second Commandment: 
a) If I’m thirsty, I will give myself something to drink … so I should give drink to others 

who are thirsty. 
b) If I’m hungry… 
c) If I’m in trouble… 
d) Essentially, it was a call to meet the needs, and sacrifice if need be, for others. 
e) So, this man wanted to know who he needed to extend this kind of love to. His 

family? His closest friends? Those who attended synagogue meetings with him? 
Who? 

5) This is when Jesus shared the story we all know – the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:30-37). 
6) Listen – Jesus was saying that our call to love others is a call to sacrifice. If we aren’t 

willing to sacrifice for others who are in need, then we don’t really love them. 
7) Christian love is a love that is willing to sacrifice. 

e. For the Christian, love is so much more than an emotion. 
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1) It’s a behavior. 
2) We may not like someone but we love them if they have a need and we sacrifice to 

meet that need. 
3) In fact,  

a) we learn from Esther that we sacrifice for those we don’t know.  
b) we learn from the Good Samaritan that we sacrifice for those we may not like. 

f. So, are you living your life for yourself or are you serving and sacrificing even for those 
you may not know or don’t like? 

g. Be Willing to Sacrifice Because We Are Called to Serve Others 
h. Be Willing to Sacrifice Because We Are Called to Love Others 

3. Sacrifice Because We Are Called to Follow Jesus 
a. The Gospel has been horribly distorted in our time. In fact, it is so distorted that it may 

not even be the Gospel that is capable of saving. 
1) Essentially, the Gospel has been reduced to a prayer and a ticket to Heaven … with 

absolutely no expectation of life change afterward. 
2) We have taken something free and we’ve made it cheap! 
3) Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a pastor who fought behind the scenes to stop Hitler’s 

tyrannical rule. In a classic work that Bonhoeffer wrote called “The Cost of 
Discipleship,” he wrote: “When Christ calls a man, he bids him come and die.”  

4) This is profound … but does it hold up to the truth we find in Scripture? 
a) Matthew 16:24-25 “Then Jesus told his disciples, ‘If anyone would come after me, 

let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would save 
his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.” 

b) Luke 14:33 “So therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all that he has 
cannot be my disciple.” 

c) 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 “… You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. 
So glorify God in your body.” 

5) Essentially, we learn that we are called to a life of sacrifice. Our life no longer belongs 
to us. We died to ourselves. Our possessions belong to Him.  

6) Because of what Jesus did for us, as He allowed Himself to be placed on that cross as a 
sacrifice for us so that we can be forgiven and brought into the family of God, He now 
calls us to live sacrificially for Him and others.  

7) He has a right to call us to do this. He owns us because He bought us with His blood. 
8) But, remember, while sacrificing for God and others may not come natural, it is a call 

to greatness! It is a call to live like who we are – the children of God! 
 

Conclusion 
So, what about you? Are you living for yourself or are you living for Jesus and others? 
Your answer to that question says a lot about the condition of your heart. 
Friend, we live in desperate times. People are hurting. And, ultimately, people need Jesus. Will 
you live for yourself or will you follow Jesus, aspire to greatness, and live for Him and others? 
Esther 4:14 “…And who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time as 
this?” 
It’s your time. Strive for greatness. Live for Jesus & others! 


