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“Who Are You Living For?” 
Esther 5:1-14 

 
Introduction 
One of the things about life that I have observed is that the older I get, the faster it goes. It 
seems like only a short time ago I was heading off to college and now I’m in my late 40’s. 
 
But, as I reflect on life, the real problem is not that life goes by so quickly but that some people 
wait too long to really start living. They take far too long to realize what life is all about.  
 
It was a eureka moment in my life when I came to realize that the two Greatest 
Commandments that Jesus gave us (to love God and love others) aren’t just rules – they are the 
doorway to living life to the fullest. When we love God and love others and operate from that 
paradigm, it opens up all sorts of opportunities for us to get that happiness that we long for. 
 
But, because of our fallenness, we often don’t live that way. If we’re honest, we often live life 
for ourselves. It’s not ultimately gratifying to live for ourselves but we do it anyway. 
 
“I gave a little tea party this afternoon, at 3.  
‘Twas very small, 3 guests in all - I, myself, and me.  
Myself ate all the sandwiches while I drank all the tea.  
‘Twas also I who ate the pie and passed the cake to me.” - Traditional 
 
Well, we don’t want to have tea, sandwiches, and pie with just ourselves. Let’s talk about how 
we can live a life that is others-centered and let’s look at the lives of a wonderful woman and an 
evil man that provide us with great examples to help us on our journey. 
 
READ Esther 5:1-8 
1. Demonstrate These Others-Centered Qualities (v. 1-8) 

a. Courage … for the benefit of others 
1) When we look at Esther 5, we can’t help but realize that Esther was frightened.  

a) In the previous chapter, she had reminded Modecai that she could die entering the 
throne room and the king had not called her into his presence for a month. 

b) We will even see at the end of chapter 5 that she had intended to ask the king at 
the dinner to stop Haman’s plot … but she got cold feet and asked for them to come 
back the next night. She was scared! 

c) But, she was willing to demonstrate courage, even if she lost her life, because she 
was others-centered. She was standing up for others who had no voice. 

2) You may think, “I am just not the courageous type.” 
a) Friend, courage isn’t the absence of fear. You MUST be afraid to be courageous. 
b) Let’s say that I take a few steps across the stage. Is that courageous? Nope. Why? 

Because there is no danger and I’m not the least bit afraid. 
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c) But, let’s say that there is a tightrope here and it’s a 100-foot drop … and then I take 
those same few steps across the tightrope. Is that courageous? Yep! Why? Because 
there is an element of danger and I’m having to overcome my fear. 

d) “Courage is not the absence of fear, but rather the assessment that something else 
is more important than fear.” - Franklin D. Roosevelt 

e) Esther was able to act courageously even though she was afraid because there was 
something more important than her fear. It was the fact that innocent people were 
about to be killed and their only hope was her. So, she stood up for them. 

3) If we truly love others, there will be times when we need to overcome our fear and 
stand up for those who have no voice. 
a) Maybe there is a husband that is being abusive to his wife or kids. 
b) Or a racist who is mistreating someone simply because of their skin color. 
c) Or a bully at school who is mercilessly picking on someone. 
d) We might say, “Well, I don’t want to get involved.” There are certainly different 

avenues of handling situations, some being better than others. But, if we truly love 
others, we will overcome our fear and stand up for those who are mistreated … 
who may not be able to stand up for themselves. 

e) Deuteronomy 31:6 “Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread of them, 
for it is the LORD your God who goes with you. He will not leave you or forsake 
you.” 

4) Be others-centered and courageous for those who need you to stand up for them. 
b. Humility … for the benefit of others 

1) In chapter 5, we see that Esther was willing to give up her own life for others.  
a) If she had been saturated with her own sense of self-worth, she wouldn’t have been 

willing to give up her life for . 
b) But, she was humble. She was willing to lay her safety aside for the benefit of 

others. 
2) People misunderstand what humility is. 

a) Many think that humility and meekness would require Jesus to restate one of His 
Beatitudes: “The meek shall inherit the earth … if that’s OK with everybody else.” 

b) No! Humility isn’t thinking poorly of ourselves.  
c) “Humility is not thinking less of yourself; it is thinking of yourself less.” – C.S. Lewis 
d) Humility is being honest with who God made us to be … but realizing that it is our 

privilege to honor and help others. Our life isn’t about us. 
e) This is the essence of the command to love our neighbor as we love ourselves. We 

are called to be others-centered. 
3) After all, God loves those who live life for others and are humble. 

a) James 4:6 “… ‘God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.’” 
c. Service … for the benefit of others 

1) Courage and humility weren’t enough. Esther had to act. 
a) Had she not stood before the king and then taken steps to stop the murderous plot 

of Haman, thousands of Jews would have been slaughtered. 
b) We can’t just recognize what needs to be done. We’ve got to act. 
c) If Esther had not acted, the Jews would have been killed. 
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d) If Moses had not acted, the Jews would have remained slaves. 
e) If David had not acted, Goliath would have continued to threaten the Israelite army. 
f) If Jesus had not acted, we would still be in our sin and on our way to Hell. 

2) If we are to truly be others-centered, we have to act! 
a) We have to put ourselves aside and serve others. As Jesus-followers, we realize that 

we are living for others, not simply for ourselves. 
b) On the evening that Jesus was betrayed, He told us how He wanted His followers to 

live. He took off his robe and put on a servant’s towel. Then, He did something 
demeaning – He washed His disciples’ feet. Then, He spoke to them… 

c) John 13:12-15 “When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and 
resumed his place, he said to them, ‘Do you understand what I have done to you? 
You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. If I then, your Lord and 
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I 
have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to you.’” 

d) Jesus has called us to serve others. To demonstrate our love for them by refusing to 
live a self-centered life and, instead, live an others-centered life. 

3) Do you want to be great in God’s eyes and in the eyes of others? Then live for others. 
a) The famed preacher, D.L. Moody, once said: “The measure of a man is not how 

many servants he has but how many men he serves.” 
b) Sure, we remember some stories about men and women who lived for themselves. 

But, we LOVE the stories of people who lived their life to bless others. 
Now, let’s quickly look at someone who lived a self-centered life… 
READ Esther 5:9-14 
2. Avoid These Self-Centered Qualities (v. 9-14) 

a. Anger … directed at others 
1) Haman was angry! He was livid! 

a) Why? Because his life was all about himself and Mordecai wasn’t participating. 
b) When Mordecai didn’t show value to Haman, Haman got angry. 

2) We know what that’s like don’t we? 
a) We do something kind for someone and they don’t even say “thank you” and we 

get upset. 
b) We find out that someone else is saying really bad things about us and we get 

angry. 
c) We may even feel slighted if we are at a church dinner, there are two slices of pie 

left, and the person in front of us get the largest one.  
d) Two friends were at a church potluck. They both approached the dessert table and 

saw two slices of apple pie. One was certainly larger than the other. The first friend 
put the largest piece of pie on his plate leaving the smallest for his friend. 

e) “Well, you certainly do have nerve!" exclaimed the second friend.  
f) “What's troubling you?” 
g) “Look what you've done. You've given me the little piece and taken the big one for 

yourself.”  
h) “How would you have done it?”  
i) “If I were serving, I would have given you the big piece.”  
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j) “Well, I’ve got it, haven’t I?”1 
k) We often don’t see self-centeredness inside of us. But, it will show up when we get 

angry at others. 
3) Anger is not always sinful. But, there is certainly a type of anger that is wrong. 

a) The only way to be angry and not sin is to be angry at sin. 
b) When we are angry at people, we need to check our heart. We probably have some 

self-centered tendencies that need to be eradicated. 
b. Pride … directed at others 

1) Haman’s anger was directly tied to his pride and was contrasted with Esther’s humility. 
a) Haman was all about himself. His world revolved around him. 
b) He wanted Mordecai to grovel to satisfy his ego. 
c) Haman also bored his family and friends to death on this night when he brought 

them over … and told them all about himself. 
2) We often don’t see pride in ourselves. 

a) But, while we don’t see it in ourselves, others see it clearly. One of the tell-tell signs 

of pride is that we often talk about ourselves and grow tired of talking about others. 

3) But, pride is more than just poor social skills. It is sin. 
a) Pride is the ultimate anti-God sin and He despises it. 
b) Proverbs 16:5 “Everyone who is arrogant in heart is an abomination to the LORD; be 

assured, he will not go unpunished.” 
c) James 4:6 “… Therefore it says, ‘God opposes the proud but gives grace to the 

humble.’” 
4) Don’t be an ugly, arrogant person. Be humble; be others-centered. 

c. Vengeance … directed at others 
1) Haman was filled with pride and he was angered when Mordecai didn’t acknowledge 

his perceived worth.  
a) The only response someone like him could have is revenge. 
b) For Haman, a man of power, that meant that he wanted to kill Mordecai. 

2) Now, we may say we have NEVER thought about taking someone else’s life. 
a) But, Jesus said in Matthew 5 that anger is the same as murder. 
b) As Jesus-followers, revenge is NEVER an option for us. 
c) Romans 12:19-21 “Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of 

God, for it is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.’ To the 
contrary, ‘if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to 
drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.’ Do not be overcome 
by evil, but overcome evil with good.” 

 
Conclusion 
So, who are you living for? Yourself? Or are you other’s centered. 
Benjamin Franklin once said that he who is wrapped up in himself makes a very small package. 
Decide to take your walk with Jesus seriously and do as He did – live for others. 
 

                                                           
1 Daily Bread, August 11, 1992. 
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