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“Keep Calm and Carry On” 
Esther 6 

 
Introduction 
In 1939, World War II broke lose. The British government appointed their Ministry of 
Information to come up with some slogans to keep the moral of the British people up. One 
poster they produced said, “Your Courage, Your Cheerfulness, Your Resolution will Bring Us 
Victory”. Another one said, “Freedom is in Peril, Defend it with All Your Might.” 
 
But, there was a third poster that they planned to release when Germany invaded Britain. Since 
that invasion never happened, the poster was never officially released to the public. That 
poster said simply, “Keep Calm and Carry On.” In those few words, it was intended to tap into 
the heart of each British citizen to stand up in defiance of anything that would threaten to undo 
them. 
 
So, what do YOU do you when life gets tough and uncertainty is in the air? 

• Do you dig your heels in like the British in 1939 and just resolve to tough it out? 

• Do you settle into an anxious, fearful mood and maybe even get a little depressed? 

• Do you just hope things work out and hope you get a little bit of luck? 
What do you think about to keep hope alive and ward off anxiety and fear? 
 
As we come to Esther 6, the answer is illustrated beautifully. Honestly, it all seemed hopeless. 
Evil Haman had convinced the King of Persia to kill all of the Jews.  

• How was Haman to be stopped?  

• How were the Jews to be saved?  

• Would Esther still be alive when the sun went down that day? 
 
Yet, while God’s name isn’t mentioned once in the story, His fingerprints are everywhere. Let’s 
read Esther 6 to see how that day played out and then investigate what was going on behind 
the scenes. We’re going to dig into some theology and talk about God’s Providence. If we can 
understand this truth, it can bring incredible comfort, especially when life gets hard or 
uncertain. 
 
READ Esther 6 (and elaborate) 
 
1. God Reigns Supremely 

a. When we use words like “God reigns supremely,” we refer to language that was used in 
Scripture and very familiar to the original writers and readers of God’s Word. 
1) There were no democracies in Bible times. 
2) There were no representative republics, like our form of government. 
3) There were primarily theocracies and monarchies. 
4) Israel was a theocracy from the time they left Egypt until Solomon became their king. 

They followed the Lord as He installed leaders and prophets. 
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5) But, Israel wanted to be like all of the other nations and have a king so they became a 
monarchy. This form of government was were all power rested upon one man. When 
He spoke, things happened. His word was law. There was nothing to hold him back 
unless it was a force greater than his own. He was … sovereign! 

b. So, when we say that God is sovereign, we mean that He is all-powerful and does 
whatever He pleases. 
1) This was first demonstrated in Genesis 1-2 when God spoke and the universe came 

into being. It demonstrated His infinite power and His right to rule what He created. 
2) Throughout the rest of Scripture, we are reminded of how powerful God is as He does 

whatever He pleases. 
a) Psalm 115:3 “Our God is in the heavens; he does all that he pleases.” 
b) Psalm 135:6 “Whatever the LORD pleases, he does, in heaven and on earth, in the 

seas and all deeps.”  
c) Ephesians 1:11 “In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined 

according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his 
will,” 

3) Over and over in Scripture, we read of a God who is infinite in power doing whatever 
He pleases. We also see illustrated in Esther 6 where there was an All-Powerful God 
working behind the scenes to accomplish His purposes. 

4) But, to what extent does God work? Is it only the small things? 
a) He is over the weather: Matthew 8:26-27 “…Then he (Jesus) rose and rebuked the 

winds and the sea, and there was a great calm. And the men marveled, saying, 
‘What sort of man is this, that even winds and sea obey him?’” 

b) He’s also over nations and supreme rulers: 
c) Job 12:23 “He makes nations great, and he destroys them; he enlarges nations, and 

leads them away.” 
d) Exodus 9:13-16 (God raised up Pharaoh). 

5) And God has not changed.  
a) He is just as powerful today as He ever was in the story of Esther.  
b) Just because His name isn’t mentioned and He isn’t observed in the story doesn’t 

mean He isn’t actively working.  
c) In fact, the absence of references to God in the book of Esther gives me comfort 

because there are often times when it doesn’t seem like God is near me, either. 
And, yet I know that He is All-Powerful and IS working behind the scenes. 

So, let’s get a little more detailed. What exactly does our All-Powerful God do behind the 
scenes as He is accomplishing His purposes? 
2. God Works to Accomplish His Purposes 

a. So, when we look at Esther 6: 
1) What (or who) kept King Ahasuerus awake that night? (6:1) 
2) Who gave the king the idea to have the books read to him? (6:1) 
3) Who gave the readers the idea to read in the section that they did? (6:2) 
4) Who had previously put Mordecai where he could hear of a plot against the king so 

that he could report it and his actions be recorded? (6:2) 
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5) Who influenced King Ahasuerus to ask the question: “What has been done to honor 
Mordecai?” (6:3) 

6) Who timed Haman’s entrance to the king’s court at that precise moment? (6:4) 
7) We could keep going and going and going. Everything in this chapter shows perfect 

timing. What (or Who) was orchestrating this?! 
b. God is not only All-Powerful - He uses His power to accomplish His purposes. 

1) That means that He steps into our lives to move them in a certain direction. Whether it 
is King Ahasuerus or you and me, God is working in every single detail to move it 
toward His desired end. 
a) Proverbs 16:9 “The heart of man plans his way, but the LORD establishes his steps.”  
b) This means that when you woke up this morning and decided what clothes to put 

on and what route to drive to church and all of the other decisions you made, you 
might not have realized that God was working out those details.  

c) You made those decisions of your own free will … but God was also moving you to 
make those decisions to accomplish His purposes for you today. 

2) Let’s look at another Scripture: 
a) Philippians 2:12 “Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not 

only as in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation 
with fear and trembling,”  

b) So, when you were saved, something very special happened inside of you. You 
became a new creation. 

c) We are encouraged in this verse to “work out” what is inside. WE are the ones held 
responsible to do this.  

d) … but then look at the next verse. 
e) Philippians 2:13 “for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his 

good pleasure.”  
f) Here, we realize that it is God who is working in us to desire to “work out” our 

salvation and it is Him who enables us to act on that desire. 
g) You say, “I don’t understand this.” Well, join the crowd. We are simply told to 

believe these truths because they are in Scripture. But, we don’t understand how 
they work together. 

c. So, when we read Esther 6 and see how King Ahasuerus was kept up at night and how the 
readers were reading from the very place where Mordecai’s deeds were mentioned and 
when we read that Haman showed up at that exact time, and so much more, we could 
easily write it off as luck or coincidence … if we are not Christians. 

d. But, since we are Christians who believe God’s Word, we NEVER believe in luck or 
coincidence.  
1) Instead, we believe in a God who is infinitely powerful and who is actively working out 

every single detail of our life. 
2) Listen to what Jesus once told His disciples: 

a) Matthew 10:29-31 “Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them 
will fall to the ground apart from your Father. But even the hairs of your head are 
all numbered. Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.” 
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b) Pastor and Bible teacher, John MacArthur says of these verses: “Jesus was teaching 
that God providentially controls the timing and circumstances of such insignificant 
events as the death of a sparrow. Even the number of hairs on our heads is 
controlled by His sovereign will. In other words, divine providence governs even the 
smallest details and even the most mundane matters.” 

e. Christian, not one single thing can happen this day unless God wills it or allows it to 
happen.  
1) He is so involved in even the most minute of details that you are NEVER out of His 

care.  
2) His love for you governs everything He does in your life or allows into your life. His love 

means that He wants you to defeat sin in your life and become more like Jesus so that 
you are free to enjoy Him and free to be blessed by Him. 

3) These truths enable Him to make the following promise: 
4) Romans 8:28 “And we know that for those who love God all things work together for 

good, for those who are called according to his purpose.” 
5) This doesn’t mean that things will always be easy or go well for us, though.  
6) I have been reading the book of Job for the past couple of weeks and it is the story of a 

man who was incredibly prosperous and had a large family … and he lost it all in one 
day. As he says the following, he is broken but convinced of God’s providential care. 

7) Job 1:21-22 “And he said, ‘Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked shall I 
return. The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; blessed be the name of the 
LORD.’ In all this Job did not sin or charge God with wrong.” 

8) Trusting in God’s care doesn’t mean that things will always go well. It DOES mean that 
we can trust that whatever happens had to go through God’s hands before it got to us 
… and we trust Him. 

But, this view of God’s sovereign rule over all creation does not exempt mankind from the 
moral consequences of his actions. 
3. People Are Responsible for Their Actions 

a. When we talk of God’s sovereign rule over His creation, especially over mankind, we 
mean that He oftentimes allows evil. Yet, He overrules the evil and still brings about the 
good. 

b. Just listen to what Joseph said to his brothers, those men who many years earlier had 
hated him and sold him into slavery. 
1) Genesis 50:20 “As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to 

bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today.” 
2) This truth demonstrates that even when we are the objects of injustice, God STILL 

works behind the scenes to bring about good. It might not mean that we end up being 
blessed like Joseph. It may, instead, be just another opportunity to become patient, 
and reliant on God. 

c. “OK, God works things out for good but what about the person who did the wrong?” 
1) Listen to what Jesus said about Judas Iscariot. 
2) Matthew 26:24 “The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that man by 

whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had 
not been born.” 
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3) God is working out His plan, even allowing evil to be used to accomplish it. But, God 
will hold those who do evil accountable for their actions. 

 
Conclusion 
This is a huge topic. But, as we have looked this morning, we realize that our God is powerfully 
governing His creation. 
 
Things don’t just happen.  
Things are never out of control.  
We serve a God who is actively working in even the smallest of details to accomplish His 
purposes. And He is more than powerful enough to make it happen. 
 
So, when life gets difficult or it seems uncertain, reflect on these biblical truths and … “Keep 
Calm and Carry On.” 


