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“And Justice for All” 
Esther 7:1-10 

 
Introduction 
A little less than 2 weeks ago, the last known Nazi guard (Jakiw Palij) on American soil was 
deported to Germany. While he is now a frail 95-year-old man, about 75 years ago he was a 
Nazi guard at a labor camp in World War II.  
 
He was discovered on America soil in 1993 but the problems of deporting him were 
complicated. Just one of the problems was that he was born in a section of Poland, which is 
now in the Ukraine, but he worked for the Nazi German army. Poland and Ukraine refused to 
take him because they said he was Germany’s responsibility. Germany had refused to take him 
because they said he wasn’t a German citizen. 
 
“Sarah Huckabee Sanders, (President) Trump’s spokeswoman, said in a statement that ‘the 
United States will not tolerate those who facilitated Nazi crimes and other human rights 
violations, and they will not find a safe haven on American soil.’”1 
 
This whole debacle was because of, among other things, each person had a deep-seated sense 
of justice. When they considered this man, they wanted no part of him because of what he had 
done. He had participated in a regime that had committed unfathomable atrocities against the 
helpless Jewish people. No matter how old that former Nazi guard was, justice must be done. 
 
Well, if we go back in time 2,500 years, we come to another time when the Jews were 
threatened with a holocaust. They were threatened with complete extermination. And one 
brave woman stood up and was used by God to stop it. 
 
But, as I studied Esther 7 in preparation for this morning, I couldn’t help but see that “justice” is 
the theme of this part of the story. An evil man who had talked the king into decreeing that all 
Jews should be killed was exposed and he was executed by the end of the chapter. So, let’s look 
at the theme of justice this morning – and end on a wonderful note – grace! 
 
READ Esther 7:1-10 
(Elaborate on what Esther’s approach is as she speaks with the King (vs. 3-4). She is relating to 
the King on terms of financial gain, something that was a primary focus of his (see also 3:9). 
Note that her primary motive, though, was moral. She called Haman “wicked” (v. 6). Clearly, 
Esther was motivated to point out the injustice of someone who was acting so wickedly as to 
have thousands of people killed. Haman needed to be exposed and justice needed to be done.) 
 
So, let’s look at the topic of justice and begin with the starting point … God. 
 
 

                                                           
1 https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/21/world/europe/nazi-guard-deported.html 
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1. God Loves Justice 
a. What is justice? 

1) Justice is rooted in morality. It is rooted in a knowledge that there is “right” and there 
is “wrong.” When those norms of what is right are violated, injustice has taken place. It 
must be punished to keep it from happening again. 

2) For instance, we have a social norm that says that stealing is wrong. When someone 
breaks into your house and takes some of your things, an injustice has taken place and 
it must be punished so it doesn’t happen again. 

3) We have a social norm that says that life is valuable. When someone is murdered, 
injustice has taken place and the must be punished. 

4) So, injustice is rooted in morality. Injustice is a violation of what we know and accept 
to be right. It is also the expectation that when an injustice happens, it will be 
punished. 

b. So, our next question is: “Where do we get our moral code?” 
1) God! 
2) We believe that a moral being created everything that exists. And, as a moral Creator, 

He defines what is right and what is wrong. 
a) Deuteronomy 32:4 “The Rock (we’re not talking about Alcatraz nor Dwayne Johnson 

– they pale in comparison to our God), his work is perfect, for all his ways are 
justice. A God of faithfulness and without iniquity, just and upright is he.”  

b) This verse makes it clear that everything God does is right. Since this claim is made, 
then we can deduce that He defines what is right. He is the moral code. 

c) And since injustice is any deviance from what is right, then anything we do that 
deviates from what God has defined as right and good is immoral and an injustice. 

3)  So, as mankind violates God’s law, God (who is just) must punish that sin! 
a) Numbers 14:18 “‘The LORD is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, 

forgiving iniquity and transgression, but he will by no means clear the guilty, visiting 
the iniquity of the fathers on the children, to the third and the fourth generation.’” 

b) God NEVER allows someone who is guilty to go free. And sometimes the sin and its 
consequences continue on and take 3-4 generations to weed out. 

c) Someone who is an alcoholic may pass that sin onto their kids who will pass it on to 
their kids. It may take 3-4 generations to finally stop the trend. 

d) Some injustice may not be dealt with in this life. But, we realize that no injustice will 
be overlooked. Every single person will stand before the Lord one day on the Day of 
Judgement. Those who have never trusted in Jesus will be at The Great White 
Throne Judgment where EVERYTHING will be made right (Revelation 20:11-15). 

4) So, God is the law-giver, His actions define what is moral, and He delights to make 
things right when injustice takes place. 

2. We Desire Justice 
a. Let’s reflect back on Esther 7. 

1) Esther wasn’t just pleading for her life. She called Haman “wicked.” Her primary 
motivation was moral. 

2) Esther: “Haman sits here having gained the king’s pleasure. He has been elevated to a 
very high position in Persia that gives him incredible luxuries and privileges. He’s sitting 
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in the palace smiling and enjoying the company of the king and queen. All the while, 
he has contrived a plan to wipe out all of the Jews. While he eats and laughs in the 
palace, he has caused terror to fall on thousands of Jews. THIS IS UNJUST!!! THIS ISN’T 
RIGHT!!!” 

b. Do you ever have those feelings arise within you? “It isn’t fair!” “It’s not right!” 
1) You’re in a parking lot and are about to pull into a parking spot close to the front when 

someone takes your spot. 
2) You’re the best qualified for the promotion at work but someone with connections got 

the job you wanted. 
3) This past Friday evening at the Lifehouse Banquet, we heard a husband tell the story of 

his wife. When she was 15 years old, she was raped by an Uncle. Her mom treated her 
like it was her fault and took her to an abortion clinic where the baby was killed. Life 
began to spiral out of control and she ended up being a prostitute for 2 years. God 
redeemed that story and brought someone into her life that He used to get her back. 
In fact, she and her husband have now been married for 36 years. But, you can’t help 
but look back and say, “That wasn’t fair! That was unjust!” 

4) We further realize that there is an internal desire for justice when someone does 
something wrong and then something bad happens to them. 
a) “What goes around … comes around.” 
b) “He got what was coming to him.” 

c. We get that craving for justice from God. 
1) God has made us moral creatures and we innately know much of what is right and 

wrong. When we see something wrong happen, we want to see that it is made right. 
2) Honestly, this is why we oftentimes fail to forgive.  

a) We are concerned that someone who did something wrong to us is not going to be 
punished. So, we become the judge, the jury, and the prison warden. 

b) This is in spite of the fact that God has commanded us to forgive others. 
c) Ephesians 4:32 “Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as 

God in Christ forgave you.” 
d) We often struggle to forgive because, if we are honest, we aren’t convinced that 

God will do anything about it. We are concerned that injustice will prevail. 
So, how can justice be administered with a Christian worldview that includes love and grace? 
3. How Can Justice Be Achieved? 

a. Let’s look at God first. 
1) He is holy and He must punish sin! How can He express love while maintaining his 

holiness and desire to make sure that injustices are punished? 
2) READ Romans 3:23-26 (and elaborate) 
3) God’s holiness demanded that all sin and sinners must be punished. But, He sent His 

Son to pay the sin debt of everyone who would believe.  
4) This was an act of grace that could and should never have been expected. God only did 

it because He is a holy AND gracious, loving God. 
b. What about us? How can we be agents of justice in an unjust world? 

1) Speak up for those who have no voice. 
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a) Proverbs 31:8 (NLT) “Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves; ensure 
justice for those being crushed.” 

b) Esther did this! Because of her courageous actions, thousands upon thousands of 

Jewish lives were spared. 

c) If you see someone who is being mistreated or abused, don’t just walk on the other 
side of the road like the priest and the Levite but speak up and stop to help like the 
Good Samaritan.  

d) If you see someone getting bullied, or you see someone mistreated because of the 
color of their skin or socio-economic condition, or any sort of other injustice, speak 
up! 

e) “There may be times when we are powerless to prevent injustice, but there must 
never be a time when we fail to protest.” - Elie Weasel (Romanian-born American 
Jewish who died in 2016) 

2) Appeal to authorities when necessary. 
a) When an injustice happens that is illegal, our Christian worldview acknowledges 

that God has given us an institution that is intended to administer justice. So, we 
submit to, inform, and cooperate with the governing authority. 

b) Romans 13:4 (NLT) “The authorities are God’s servants, sent for your good. But if 
you are doing wrong, of course you should be afraid, for they have the power to 
punish you. They are God’s servants, sent for the very purpose of punishing those 
who do what is wrong.” 

3) Extend grace in appropriate ways 
a) As Christians, we are commanded even to love our enemies and those who are 

persecuting us. How is this possible?! 
b) Romans 12:14-21 
c) We are able to extend kindness and grace to those who are treating us unjustly not 

because we don’t care about justice but because we know that God will exercise 
justice so we don’t have to. 

 
Conclusion 
Your desire for justice isn’t wrong. But, you must be so careful in how you handle it. 
 
Are you struggling with an injustice right now? Someone has done something to you and you 
refuse to forgive them? Then, turn it over to God. Rest in the fact that He loves justice much 
more than you do and He will deal with it in his time and in His way. 
 
If you are observing injustice, then you need to stand up against it. Speak up. Realize that you, 
like Esther, could be God’s means of defending and protecting those who have no voice. 
 
If you are not a follower of Jesus, God will be just to send you to Hell forever as a consequence 
of the fact that you have broken God’s laws. But, He has made a way for you to be forgiven and 
saved. Trust in Jesus! Let Jesus pay your sin debt. Ask Him to save you right now! 


