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“Achieving Victory on the Battlefield” 
Esther 8:1-9:19 

 
Introduction 
As we come to Esther 8 & 9, we come to the part of the story where the Jews were allowed to 
protect themselves against those whose weapons were locked and loaded and just waiting for 
the designated day to kill them. The bad guys lose and the good guys ride off into the sunset. 
 
Let’s read a portion of these chapters. 
READ Esther 8:1-8 
After this, Mordecai and Esther came up with a plan to give the Jews the right to counter attack 
on the exact day that Haman had determined that the Jews could be killed by those in their 
community.  
When we get to Esther 9:1-19, we see that the Jews were successful. They defended 
themselves and were saved. 
 
But, as I studied Esther 8:1 – 9:19 this this past week, I couldn’t help but ask myself a few 
questions: 

• Why has the history of the Jews been filled with stories of how they have had to fight 
for their very survival? Yes, they whipped up on the bad guys in Esther 8 & 9. In fact, it 
has been a general rule that those who have sought to bring harm on the Jews have 
eventually regretted their actions. But why do the bad guys keep giving Israel trouble? 

• When we look at Israel’s plight and how they are mistreated by their enemies, what can 
we learn about the nature of our own enemy? 

• We see how Israel responded when they were threatened by their enemy. But, how are 
we to respond as Jesus-followers?  

 
1. Why Have the Jews Often Been Under Attack? 

a. The fact that the Jews have been mistreated ever since they became a people group 
about 3,500 years ago is a historical fact. Here are just a few of the highlights: 
1) They were birthed in persecution as they were enslaved in Egypt. 
2) Many years later, the Assyrians and then the Babylonians took them into captivity. 
3) Rome ultimately destroyed their temple in 70 AD. 
4) Soon, the Jews were being blamed for killing Jesus and this claim was used to justify 

persecuting them. 
5) The black plague that killed 25 million Europeans in the mid-1300’s would be blamed 

on the Jews. Thousands of Jews were tortured, butchered and burned as a result. 
6) Hitler blamed the Jews for Germany’s problems and he led the Nazis to commit 

unspeakable atrocities and mass killings of the Jews. After WWII was over, it was 
calculated that around 6 million Jews had been killed. 

7) When the Jews were given their land back in 1948, the Arab nations came to despise 
them. 

8) Now, you will hear voices every now and then blame Jews for any number of maladies. 
b. The Jews live in a broken world with bad people 
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1) The Jewish people in the book of Esther were threatened with extermination because 
of an evil man named Haman. Because of his wicked heart, and because for his own 
reasons, He despised the Jews and they were faced with persecution. 

2) Oftentimes, this is why the Jews have suffered. Because there are people with wicked 
hearts who are filled with hate. 

c. The Jews periodically invite God’s discipline 
1) We see this over and over in the Old Testament. 
2) God delighted to bless the Jewish people, His Chosen People. But, when they strayed 

from Him, He loved them so much that He disciplined them to bring them back.  
3) Proverbs 3:11-12 “My son, do not despise the LORD’s discipline or be weary of his 

reproof, for the LORD reproves him whom he loves, as a father the son in whom he 
delights.” 

4) Sometimes, His discipline included using famine, or disease, or other nations who 
brought military defeat or persecution. 

d. The Jews have a Satanic foe who wants to destroy them 
1) Let’s go to an unlikely place – Revelation 12. 
2) Now, before we begin reading, realize that portions of the book of Revelation need to 

be taken like the parables that Jesus told. When you get a grasp of the underlying 
spiritual truth, it makes perfect sense. So, as we read a portion of Revelation 12, 
realize that: 
a) The woman = Israel 
b) The dragon = Satan 
c) The child = Jesus  

3) READ Revelation 12:1-6. 
a) In these verses, we see that Satan was furious and was going after Israel in order to 

get rid of her before she could give birth to Jesus. 
b) Then, after Jesus’ birth, Satan tried to kill him in Herod’s decree to kill all male 

children. 
c) Then, after Jesus ascended to Heaven, Satan continued to go after the Jews simply 

because they were the ones through whom the Messiah came. Since they were 
precious to God, Satan despised them. 

4) READ Revelation 12:13-16. 
a) While the events spoken of in these verses are talking about the second half of the 

Tribulation Period, it just shows that Satan has tried to destroy Israel before Jesus 
was born and will continue to try to destroy her until the Tribulation Period. 

So, Israel has had bad stuff happen to her for 3,500 years 1) because of a sin-sick world, and 2) 
because God periodically moves to discipline them, but 3) it has also been because they have a 
Satanic foe who wants to destroy them. 
I want you to notice the final verse of Revelation 12. It tells us that Satan also has another 
enemy: those who are Jesus-followers. 
READ Revelation 12:17. 
 
2. Why Have Christians Often Been Under Attack? 

a. We live in a broken world with bad people 
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b. We periodically invite God’s discipline 
c. We have a Satanic foe who wants to destroy us 

1) READ Ephesians 6:10-12 
2) Our enemy is not people. It never was and never will be. 
3) Our enemy is Satan who uses people to accomplish His purposes. 
4) If you are a follower of Jesus, Satan despises you. You are loathsome to Him. And there 

are bad things that will happen to you because you are Satan’s target. 
5) Why? 

a) Because you belong to God and are precious to Him. Satan hates you for that. He 
can’t hurt God so He will hurt what is precious to God. 

b) Because you are pursuing holiness. He despises you for that. He hates anything that 
has to do with becoming more like Jesus. 

c) Because you are on the opposing side. You are called to be light so that you push 
back moral darkness – and moral darkness is His territory.  

6) READ 1 Peter 5:8 
a) Satan would love for nothing more than to destroy your testimony or even take 

your life just like he desires to destroy the Jews. 
b) So, what can be done? How do we fight back? 

3. How to Counter-Attack and Win the Battle 
a. Israel, like all others nations, has the God-given right (Romans 13:1-7) to defend herself. 

1) So, if you are Esther and Mordecai with the authority of the government, you stand up 
to defend yourself and push back or get rid of the threat to your existence. 

2) On our trip to Israel a few months ago, Kim and I visited the border of Syria – a place 
we had never wanted to visit. But, it was remarkably peaceful. Our tour guide told us 
to turn around, look to the top of the mountain where all of the towers and buildings 
were located, and wave. We, almost certainly, were being watched by the Israeli 
military. 

3) Our trip back to the airport in Tel Aviv was uneventful but a couple in our group later 
told Kim that some troublemakers had set kites on fire and sent them over into some 
Israeli fields. The Israelis took measures to make it very clear that it was never to 
happen again. 

b. We, on the other hand, must respond differently. 
1) We have to realize that we are in a spiritual battle with a Satanic foe who wants to 

destroy us. We need to fight Him. But how? 
2) Put on the armor of God! 
3) READ Ephesians 6:13-18 

a) “Belt of Truth” (v. 14) – Commit to a life of truth. Crave to know the Truth of Gods 
Word and live according to it, especially in your heart (integrity). 

b) “Breastplate of Righteousness” (v. 14) – Rely upon Jesus’ righteousness but 
cultivate your own. 

c) “Shoes – Gospel of Peace” (v. 15) – Enjoy the peace that Jesus has brought between 
you and God. 

d) “Shield of Faith” (v. 16) – Develop a restful trust in God’s Word and God’s heart. 
e) “Helmet of Salvation” (v. 17) – Rest in the confidence that you are Heaven-bound. 
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f) “Sword of the Spirit” (v. 17) – Internalize and use God’s Word. 
g) Pray! Pray! Pray! (v. 18) – Fall on your knees and fight like a warrior!  

 
Conclusion 
The picture on the screen is the Valley in Jezreel. It is where the Battle of Armageddon will be 
fought. The forces haven’t even gathered but we know who will be victorious. God’s people 
win! 
 
Friend, you are on a battlefield. Your enemy is Satan himself. But, let me let you in on a little 
secret – You Win! Eventually, your foe will be defeated and sentenced to Hell forever.  
But, for now, the battle rages. Your enemy is like a lion seeking to devour you. But you have 
been given the armor to be victorious over him. So, realize this life will be a battle but you can 
win! 
 
We attended my Grandma Keltie‘s funeral yesterday. It was honestly a celebration of her life. 
As she lived out the gospel, she essentially preached her own funeral sermon while she lived. 
Life for Herb was not easy but she finished strong like a warrior dash or allegiance to our king 
was on questioned. And as I looked around the room yesterday and saw all of her six children 
following the Lord, and all of her grandchildren doing the same and leading their own children 
to follow Jesus, I couldn’t help but realize that following Jesus is not a private thing. Many will 
come after us who are affected by the decisions that we will make. 
 
So what about you? Are you serious about fighting the enemy and about your allegiance to King 
Jesus? Or are you just playing games? 
  
Joshua 24:15 (ESV): “…choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers 
served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But 
as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” 


