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“How to Be Wise Beyond Your Years” 
James 1:5-8 

 
Introduction 
Well, we only have 79 shopping days until Christmas. (And an orchestra of sighs ripples across 
the room.) 
 
Speaking of Christmas, Jay Leno, the late-night comedian, once said: “The Supreme Court has 
ruled that they cannot have a nativity scene in Washington, DC. This wasn’t for any religious 
reasons. They (simply) couldn’t find three wise men.” 
 
We would all agree that we wish there was a little more wisdom being demonstrated in 
Washington. But, when we point a finger, there are three pointing right back at us. We don’t 
always demonstrate wisdom either.  
 
Honestly, wisdom is something you and I desperately need. So, this morning, we’re going to talk 
about what wisdom is and how we can get it. 
 
READ James 1:5-8  
 
1. Understand What Wisdom Is 

a. Wisdom: The ability to see things correctly and make good choices that move us toward 
Christlikeness and God’s blessings. 

b. Biblical wisdom is primarily about morality. It isn’t so much about intellect. 
1) If we were to say, “That woman is very wise!”, we would typically mean that she has a 

keen intellect. But, that’s not the primary way that the Bible uses the word, wisdom.  
2) You may say, “Well, I’m just not that smart.” That may or may not be true but it has 

very little to do with whether or not you can develop incredible wisdom. 
c. When someone is wise, they may not be too smart but they make good, moral choices. 

1) Proverbs 2:6, 9-11 (NLT) “6 For the LORD grants wisdom! From his mouth come 
knowledge and understanding. … 9 Then you will understand what is right, just, and 
fair, and you will find the right way to go. 10 For wisdom will enter your heart, and 
knowledge will fill you with joy. 11 Wise choices will watch over you. Understanding will 
keep you safe.”  

2) If you noticed in these verses, wisdom is not a head-full of facts. It is the choices to do 
what is right, just, and fair, and finding the right way to go.”    

d. Another way we can understand wisdom is to look at its opposite. In the book of 
Proverbs, the title “fool” is given as the opposite of wise. 
1) The word “fool” in the book of Proverbs doesn’t speak of intellect. It always speaks of 

someone who doesn’t bother thinking and they make stupid choices. 
a) Youtube videos of someone who is sitting on a branch while they are sawing off the 

end closest to the trunk. 
b) Or someone who is looking at the camera as they are about to swat a horses’ rear 

end … while they are standing behind the horse. 
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c) Famous last words of a fool: “Hey everybody, watch this!” 
d) But, there is one particular verse in Proverbs that says something good about fools. 
e) Proverbs 17:28 “Even a fool who keeps silent is considered wise; when he closes his 

lips, he is deemed intelligent.” 
f) If a fool would just shut his mouth, people wouldn’t think he was a fool. 

e. Friend, you are going to make decisions every day of your life. You and I NEED wisdom 
because virtually every decision we make will impact us for the rest of our lives. 
1) In the school years: who we befriend, will we choose to take a sip of the beer at the 

party, will we look at the dirty picture someone has on their phone, who we’re going 
to date, or even whether we will put off dating, what career we will aim at, who we 
will marry, … 

2) Adult life: what vehicle we will purchase (new or used), where we will live (buy or 
rent), what church we will go to, which job offer we will take, whether we will change 
jobs or stay, how to invest our retirement funds or how to spend them after 
retirement … 

f. Wisdom is the ability to look at life and see it for what it is; to see choices and be able to 
make the right more often than not; see the consequences of a sin and refuse to engage 
in that wrongdoing; we need this ability if we are going to spare ourselves much 
heartache in life. 

So, how do we get wisdom? 
2. Take Steps to Gain Wisdom 

a. Pray for wisdom 
1) We see in our text that we are to pray for wisdom. 
2) James 1:5 “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all 

without reproach, and it will be given him.  
3) It’s that simple. Just pray for it! Ask God for the wisdom you need! 
4) But, there’s more… 
5) James 1:6-8 “But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a 

wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. For that person must not 
suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, 
unstable in all his ways.” 

6) So, when we ask God for wisdom, or for anything else, after making certain that we are 
asking something that is within his will, then we should ask “in faith.” We believe He is 
going to give it to us because He told us He would in verse 5. 

7) But, get this, He’s not going to open up our cranium and poor in wisdom. It’s not an 
information download.  

8) It really begins with the next point… 
b. Cultivate a right relationship with the Lord 

1) Proverbs 9:10 “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of 
the Holy One is insight.” 

2) So, where does wisdom start? If we are going to arrive at a place where we have 
achieved wisdom and continue to grow in it, where does the journey begin? 

3) According to Proverbs 9:10, it begins with “the fear of the Lord.” 
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a) Some think that “the fear of the Lord” is an Old Testament concept and is not a part 
of New Testament Christianity. That is not true. Read: Acts 9:31; 2 Corinthians 7:1; 
Colossians 3:22. 

b) So, what’s “the fear of the Lord?” 
c) Some say it is a real fear. 
d) Some say it is holy awe. 
e) The best illustration I can think of is to imagine that we are standing on a walkway 

with a railing right next to us. On the other side of that railing, it drops for hundreds 
of feet. We have to yell to be heard because it’s very loud. Why? Because we are 
near Niagara Falls. Every second, 3,160 tons of water go over the falls. 

f) What makes that experience so incredible? The beauty and the raw power. There is 
something about being in the presence of something so amazing that our 
adrenaline is pumping … and we love it. We are afraid … but love it! 

g) The beginning of wisdom is when we come to have a better understanding of how 
wonderful our God is but also how powerful He is. If we REALLY come to 
understand His power, we realize that it is frightful. In fact, it motivates us to follow 
Him. But, we love Him and love the experience. 

4) You want wisdom? Then spend time getting to know God. And don’t create some 
figment of your imagination. Read Scripture and discover who He is and what He’s like. 
And develop a holy fear that you enjoy and that causes you to want to follow Him. 

c. Read and internalize God’s Word 
1) Psalm 19:7 “The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the 

LORD is sure, making wise the simple;”  
2) Do you want wisdom? Then read God’s Word. 
3) Something I did when I was a teenager was to read the book of Proverbs with the 

chapter corresponding to the day of the month. It has thirty chapters so I would read 
through Proverbs each month. 

4) But, I did something else when I was a teenager. I had a pad of paper and wrote 
headings at the top of each page: 
a) “Lazy,” “Fool,” “Poor,” “Rich,” “Wise,” etc. 
b) Then, as I read through Proverbs, I compiled a list of proverbs and principles of each 

of those groups. I had a page that was filled with what Proverbs said about foolish 
people, what Proverbs said about wise people, and so forth. 

5) Do you want to develop wisdom? Then read through Proverbs and find out what wise 
people do? Find out how they think.  

d. Spend time with wise people 
1) If you want to develop wisdom, you need to spend time around people who have 

wisdom. 
2) Proverbs 13:20 “He who walks with the wise grows wise, but a companion of fools 

suffers harm.” 
3) I have discovered this truth. 

a) When I took my first church in Princeton, I had been raised in a pastor’s home but 
had no clue how to actually be a pastor. So, I spent time with a man named Bro. 
Wallace York who had been a pastor for decades. I asked him questions and 
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listened to him talk. I’m convinced that the wisdom he shared with me helped me 
to spare that first church a lot of horrible rookie decisions. 

b) Since then, I’ve learned the joy of building relationships with guys who are farther 
down the road than I am and picking their brains. I gain wisdom by simply listening 
to them. 

4) Doug Larson: “Wisdom is the reward you get for a lifetime of listening when you would 
have preferred to talk.” 

5) Friend, I would tell you that if you are a follower of Jesus, you need someone who you 
are training but you also need someone who is farther down the road than you are.  
a) You need someone with more wisdom who you can learn from.  
b) Honestly, plenty of people don’t want to learn from someone farther down the 

road than they are because they think they know it all … or know enough. But, that 
kind of attitude has more in common with a fool than someone who is wise. 

c) Find someone who you can learn from. If you are a young married couple, find an 
older married couple to meet with and learn from. If you are a young man, find an 
older man (not your dad) who you can learn from. If you are a young woman, find 
an older woman (not your mom) to learn from. 

e. Learn from circumstances 
1) It is true that an ordinary man learns from his own experiences and a wise man learns 

from the experiences of others, but God wants us to learn some things on our own. 
a) In 1 Kings 3, we have that story that is so well-known. Two women had two babies 

but one of the women rolled over on her baby during the night and it died. So, she 
claimed that the other woman’s baby belonged to her. The case was brought to 
Solomon to decided. Obviously, he needed wisdom for such a situation like this. So, 
he demonstrated his wisdom by saying, “Cut the baby in half and give one half to 
each woman.” The mom of the baby cried out, “Please don’t kill my baby. Give him 
to the other women.” So, Solomon knew who the real mom was. 

b) 1 Kings 3:28 “And all Israel heard of the judgment that the king had rendered, and 
they stood in awe of the king, because they perceived that the wisdom of God was 
in him to do justice.” 

2) Solomon had been observant and had seen the love that a mom has for her child. He 
also observed that women did not care for someone else’s child as much as their own. 
He further observed that if someone was so cold-hearted as to be willing to lie about 
what one of these women was lying about, they would expose that heart with his little 
experiment. 

3) So, you want wisdom? Then learn from your experiences. Don’t make the same 
mistakes twice. In fact, learn from your mistakes so that you are wiser because of it. 

 
Conclusion 
Friend, life is too short. You are going to stand before Jesus much sooner than you think. He is 
going to examine your life and all of your regrets in that moment cannot be resolved. I want to 
hear Him say, “Well done!” but that means that I had better live this life well. I need wisdom for 
that. And so do you. So, will you pray for wisdom? Will you for work it? I pray that you do. 
READ James 1:5-8 


