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“How to Survive Financial Trials” 
James 1:9-12 

 
Introduction 
I’ll never forget my middle school gym teacher. He had a mean streak and liked to make all of 
us middle school boys feel intimidated in his presence. It was quite common for him to find 
some grievance against someone in our class – and he punished everyone for it. We would get 
in push-up position for a lengthy time, sometimes 10 to 15 minutes. Sometimes, it extended to 
the whole hour we were in gym. If he saw anyone in the class put their knees on the ground, 
they got the board of education applied to the seat of learning … and he would extend the time 
we all were in push-up position. 
 
If you asked me what I thought of middle school gym class, I would tell you that I hated it! But, 
if you asked me if I liked what it produced, I would tell you that I loved it. It developed mental 
toughness and physical fitness. 
 
That’s kind of like life. Let’s just be honest – sometimes life stinks. It’s hard, incredibly hard. And 
if you asked us if we liked the difficulties, we would say we did not! But, if we cooperated with 
God and didn’t get angry and bitter, we would acknowledge that we came out of those trials a 
much better person. It developed toughness and spiritual fitness. 
 
We don’t have a mean gym coach – we have a loving Heavenly Father who wants to develop all 
sorts of good things in us. That’s how we are to understand James 1:2-4. 
 
James 1:2-4 “Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know 
that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, 
that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.” 
 
“A Christian is like a tea bag. He isn’t worth much until he has been through some hot water.” – 
George Sweeting 
 
This morning, we come to a passage of Scripture that points out that our money (whether we 
have plenty or don’t have enough) is also a trial that God can use to develop some wonderful 
things within us. And we’re going to see a principle in verse 12 that will cause us to realize how 
serious this whole thing is. 
 
READ James 1:9-12 
1. Poverty will test our faith (v. 9) 

a. V. 9 “Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation,” 
b. The word “lowly” speaks of humble circumstances. 

1) It refers to those who were looked down upon by society, the poor. 
2) Why were they poor? Well, when we look back to the first verse of this book, we 

realize that James is writing to Jews who left their country because of “the Dispersion” 
(a.k.a. persecution).  
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3) Because of their faith in Jesus, they had been rejected by their own people. 
Persecution had set in. And, now, in another country, they were looked down on 
because they were Jews. So, while they may have been wealthy when they lived in 
Israel, they probably had to leave much of it behind and were now struggling in a 
country not their own. 

c. James says poverty is a test. 
1) In James 1:3, we see the phrase “testing of your faith.” 
2) In James 1:12, we see the phrase “when he has stood the test.” 
3) So, in between these bookends, we see poverty presented as one of the ways that our 

faith is tested. 
4) Now, we aren’t talking about people who are poor because they are lazy. The Bible 

calls us to have a very robust work ethic. 
5) 2 Thessalonians 3:10 “For even when we were with you, we would give you this 

command: If anyone is not willing to work, let him not eat.”  
6) The poverty we are talking about in James 1 is not because of laziness. It’s because no 

matter how hard those Christians tried, they just couldn’t make ends meet. 
d. So, when you are struggling to make ends meet, realize that it is providing an opportunity 

to develop character, to strengthen your faith.   
e. Fortunately, with the reminder that poverty is a test, we also get the information to pass 

the test. 
1) James 1:9 “Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation,” 
2) This means that a true saving faith will cause someone who is poor to realize that their 

standing before God has nothing to do with their financial situation.  
3) Since they are saved, they are wealthy beyond their imagination. The King of kings has 

declared them co-heirs with Him and they will one day enjoy that wealth. 
4) So, they see poverty as only a present, momentary test. 
5) Their faith enables them to look forward to their Heavenly reward and realize that 

they are already wealthy in Christ. It’s just a matter of time before they can enjoy it. 
6) James 2:5 “Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those who are poor in the 

world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised to those who 
love him?” 

f. So, while faith may not enable someone to break out of their condition of poverty, it can 
allow them to keep their chin up while in that condition. 

2. Wealth will test our faith (v. 10-11) 
a. V. 10-11 “and the rich in his humiliation, because like a flower of the grass he will pass 

away. For the sun rises with its scorching heat and withers the grass; its flower falls, and 
its beauty perishes. So also will the rich man fade away in the midst of his pursuits.” 

b. We might say, “Hey, I’d like to be tempted with wealth!” 
1) Well, I suppose it’s all in how we define wealth. 
2) Business Insider ran an article on April 20, 2018. They quoted a Charles Schwab survey 

that said that “ ‘Rich’ is defined by some Americans as having an average of $2.4 
million.” The article acknowledged that this amount differs by $100K or so depending 
upon which city you are in. But, other studies have revealed that the rich don’t think 
they are rich. The rich are those who have more money than them. 
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3) But, how society defines wealth is not important. What does God say about it? 
4) 1 Timothy 6:6-9 “6 But godliness with contentment is great gain, 7 for we brought 

nothing into the world, and we cannot take anything out of the world. 8 But if we have 
food and clothing, with these we will be content. 9 But those who desire to be rich fall 
into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and harmful desires that plunge 
people into ruin and destruction.” 

5) In the compare and contrast of these verses, Paul talks of those who have food and 
clothing – and those who are rich. That seems to say that someone is rich who has 
their basic needs meet … with something left over. 

6) Do you realize just how wealthy most of us are? If you want to see just how wealthy 
you are, take a trip to Guatemala next summer. Visit places where people are 
surviving. They have their basic needs met but not much at all left over. If we were to 
bring them to America and show them our houses, our vehicles, our televisions and 
mobile devices, our medical facilities, our church buildings, and tell them about the 
vacations we’ve been on, we would be embarrassed to tell them that we aren’t 
wealthy. Because we know that they would see our condition very differently. 

c. So, what is the test of wealth? 
1) Simply put, wealth can become our god. 
2) To see if it is our god, imagine that Jesus walked into the room. I’m not saying Jesus in 

His glorified, Heavenly condition with all of His splendor. I’m talking about Jesus in the 
body that He had in the first century. So, he walks in and He looks just like an ordinary 
Jewish man. He sits beside you and says that He wants you to follow Him. He wants to 
teach you how to live a life that prepares you for eternity. But, he says you have to do 
one thing first: Luke 18:22-23 (CSB) “22 … Sell all you have and distribute it to the poor, 
and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.’ 23 After he heard this, he 
became extremely sad, because he was very rich.”  

3) If we are honest, we would probably do the same thing as that rich young ruler. Our 
inability to sell everything we have to follow Jesus would demonstrate that we hold 
our possessions to be more valuable than Jesus. Our wealth would be our god. 

d. Fortunately, with the reminder that wealth is a test, we also get the information to pass 
the test. 
1) V. 9-11 “Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation, and the rich in his humiliation, 

because like a flower of the grass he will pass away. For the sun rises with its scorching 
heat and withers the grass; its flower falls, and its beauty perishes. So also will the rich 
man fade away in the midst of his pursuits.”  

2) What is the word of God saying?  
3) It calls those who are wealthy to put their possessions into perspective. 

a) When we traveled to Israel this past summer, we were amazed at how much of a 
desert it was. Sure, there was greenery but nothing like what we see here. 

b) But, the only flowers I saw were those planted by residents and business owners. I 
saw no flowers in the fields. 

c) I am told that flowers grow naturally in Israel around February but the hot sun kills 
them off within 2 or 3 months. They are gone. They are over with. 
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d) That is how God would have us to view our wealth. Don’t treat it like it’s our god. 
Don’t find our status in it. Don’t fret over losing it. Don’t hold it too tightly. Because, 
soon enough, it’s all going away. We may lose it in this life or we will lose it at death 
– but eventually, it’s all going away. 

4) So, once again, we see that passing the test of money is developing a Heavenly 
perspective on our wealth. 

3. Passing the test demonstrates true faith (v. 12) 
a. V. 12 “Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the 

test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him.” 
b. This is a fascinating verse. Let’s look at it a phrase at a time. 

1) “Blessed” – a recipient of God’s blessings and so he is happy. 
2) “who remains steadfast under trial” – the one who remains faithful; the one who 

keeps going; the one who continues following the Lord and doesn’t abandon him. He 
works to keep his poverty or his wealth in perspective. 

3) “when he has stood the test,”  
a) The word used in this phrase literally means, “when he has been approved.” 
b) Imagine someone visiting the mountains of Colorado and see something yellow and 

sparking in a creek. Is it gold or is it pyrite? They take it to a jeweler who puts it to 
the test. With that test, they will be able to determine if it is genuinely gold or a 
cheap substitute. 

c) IMPORTANT: The testing of our faith doesn’t simply enable us to develop 
character and spiritual maturity. It enables us to see if our faith is real. 

d)  James is saying that how we view our finances and how we come out of any other 
time of testing will reveal if our faith is a saving faith.  

e) James 1:26 “If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but 
deceives his heart, this person’s religion is worthless (useless, empty, futile).” 

f) James 2:18-20 “18 But someone will say, ‘You have faith and I have works.’ Show me 
your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 19 You 
believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder! 20 Do 
you want to be shown, you foolish person, that faith apart from works is useless?” 

4) “he will receive the crown of life” 
a) This is not the crown a king or queen would put on their head. 
b) It is the wreath that the Romans put on the head of the victor. 
c) This crown is the “life crown.” It is eternity in Heaven. It is what every single person 

who is saved will wear. 
5) “which God has promised to those who love him.” 

a) James 2:5 has this same phrase but it says that the recipients will get the kingdom. 
b) To be saved isn’t simply to say a prayer.  
c) It is to love Him. It is to obey Him. It is to enjoy Him. 

 
Conclusion 
Is your faith real? When you die, will you spend eternity in Heaven or Hell? 
2 Corinthians 13:5 “Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith. Examine yourselves. Or do you 
yourselves not recognize that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless you fail the test.” 


