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“Putting Your Faith to Work” 
James 1:22-27 

 
Introduction 
Imagine watching a commercial and you see someone talking about the merits of a bed. They 
say that it is made of a certain kind of material that has enabled them to sleep well ever since 
they got it. But the person doing the talking has dark circles under their eyes. 
 
Or imagine someone doing a commercial who talks about a diet system that can help you lose 
all of your unwanted weight. They say that they have been on the plan and its done wonders 
for them – but they are confined to a bed because they can’t get their 500 lb body up by 
themselves. 
 
No credibility, right? We can talk about the merits of something all we want but our lives often 
speak much louder than our words. 
 
So, when you tell others about Jesus and what He can do, what do others see when they look at 
you? Do they see someone who really believes what they are saying? Do they see someone 
with credibility? 
 
1 Peter 2:12 (NLT) “Be careful to live properly among your unbelieving neighbors. Then even if 
they accuse you of doing wrong, they will see your honorable behavior, and they will give honor 
to God when he judges the world.” 
 
Last week, we looked at verses 19-21 to understand how we can get the most out of our time 
with the Word. This week, we realize that getting the Word into us isn’t enough. We have to 
conform to it. We have to comply with it. 
 
READ James 1:22-27 
 
1. Do What You Learn (v. 22, 25) 

a. We are commanded to be a doer of the Word 
1) James 1:22 “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only …” 
2) It’s written in the imperative. It’s a command. Failure to comply is disobedience. 
3) We are to be “doers,” not simple people who “do.” 

a) It is the difference between activity and character. 
b) It’s not just what we do, it’s who we are. 
c) We don’t just do some of the commands of Scripture. We are a Word-doer. We 

strive to live in such a way that we are obeying God’s Word in our daily life. 
d) This past Friday, I went into Walmart to get a space heater and a couple of other 

items. I went through a self checkout lane and scanned all three items as the 
register beeped three separate times. I pulled out my card to swipe it but noticed 
that the total was only $7 and some odd change. It should have been around $47. I 
noticed that even though the space heater made the register beep, it didn’t add the 
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total. So, what should I have done? What would you have done? Even though 
others may have never known the difference, I would have known. One of the Ten 
Commandments plainly says, “You shall not steal.” I desire to be a Word-doer so I 
swiped the item again and watched the total go up about $40 where it should have 
been. I went out of the store with a clean conscience because I desire to be a Word-
doer. 

e) How many of you would have swiped that space heater and paid the full amount? 
That’s what it means to be a Word-doer. You know what God’s Word has said and 
you do it. It’s that simple. 

f) We’re not always going to get it right. We are sometimes a Word-violator and we 
will need to fall on our knees before God, confess our sin, and ask for forgiveness 
(and make it right with others if that is required). But, the desire of our heart should 
be to grow in our knowledge of God’s Word and then put it into practice. 

4) That’s all it means to be a Word-doer. You read God’s Word and live it out. 
a) If you come to realize that you are believing something that is wrong, you change 

the way you think. 
b) If you come to realize that it’s a behavior that needs changing, you change it. 
c) Whether it is a long-term character change or a knee-jerk determination that you 

are going to swipe an item to pay for what you got, we must be a Word-doer. 
b. Our goal is clear – to become more like Jesus  

1) We know Romans 8:28. But, we oftentimes don’t read the very next verse. 
2) Romans 8:28 “And we know that for those who love God all things work together for 

good, for those who are called according to his purpose.”  
3) Romans 8:29 “For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to 

the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.” 
4) God has determined that we are “to be conformed to the image of his Son.” We are to 

become more and more and more like Jesus. That’s the goal of being a Word-doer. 
c. We must determine which laws we will obey 

1) READ James 1:25 
2) We must obey the “law of liberty.” 

a) It sets us free from the power of sin. 
b) John 8:31-36 “31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my 

word, you are truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will 
set you free.” 33 They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never 
been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?” 34 Jesus 
answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave to 
sin. 35 The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. 
36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” 

c) So, Jesus says complying with God’s Word enables us to break free from the 
clutches of sin and demonstrates a heart that is headed for Heaven. 

3) “Perseveres” (v. 25) 
a) He keeps going. 
b) If you have ever been around a campfire, you know that some things burn better 

than others. You can throw in twigs and leaves and the fire will quickly burn but just 
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as quickly go out. But then you can throw in a log and it will slowly catch on fire but 
will continue to burn for a long time. 

c) We are called to be like that log that burns, whose flame continues to burn brightly 
for the Lord. We are serious, absolutely serious about following Him. 

4) We “will be blessed” (v. 25) 
a) Blessed with a clear conscience. 
b) Blessed with a sense of victory as we are becoming more like Jesus. 
c) Blessed with good consequences of godly decisions and behaviors. 
d) Blessed with integrity that others will come to respect and desire to imitate. 
e) Blessed by a God who oftentimes like to reward His obedient children. 
f) Blessed with a “Well done!” when we stand before Jesus on Judgment Day. 
g) The possibilities of how we will be blessed are endless. 

2. Don’t Be Deceived (v. 22-24) 
a. READ James 1:22-24 
b. The deception is that we think hearing is enough. 

1) I thought about coming this morning with a wrinkled shirt and hair that hadn’t been 
combed. If you asked me if I had looked in the mirror, I would have told you that I DID 
look in the mirror this morning. I suspect you would have then asked, “Then why didn’t 
you do anything about what you saw? It makes no sense that you would look at the 
disaster in the mirror and then not do anything about it.” 

2) That’s the point that James is making. It doesn’t do you any good to get the truth if you 
don’t do anything with it. In fact, it just makes us look dumb because you know better. 

3) It might be like having a car that is knocking really bad.  
a) You pop the hood, pull out the oil dipstick, and realize that your car was 

dangerously low on low. You knew that the car needed oil to run smoothly. The 
manual in the glovebox tells you exactly how much oil it needs. You also knew that 
if it continued to run in its condition, it would destroy the engine. 

b) YOU KNEW ALL THE FACTS. YOU KNEW THE TRUTH.  
c) But, I didn’t do anything about it.  
d) What would happen? The engine would get trashed irreparably. The fact that you 

knew the truth only makes you look silly for not doing anything with what you 
knew. 

4) If you pride yourself in reading your Bible but you aren’t making the adjustments to 
conform to the image of Jesus, you are simply wasting your time.  

5) But, ultimately, realize that you aren’t living for this life. This isn’t the primary focus. 
We are to live for the life to come. 
a) We will stand before Jesus on the Day of Judgment. Do you REALLY believe that? 
b) We will also have rewards and privileges based upon what we did here. 

c. As we saw at the beginning of verse 22, this isn’t a suggestion. It’s a command. We are 
commanded to put the Word into practice in our lives so that we are becoming more like 
Jesus. 
1) The Gospel has been so horribly distorted by many in our culture. It has been reduced 

to a prayer with nothing expected after that.  
a) We LOVE Ephesians 2:8-9. 
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b) Ephesians 2:8-9 “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not 
your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may 
boast.” 

c) But we forget about the very next verse that begins with a conjunction, a 
connecting word. 

d) Ephesians 2:10 “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.”  

e) God’s purpose in saving you is to get you on the road of obeying His Scripture – 
making the adjustments in what you believe and what you do. It is to conform you 
to the image of Jesus. 

f) This is the true Gospel. It is a Gospel that changes you. 
g) The true Gospel is powerful enough to save you AND change you to make you more 

like Jesus. 
3. Here’s a Pop Quiz (v. 26-27) 

a. READ James 1:26-27 
b. Are we applying Scriptural principles to what we say? 

1) We’re going to see as we progress through the book of James that he is going to spend 
more time addressing what we say. Why does he focus so much on what comes out of 
our mouth? Because what comes out of our mouth comes from our heart. 

2) Luke 6:45 (NLT) “…What you say flows from what is in your heart.”  
3) “Oh, I’ve a good heart. I just like to gossip.”  
4) “Oh, I’ve got a good heart. I just say a curse word every now and then.” 
5) “Oh, I’ve got a good heart. I just speak in anger every now and then.” 
6) No, my friend. What you say comes from your heart. If you think that you’ve got a 

good heart but have some bad things come out of your mouth, your “religion is 
worthless.” 

7) “Well, I just listen.” Pastor Adrian Rogers once said: “It’s a small compliment to you 
that others use your ears as a trash can.” 

c. Are we applying Scriptural principles to how we care for those in need? 
1) If we see someone in need, have the ability to meet that need, but don’t meet that 

need, we also demonstrate what is in our heart.  
2) If we don’t care, we aren’t going to meet a legitimate need. 

 
Conclusion 
You see, friend, it’s not about how much you know but about how much you put into practice. 
Last week, I challenged you to commit to spending time every single day in God’s Word. This 
week, I want to add to that challenge as we have looked at Scripture. This week, as you 
continue to spend time in God’s Word, look every single day at what changes God will require 
you to make as you read His Word. And then consciously work to make those adjustments, 
repenting and receiving forgiveness where you fail to comply. 


