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A Biblical Answer to Prejudice 
James 2:1-13 

 
Introduction 
This is a beautiful time of year. When my family lived in Florida, we didn’t really get to 
experience Autumn. The leaves just didn’t change colors and folks who wanted to experience 
the beauty of Autumn would take road trips up north. 
 
You see, sameness gets boring. But beauty can show up when we see variety in close proximity 
– like the picture I took this past week that I’m using this morning for the PowerPoint backdrop. 
 
Does God like variety? He certainly does! 
Just look at Genesis 1.  

• On the first day, He created light but didn’t get rid of darkness. Automatically, there is 
variety. 

• On the second day, He separated the waters so that we have water on earth and water 
in the sky that we call clouds. 

• On the third day, He created vegetation. He didn’t just create one kind of tree. He 
created all kinds of plants, trees, and other kinds of vegetation. 

• On the sixth day, we see that God wasn’t content with just man. So, He created variety 
and made a woman. I for one am glad He did. 

• On and on we could go but you see that God likes variety. 
Let’s skip to the New Testament and consider church life. 

• All you need to do is read 1 Corinthians 12. 

• Paul builds the case for how we are all one in Christ but we are all different. But we 
NEED the differences just as a body is made up of different parts to create one unit. 

 
The point is clear – God LOVES variety. 
 
Unfortunately, too many folks don’t. We like to be around people like us but we might not like 
folks who are from a different country, or have a different skin pigment, or have a different 
socio-economic status, or sin differently than we do. 
 
While I don’t believe the problem of hate and prejudice is as bad as the media wants us to 
believe that it is, we cannot plead innocent. We all have at least a little bit of prejudice in us. So, 
God’s Word speaks to us today. Let’s listen and see what God’s Holy Spirit may point out in our 
lives that needs repentance … and then let’s make the adjustment. 
 
1. Do not devalue people (v. 1-7) 

a. The problem that James saw in the churches had to do with socio-economics. Too many 
of the Christians were looking down their nose at those who were poor. 

b. READ James 2:1 
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1) Essentially, James is telling those 1st century Christians to refuse to hold onto prejudice 
in the same heart that they were embracing Jesus. 

2) “You are holding to a faith in the One-And-Only Jesus but you are doing so while 
holding onto something so ugly and sinful as prejudice. Jesus humbled Himself for you 
and was a poor man who had no place to lay His head (Matthew 8:20) and yet you are 
looking down your nose at poor people. Don’t do it!” 

c. READ James 2:2-4 
1) Notice that James doesn’t call prejudice a mistake, or a bad habit. 
2) He calls it “evil.” Friends, prejudice is evil. 
3) A Christian should look on every single person as someone who is made in God’s 

image. Even more so should we look on every Jesus-follower as a child of the living 
God. So, to look down our nose on someone who has been made in God’s image is 
“evil.” 

4) Do you look down on others for their skin color, or the country they are from, or the 
religion they hold, or the fact that they sin differently than you. Prejudice is “evil.” 

d. Read James 1:5-7 
1) In this text, James is referring to a phenomenon that was taking place in the first 

century. The rich were using their wealth to gain the upper hand. They were installed 
into powerful positions and they could sway the courts against someone who was 
poor. So, being poor wasn’t simply a status – it was a position of vulnerability. 

2) But we are called to be like Jesus. So, who did He hang around? The wealthy? Those 
who society greatly valued? Hardly! 

3) For His disciples: 
a) Jesus picked dirty, despised fishermen. 
b) Jesus picked a greedy, betraying tax-collector. 

4) For His company, He hung around: 
a) Luke 15:2 “And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, ‘This man receives 

sinners and eats with them.’” If we’re going to be like Jesus, we need to value those 
caught in massive sins – maybe even enjoy a meal with them. We don’t affirm their 
behavior but we affirm their value and crave for them to be reconciled to God. 

5) In fact, in John 4, we read that He hung out with the woman at the well. He broke all 
sorts of barriers as he hung out with someone that others despised. 
a) John 4:27 (NLT) “Just then his disciples came back. They were shocked to find him 

talking to a woman, but none of them had the nerve to ask, ‘What do you want with 
her?’ or ‘Why are you talking to her?’” 

b) broke gender barrier - women were looked down on by men 
c) broke national barrier - Samaritans were looked down on by Jew 
d) broke the moral barrier - her own people looked down on her lifestyle (that’s why she was 

drawing water at noon). 
e) And yet Jesus spoke in love and gave her a message of forgiveness. He didn’t see someone 

to be mistreated but someone to be loved into the kingdom. 
So, what is the answer? What are we supposed to do? 
2. Sacrificially love people (v. 8) 

a. Read James 1:8 
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b. First of all, what does “love your neighbor as yourself” mean? 
1) It does NOT mean that we are required to have warm, fuzzy feelings toward everyone.  
2) The “love” we are to have for our neighbor is illustrated in the story of the Good 

Samaritan. 
3) In Luke 10:25-37, we read about a man who came to Jesus and asked how to obtain 

eternal life. Jesus took Him to the Law to bring about conviction. The man recited the 
two Greatest Commands: 

4) Luke 10:27 “And he answered, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your 
neighbor as yourself.’” 

5) And when the man asked who his neighbor was, Jesus told the story of the Good 
Samaritan. Essentially, it’s a story of a Samaritan who would have been expected to 
look down his prejudicial nose at the Jew who was in need of help. But, the Samaritan 
didn’t. He wasn’t prejudice. Instead, he saw a fellow human being in need. He 
sacrificed for that man to meet his need.  

6) That was the story Jesus told to demonstrate Christian love and who we are to love. 
Christian love is a love that says, “I may not know you. I may not even like you. But I 
see that you have a need and I have the ability to meet that need. So, I’m going to 
serve you and meet your need.” 

7) How are we able to do this? 
a) God’s Holy Spirit within us. 
b) An attitude of Obedience 
c) A change in how we view people. We must see EVERYONE as a person who has 

intrinsic worth because they are God’s creation. They bear the image of God. 
c. Second, what does it mean that this is “the royal law”? 

1) It is one of the two greatest of all laws. 
a) One of the phony religious leaders of the first century tried to box Jesus into a 

corner. He asked Him what the greatest commandment was. He believed that 
regardless of how Jesus answered, Jesus’ answer would immediately separate the 
crowd. 

b) Matthew 22:37-40 “37 And he said to him, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 38 This is the great and 
first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself. 40 On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.’” 

2) It is given by our King. 
a) God the Father gave it in the Old Testament. 
b) Jesus emphasized it in the New Testament. 

3) It is a kingly way to live. 
a) We live in a world where people oftentimes focus on their own needs and overlook 

the needs of others. We live in a world where people look down their noses all too 
often at others for some superficial difference. We live in a world where people get 
hurt and then want to respond in kind. 
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b) What would it be like to live in a world filled with people who value each other, who 
forgive each other, who sacrificially provide for each other? That is the way that 
children of the King of kings and Lord of lords are called to live. 

So, how big of a deal is this? 
3. This is no small matter (v. 9-13) 

a. Prejudice is sin 
1) Read James 2:9 
2) Clearly, God doesn’t see prejudice as a small matter. He says that it is sin, a violation of 

His Law, and therefore, we must confess it as sin and stop doing it. 
3) Read James 2:10-11 
4) When I was in seminary, I went to a prison each week. Sometimes, I would visit with a 

guy who had killed someone. Other times, I visited with a guy who had committed 
armed robbery. Other times, I would visit with guys who had been convicted of rape. 
They didn’t all commit the same crime. Oftentimes, they only broke on major law … 
but they were ALL lawbreakers. 

5) So, what James getting at?  
6) Prejudice makes us just as guilty as murder and adultery! It’s not a small thing! You 

look down your nose at someone, you are a lawbreaker just like someone who aims a 
gun at a victim and pulls the trigger. 

b. Judgment Day is coming 
1) The writers of the New Testament all had one thing in common – they were living for 

Judgment Day. So, they lived accordingly. 
2) Prejudice is serious. We had better get rid of it because we are also going to stand 

before Jesus one day. 
3) Read James 2:12 

c. We act like who we are 
1) Read James 2:13 
2) What does this mean? If we don’t show mercy to others, if we don’t love them but 

look down on them, that God will refuse to give us mercy?  
3) No! A thousand times no! That is salvation based upon works and James was much too 

good of a theologian to hold that view. 
4) What he’s saying is that someone who has truly received God’s mercy will, in turn, give 

it to others. Someone who comes to understand just how much God loves them and 
has forgiven them, and has been so gracious to them, will in turn give that out to 
others. 

 
Conclusion 
Friend, do you value others? I’m not asking if you value your friends and those who are good to 
you. I’m talking about those that are different than you. A different skin color? A different 
language? A different socio-economic status? Or they simply sin differently than you do? 
As a follower of Jesus, we are called to love and value everyone. We are to eradicate every 
prejudicial bone in our body.  
Will you realize that King Jesus is calling you to obey His Royal Law and will you commit to doing 
it in the power of His Holy Spirit? I pray that you will. 


