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“Making Decisions God’s Way” 
James 4:13-17 

 
Introduction 
Every single day, every one of us makes a lot of decisions.  
You had to decide what to eat for breakfast, what to wear, and whether or not you would come 
to church. 
There are bigger decisions that we make like whether to buy a new car or a used car … or 
whether to simply keep investing money in our current vehicle. 
You may be trying to decide to change careers … or what career to get into after you get out of 
school. 
Who do you marry … and how do you take your marriage to the next level of enjoyment. 
On and on we could go. Decisions, decisions, decisions. 
One skill you had better develop in life is how to make good decisions. 
 
An incredible book that I would highly recommend on this topic is “Decision Making by the 
Book” by Haddon Robinson. Some of the biblical insights I will share this morning came from my 
time in that book. 
 
Our text this morning talks about making decisions and God’s sovereign control over all things. 
So, let’s look at this passage and other Scripture to understand how we can make good 
decisions. 
 
1. Unbiblical Ways Decisions Are Made 

a. Inner Peace 
1) This is the notion that we will know God’s will when we have an inner peace about it. If 

there is no peace, we assume we have not yet determined God’s will. 
2) But this is flawed. While God will oftentimes give peace when we have settled on a 

right decision, the presence or the absence of peace should never be a determiner of a 
good decision. It was never a determiner in Scripture. 

3) Just listen to what Jesus experienced when he had determined to go to the cross… 
4) Luke 22:44 (ESV) “And being in agony he prayed more earnestly; and his sweat became 

like great drops of blood falling down to the ground.” 
b. Open Doors 

1) This is the notion that God makes His will clear by opening doors of opportunity for us. 
2) Just one of the places we see in Scripture that an open door of opportunity does not 

mean it is God’s will to talk through it is… 
3) Mark 1:35-38 “35 And rising very early in the morning, while it was still dark, he 

departed and went out to a desolate place, and there he prayed. 36 And Simon and 
those who were with him searched for him, 37 and they found him and said to him, 
‘Everyone is looking for you.’ 38 And he said to them, ‘Let us go on to the next towns, 
that I may preach there also, for that is why I came out.’” 

4) God really has given us the ability to make decisions. We should never be so simplistic 
as to think that we just look for open doors. 
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c. Putting Out a Fleece 
1) Some people put a “fleece” out before the Lord like Gideon did in Judges 6:36-40. 
2) “God, if I get a phone call in the next hour” or “God, if …”  
3) Honestly, this marginalizes the miracle that happened in Judges 6. If we REALLY want 

to lay out a fleece (and it only happened once), then we need to ask for a miracle, not 
that the phone would ring. 

d. Random Bible Verses 
1) Some people read through Scripture and come across a verse that they believe is God 

speaking to them and their situation. Maybe it is. Maybe it isn’t.  
2) But, as I have looked back over my journal, there have been a number of times when I 

thought God was giving me a verse and it never panned out like I thought it would. The 
problem is compounded when I beat myself up for not getting it right … when there is 
no precedent for this in Scripture, either. 

2. Biblical Guidelines of Good Decision-Making (points from Haddon Robinson’s book) 
a. Submit to God’s Sovereign Will 

1) Let’s clarify something about God’s sovereign will: 
a) God is fully in charge. Nothing can stop Him. 
b) Psalm 115:3 “Our God is in the heavens; he does all that he pleases.” 
c) Ephesians 1:11 “In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined 

according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his 
will,” 

d) We don’t have to stress over missing God’s will. Why? Because it’s going to happen. 
God does whatever He desires and no one can stop Him. 

e) The wicked people mentioned in Scripture never struggled over discovering God’s 
will and they always fell right in line with it: 1) Pharaoh was resisting God’s will 
about letting the Israelites leave Egypt but he ended up accomplishing it, and 2) 
Judas never sought God’s will about turning Jesus over to the religious leaders but 
he accomplished it. 

f) “We must face the fact: ‘How do you know the will of God in making life’s 
decisions?’ is not a biblical question! The Bible never tells us to ask it. The Bible 
never gives us direction in answering it.” – Haddon Robinson 

2) Instead, what we are told to do is to submit to God’s Will. 
a) James 4:13-15 “13 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into 

such and such a town and spend a year there and trade and make a profit”— 14 yet 
you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist 
that appears for a little time and then vanishes. 15 Instead you ought to say, “If the 
Lord wills, we will live and do this or that.” 

b) James 4:16-17 “16 As it is, you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil. 
17 So whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin.” 

c) Then we read about Jesus… 
d) Luke 22:41-42 “And he withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, and knelt down 

and prayed, saying, ‘Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me. 
Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done.’” 
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3) This is why we pray. We don’t know what God is up to. We may have our suspicions 
but God is probably doing a million things when we might see one thing He’s doing. So, 
we pray and submit to His will … whatever it is. We make our plans always allowing for 
a change if we see God up to something. 

b. Comply with God’s Moral Will 
1) This means that I must know what God approves of and disapproves of in Scripture. 
2) Essentially, those moral parameters provide a fence. Within those parameters are the 

options we can seriously consider as we move toward a decision. 
3) If someone were to tell you that they’ve made a decision – they are going to leave 

their wife and marry someone else’s wife and they said it was God’s will – what would 
you think?  
a) Of course, it’s not God’s will! It breaks the 7th and 10th commandments! 
b) Exodus 20:14 “You shall not commit adultery.” 
c) Exodus 20:17 “You shall not covet … your neighbor’s wife …” 

4) If someone were to say that the bank accidently deposited a large sum of money into 
their checking account and they had decided that it was God’s will to keep the money, 
what would you think?  
a) Of course, it’s not God’s will. It breaks the 8th Commandment. 
b) Exodus 20:15 “You shall not steal.” 

5) But, it’s not just the 10 Commandments. It’s ALL of God’s Word that we must comply 
with. 

c. Obey the Law of Love 
1) There are some things that aren’t specifically dealt with in Scripture. We aren’t sure 

what to do. That’s where the law of love comes in. 
2) Romans 13:10 “Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the 

law.” 
3) For instance, I have the freedom to buy a drum set. I’ve never played the drums but I 

might like to try. I also own my property so I have the right to put that drum set on my 
property line right next to my neighbor’s window. Further, I have the ability to make 
noise up until a certain time at night. I have freedom to do all of those things but if I 
have a heart of love for my neighbor, I’m not going to do it. 

4) Making decisions MUST include love for God and love for others. We are not to make 
self-centered, selfish decisions. We must think about how our decisions would affect 
others. 

d. Go with Your Strengths 
1) If someone who flunked chemistry in school said that they wanted to be a chemist, do 

you think it would be a wise decision? Of course not. 
2) God has wired each of us differently. He has gifted us and given us different strengths. 

When we read Romans 12:4-8, we see that we are to find what we were wired to do … 
and go with it. 

3) So, a big part of making decisions, at least the decisions that require something of us, 
means that we must know our strengths and our weaknesses. 

e. Consider the circumstances 
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1) When making decisions, we need to take an assessment of what is actually taking 
place.  

2) But we also need to realize that we oftentimes aren’t too good as knowing what is 
truly going on. 

3) Acts 28:4-6 “4 When the native people saw the creature hanging from his hand, they 
said to one another, “No doubt this man is a murderer. Though he has escaped from 
the sea, Justice has not allowed him to live.” 5 He, however, shook off the creature 
into the fire and suffered no harm. 6 They were waiting for him to swell up or suddenly 
fall down dead. But when they had waited a long time and saw no misfortune come to 
him, they changed their minds and said that he was a god.” 

4) A big part of making good decisions is simply taking a serious look at what is going on 
around you. Sometimes, the right decision will come easily. 

5) In Acts 9, the Apostle Paul and some of his followers found out that there was a plot to 
kill him. They didn’t have to stay up all night in a prayer meeting to discover God’s will. 

6) Acts 9:23-25 “23 When many days had passed, the Jews plotted to kill him, 24 but 
their plot became known to Saul. They were watching the gates day and night in order 
to kill him, 25 but his disciples took him by night and let him down through an opening 
in the wall, lowering him in a basket.” 

7) Gather the facts … as many facts as you can gather. Try to assess what’s going on and 
what should be done. 

8) Of course, as always, pray through it all. 
f. Seek Godly Counsel 

1) Proverbs 15:22 “Without counsel plans fail, but with many advisers they succeed.” 
2) If you know everything there is to know in the universe, then you don’t need to seek 

advice. But if your knowledge is limited like the rest of us you need to bounce ideas off 
of others. Ask their advice and then listen. Ultimately, you will be the one to make the 
decision but you will have increased your odds of making a good decision by getting 
more perspectives. 

g. God May Speak 
1) There are times when you just know what God desires. He makes His will clear to you 

and you know it. 
2) But, I would encourage you to journal those occasions. Because it has been my 

experience that some people claim to hear from God, they act … and it proves to have 
been a bad decision. So, learn from those experiences. 

3) So, be careful with this one. Step out on faith if He’s leading you … but make sure it’s 
really Him. 

 
Conclusion 
Of course, there are other steps to making good decisions and more are listed in the book. But, 
the ones I have mentioned are the big ones. We would do well to be good decision-makers. 
 
The biggest and best decision you could make is to give your life to Jesus… (Gospel 
Presentation). 


