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“Caring Enough to Confront” 
James 5:19-20 

 
Introduction 
We have come to the end of this great book of James. As I said in a previous sermon, I once 
thought that this was a tame book – that it was simply an easy-to-read “how to” book.  
 
However, as we have gone through this book, it has become clear that this is a heavy-hitting 
book. It tells us how a Christian should live – but, even more importantly, it tells us how a 
Christian WILL live. Essentially, it allows us to see if our faith is real. 
 
In fact, in James 2:14, James began a discussion that points out that faith, if it is not 
accompanied with a change of behavior, is a dead faith. Because true, saving faith will 
demonstrate itself in a changed heart, a changed life, changed behaviors. Someone who claims 
that they are a follower-of-Jesus, and yet continues to live like those who claim no allegiance to 
Jesus, proves that his faith is dead. It’s not saving faith. 
 
So, the bulk of the book of James provides an assessment for us to determine if our faith is real. 
 
As James ends the book, he looks to those who are saved and says: “Hey guys and gals, you 
really need to go after those whose faith is not real. They think they are on their way to 
Heaven, but they aren’t. Care enough about them to confront them and share the Gospel with 
them. They desperately need to be saved before it is too late. 
 
READ James 5:19-20 
 
1. Some will wander from the truth 

a. V. 19 “My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth…” 
b. V. 20 “let him know that whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering …”  
c. Who is this talking about? Saved who lose it? Of course not! It’s professors who aren’t 

professors. 
1) “Wanders from the truth” 

a) This is someone who rejects, or simply marginalizes, the truths of the Gospel and 
God’s Word. 

b) Maybe they once believed in Jesus, the Son of God … but now they have expressed 
their doubts that God even exists. 

c) Or maybe their actions simply testify to the fact that they don’t believe in God. They 
aren’t a professed atheist, they just continually act as if God doesn’t exist. He plays 
absolutely no part in their life. 

d) They have wandered from the truth.  
2) “A sinner in his wandering” 

a) The word “sinner” in Scripture almost always talks about someone who is not in 
relationship with God. It speaks of someone who is on their way to Hell. 
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b) Romans 5:8 “but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us.” 

c) Hebrews 12:3 “Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against 
himself, so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted.” 

d) James 4:8 “Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, 
you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.” 

e) If you are saved, you still struggle with sin, but you aren’t a sinner. 

3) So, James is referring to people who once knew the truth and maybe once walked in a 
way that led others to think they were saved … but they have departed. 
a) 1 John 2:19 “They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of 

us, they would have continued with us. But they went out, that it might become 
plain that they all are not of us.” 

b) John is referring to people who professed to be believers but then left the church. 
Persecution of Christians had a wonderful way of separating true believers from 
those who were not truly saved.  

d. But it is not always easy to see who these people are – people who are professors who 
are not possessors. 
1) If you follow my blog, I posted something this morning about Judas. 
2) He is someone that Satan actually possessed. 
3) Luke 22:3-4 “Then Satan entered into Judas called Iscariot, who was of the number of 

the twelve. He went away and conferred with the chief priests and officers how he 
might betray him to them.” 

4) His heart was so wicked and so opposed to Jesus that Satan had free reign with him. 
5) And yet, probably less than an hour before Satan entered Judas, Jesus said something 

and the disciples responded in a very interesting way. 
6) Matthew 26:21-22 “And as they were eating, he said, ‘Truly, I say to you, one of you 

will betray me.’ And they were very sorrowful and began to say to him one after 
another, ‘Is it I, Lord?’” 

7) The disciples did not say: “Hey, I know who it is! It’s Judas!” Nope. Judas had been 
concealing his heart well.  

e. In fact, we are told that on the Day of Judgment, there will be many people who will have 
been self-deceived. They thought they were saved – and weren’t. 
1) Matthew 7:22-23 “On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy 

in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your 
name?’ And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you 
workers of lawlessness.’”  

2) “Lord, Lord, didn’t we do great things and say we were doing them for you? Didn’t we 
teach a S.S. class, and help in the nursery, and go on a church mission trip?” 

f. So, we are reminded, once again, in James 5, that there are people who profess to be 
saved but don’t actually possess eternal life. They claim to be headed to Heaven but they 
are on their way to Hell. And these are people in our midst, maybe even on our church 
rolls. 

So, what should be done about it? 
2. Christians should work to bring them back 
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a. James 5:19-20 “19 My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and 
someone brings him back, 20 let him know that whoever brings back a sinner from his 
wandering will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.  

b. Simply put, Christians should go after that person to bring them back. 
1) Jude 22-23 “And have mercy on those who doubt; save others by snatching them out 

of the fire; …”  
2) Those “snatched from the fire” were those who were professors and not possessors. 

They had embraced false teachings – and Christians were to chase after them. They 
were to compassionately confront them, share the Gospel with them, and get them off 
the road that was leading to the fires of Hell. 

c. Here are some necessary heart attitudes that you must have if you are to confront well. 
1) You MUST love the Lord and join Him in what He loves. 

a) Luke 15:10 “Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner 
who repents.”  

2) You MUST love the person you are confronting. 
a) Ephesians 4:15 “Rather, speaking the truth in love, …” 
b) Sometimes love today is interpreted as not offending. 
c) But, in reality, if we truly love someone, there are times when we must tell them 

something offensive. 
d) If a doctor does a scan and finds a cancerous mass in the body of a patient, he or 

she would have to hate their patient if they refused to tell them. Instead, to be 
faithful to their job and because they care about their patients, they tell them what 
is offensive but what they need to know so that possible remedies can be discussed. 

e) How much must we hate someone if we believe they are going to Hell and don’t tell 
them the Gospel? 

And, really, that is exactly what is on the line… 
3. Heaven and Hell are on the line 

a. James 5:19-20 “19 My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and 
someone brings him back, 20 let him know that whoever brings back a sinner from his 
wandering will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.” 

b. “Will save his soul from death” 
1) Death?! We’re all going to die! The Bible and our own experience testify to this.  

a) So, what “death” will someone be saved from if they are brought into relationship 
with Jesus? The “second death.” 

b) The “first death” is what we all will experience. There will come a time when we will 
breathe our last breath and our spirit will separate from our body. 

c) But those who have never been saved will die a second time – they will be forever 
separated from God. 

d) Revelation 20:11-14 “11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated 
on it. From his presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. 
12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were 
opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead 
were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had done. 
13 And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead 
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who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what 
they had done. 14 Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is 
the second death, the lake of fire.” 

e) So, when we reach out with the Gospel to someone who testifies by their beliefs 
and lifestyle that they are not following Jesus, that they are not truly saved, then if 
they embrace it, they won’t experience the second death, eternity in Hell.  

c. “Will cover a multitude of sins” 
1) “Sin” is the problem. 
2) Everyone of us has broken God’s law. And God is a good Judge who must punish the 

guilty. For those who trust in Jesus, every single sin is wiped away.  
3) But, there’s one more thing. Those people who have never heard the Gospel are sent 

to a place called Hell because they never believed. And some may say, “That’s not 
fair!” But, friend, it is MUCH more dangerous to live in a place where you hear the 
Gospel … and then reject it. Those people who have heard the Gospel, claim to have 
embraced it, and then demonstrate by their life that it is irrelevant to them, will 
receive a much stricter judgment.  

4) 2 Peter 2:21 “For it would have been better for them never to have known the way of 
righteousness than after knowing it to turn back from the holy commandment 
delivered to them.” 

5) It is made clear in Scripture that if you hear the Gospel and do not embrace it, your 
judgment will be harsher than if you had never ever heard the Gospel in the first place. 

 
Conclusion 
Friend, are you saved? I didn’t ask you if you have prayed a prayer. I’m asking if you are truly 
saved. Have you embraced the Gospel and has it become clear in your life that Jesus really lives 
within you? 
 
If not, why not? Why not transfer your trust from yourself to Jesus right now? (Gospel 
Presentation) 
 
If you are saved, who do you know that once claimed relationship with Jesus … but has 
demonstrated that it made no difference in their life at all? By their lifestyle, it is clear that 
Jesus is irrelevant to them. Will you go after the wandering sinner and share the Gospel with 
them? I pray that you will. 


