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“The Bible, the Gospel, and the Great Commission” 
2 Timothy 1:1-2 

 
Introduction 
This morning, we begin our journey through the fascinating book of 2 Timothy. We will look at 
the first two verses this morning but we will spend the bulk of our time in some introductory 
matters. 
 
READ 2 Timothy 1:1-2 
 
So, let’s play a little game of imagination. 
 
Imagine that we are in prison cell in Rome in the middle of the first century.  
But, it’s not like any prison cell we are familiar with. It is thought that the Apostle Paul was 
incarcerated in what is known as the Mamertine Prison in Rome. It was originally built as a 
cistern between 600 BC and 500 BC. But, later, it was converted into a prison, a “dungeon,” 
really. Prisoners were dropped through a hole in the floor into the dungeon. The purpose was 
to get them out of site. They may even starve to death or die of severe illness before their 
execution. Why? Because the dungeon had become a part of the sewage system in Rome and 
so you can imagine the stench and disease in that place.  
An ancient historian once wrote about the part of this dungeon where the condemned 
criminals awaited their execution. The ancient historian Sallust said it was twelve feet 
underground and described its appearance as: “ disgusting and vile by reason of the filth, the 
darkness and the stench.”1   
This is where it is believed that the Apostle Paul wrote the letter you now hold in your hands. 
 
As Paul was preparing to write what is now called 2 Timothy, Fall had arrived and the 
temperatures are beginning to drop. There was no obligation on the part of the prison guards 
to keep the prisoners warm. So, this is why Paul wrote the following: 
2 Timothy 4:13 “When you come, bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas,…” 
2 Timothy 4:21 “Do your best to come before winter…” 
 
When we look at the Apostle Paul, we can’t help but think that this man was the passionate 
man with fire in his eyes not too many years earlier. He was a persecutor of the church but then 
became a follower of Jesus. The passion he had to destroy the church was replaced with a 
passion to know and love His God, and to build up the church, no matter the personal cost to 
him. 
 
But, now, he’s in a dungeon awaiting his execution. He still has the spark, the passion that 
fueled him to proclaim he Gospel to a large part of the known world at that time. But the spark 
is burning very, very low. He’s battling loneliness. 

                                                           
1 https://www.ancient-origins.net/ancient-places-europe/infamous-mamertine-prison-and-supposed-
incarceration-saint-peter-003447 
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READ 2 Timothy 4:9-16 
 
Luke was the only one with him (v. 11). So, who was Luke? 
Colossians 4:14 “Luke the beloved physician greets you, as does Demas.” 
So, why is a doctor staying with Paul? 
 
First, possibly to write some of Paul’s letters as Paul dictated. 
For instance, who wrote the book of Romans? 
Romans 1:1 “Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of 
God,” 
Yet, we realize that Paul dictated as a man wrote it down (often referred to as an amanuensis). 
Romans 16:22 “I Tertius, who wrote this letter, greet you in the Lord.” 
In fact, we are led to believe that the Apostle Paul probably had men write his letters because 
he had very bad eyesight. 
Galatians 6:11 “See with what large letters I am writing to you with my own hand.” 
 
The second reason Luke may have spent much time with Paul because he needed to take care 
of him. Paul probably had some serious health issues and having a doctor to look after him was 
a God-send. 
 
If you looked at Paul, you would see a man whose body was in shambles. He probably had 
gashes that didn’t heal well. He probably had bones that weren’t set correctly after they were 
broken so they created unusual lumps under his skin. His face may have even been distorted to 
some extent from the time he was stoned and left for dead. If you looked at his back, you 
would see well over 100 scars from the whippings and beatings he had received. He recounted 
much of what had happened to him in 2 Corinthians 11:23-25a.  
 
Besides, as he prepared to write his final letter to Timothy, he knew his life was almost over. 
Regularly, prisoners died on their own or were taken by the guards and never came back. He 
knew he was about to be martyred. 
2 Timothy 4:6-8 “6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my 
departure has come. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the 
faith. 8 Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, will award to me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved 
his appearing.” 
 
Can you imagine being Timothy, a young man that the larger-than-life Apostle Paul had 
befriended? He had shared many of the things he had learned with you. He trusted you enough 
to send you off to Ephesus to lead that church (1 Timothy 1:3; etc.). And you know he’s in 
prison. You wonder if he’s been executed yet. And … then … you get a letter from him. 
 
Friends, this is the last letter we have from the Apostle Paul. And it is powerful. It not only was a 
valued treasure to Timothy – God is still speaking to you and me today through it. So, let’s 
spend the remainder of our time looking at the first two verses and see what we can learn. 



3 
 

 
1. The Scripture is Authoritative: I must listen and obey it 

a. V. 1 “Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God …” 
b. So, how in the world did I get the outline point heading from these introductory words? 
c. Well, if you were Timothy and you had a wonderful relationship with the Apostle Paul, 

how would you expect him to begin his letter? 
1) “Paul, your friend in the Lord.” 
2) “Paul, your grateful mentor.” 
3) But, that’s not how Paul introduces himself. 
4) V. 1 “Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God …” 

5) Why the weighty formality? 
d. Paul begins his affectionate letter to his child in the faith by identifying his own 

credentials that Timothy would have already known about. 
1) I think Paul did this because he knew that others were going to be reading this letter, 

too. 
2) But he also wanted to make it clear that he had the credentials that required Timothy 

to read the letter with seriousness and to obey it. 
e. V. 1 “Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God …” 

1) “an apostle” – one who is sent 
2) Sent? By whom? 
3) “an apostle of Christ Jesus” – He was picked by Jesus and sent out by Jesus. No doubt, 

he would have been referring back to his conversion the road to Damascus (Acts 9). 
4) “an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God” – The fact that he was chosen as an 

apostle and sent out as an apostle of Jesus was exactly what God desired. 
f. So, what does this mean? 

1) Well, when we look at the books that ended up in the New Testament, they were ALL 
written by Apostles or by men who were closely connected with those Apostles. 

2) Being an Apostle set someone up to be used by the Holy Spirit to write a book or a 
letter that would end up in Scripture. 

3) We even have an account in the New Testament by the Apostle Peter that Paul was 
writing things that were received as Scripture, God’s very words. 

4) 2 Peter 3:15-16 “15 And count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our 
beloved brother Paul also wrote to you according to the wisdom given him, 16 as he 
does in all his letters when he speaks in them of these matters. There are some things 
in them that are hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to their 
own destruction, as they do the other Scriptures.” 

5) This means that when Timothy read the letter that is now called 2 Timothy, he was to 
receive it as an authoritative Word from the Lord … and he was to obey it. 

6) And, friend, when you and I read through this book, we had better realize that it’s not 
just a friendly letter with some advice. It is God’s very Words and had better listened 
to and obeyed. 

2. The Gospel is Imperative: I must embrace it and share it 
a. 1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God according to the promise of the life 

that is in Christ Jesus, 
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b. We may look at those words and struggle to understand what Paul is saying. So, let me 
share how the New Living Translation translates this verse: 
1) 2 Timothy 1:1 (NLT): “This letter is from Paul, chosen by the will of God to be an 

apostle of Christ Jesus. I have been sent out to tell others about the life he has 
promised through faith in Christ Jesus. 

2) Paul was saying that his calling as an Apostle was because he had embraced the 
Gospel. AND, it was for the purpose of sharing the Gospel with even more people. 

c. The Gospel is the Good News that Jesus came to pay the sin debt of every single person 
who will put their trust in Him. We’re going to talk more about this in the next two 
sermons. 

d. Friend, have you been saved? Are you trusting in Jesus to make you right in God’s eyes? 
e. If so, do you share your faith with others? 

3. The Faith is Essential: I must pass it on to others 
a. V. 2 “To Timothy, my beloved child: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and 

Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
b. It’s one thing to share the Gospel. It’s quite another to see people get saved and then to 

help them grow. 
1) This is the sort of relationship that Paul and Timothy had.  
2) Paul was the seasoned follower-of-Jesus whose ability to endure torture and 

persecution repeatedly testified to the fact that he believed in the Gospel and knew 
that people desperately needed to hear it and embrace it. 

3) But, the words of our text take on a special significance when we remember that Paul 
is writing it from a Roman dungeon and he is about to be executed. 

4) He’s clearly passing on the baton to others who will pass it on to others. 
5) 2 Timothy 2:1-2 “1 You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ 

Jesus, 2 and what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust 
to faithful men, who will be able to teach others also.” 

6) We will talk more about this in next Sunday’s sermon. 
c. That is the pattern. We aren’t simply to share the Gospel. We are to then help people 

grow in their understanding of how the Gospel plays out in their life. 
 
Conclusion 
Friends, the Christianity of today is a far cry from the rugged Christianity of the first century. 
They loved their Lord. They shared the Gospel and helped others in the faith. And they were 
willing to die for their faith. 
Today, we get upset if the music isn’t to our liking, or if the décor of the sanctuary isn’t 
aesthetically pleasing, or if the preacher’s sermon leaves us feeling conviction rather than 
happiness. 
Friends, we need sold-out followers of Jesus like never before. We need men and women, boys 
and girls, who are unashamed of Jesus. We need Jesus-followers who will shine a light in a 
world that is growing darker and darker. We need more 1st century Christianity. Will it be you? 


