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“Don’t Be the Missing Link” 
2 Timothy 2:1-2 

 
Introduction 
All too often, Christians end up being a “missing link.” God has called us to grow in grace and 
then pass on the faith … but we fail to do our job and the consequences of our failure plays out 
in the next generations. 
 
I pray that by the end of this sermon you will be compelled to insist on doing your God-given 
task of growing in grace and sharing the faith with others. 
 
READ 2 Timothy 2:1-2  
 
1. Grow in Grace (v. 1) 

a. V.1 “You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus,” 
b. To understand this verse, we need to remind ourselves of what Paul had just said.  

1) Remember, the chapters and verses in our Bibles are something that were added 
much later. The divisions we currently have occurred in the 1500’s. 

2) So, when we look back at v. 15, we read that there was a great desertion in Asia 
(modern day Turkey) from Paul and the truth. 

3) Onesiphorus (v. 16-18), was the exception. 
4) Timothy was also the exception. He was the pastor of the church in Ephesus. But the 

church was extremely difficult to lead. 
a) Persecution and death were looming possibilities. 
b) There were people in the church who were teaching error (1 Timothy 1:3).  
c) He was also told to “not be ashamed of the Gospel” and “God hasn’t given us the 

spirit of fear.” Apparently, Timothy was struggling. 
d) And Paul wanted to encourage him because he was one of the few rays of hope as 

Paul awaited his execution. Paul had passed the faith on to Timothy and he desired 
for Timothy to pass it on to others. 

e) But, in vs. 1, we hear Paul tell Timothy that he cannot continue on his own. He 
needed to keep growing spiritually. 

c. First of all, we ALL need to “be strengthened” just like Timothy. 
1) Life is hard.  
2) Life is filled with temptations. 

d. The strength we need comes from Jesus, not us. 
1) V.1 “You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus,” 

e. How to “be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus.” 
1) Acknowledge your deficiency. 

a) John 15:5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, 
he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.” 

b) Friend, Jesus isn’t going to strengthen YOU. Why? Because He’s not going to do 
something that would cause you to fail to glorify God. (“Look at me!”) 
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c) When we look at the pattern all throughout the Bible, we see God putting men and 
women in situations where they knew they were in over their heads. 

d) “God, if you don’t help me, I’m sunk.” 
e) The Israelites depending upon God each morning for manna. If they gathered more 

than a day’s food, it rotted the next day. 
f) Jesus told us to express our dependence upon God in our prayers: “Give us this day 

our daily bread,” (Matthew 6:11). 
g) Is this easy? No! It is within the human spirit to want to feel in control of things. 

When you feel as if you are in a situation that you cannot fix, it can cause panic, 
anxiety, and all sorts of other things. But, honestly, those times are a gift. God 
wants us to realize that apart from Him, we really cannot do anything. 

h) God doesn’t like it when we say: “I’ve got this.” But He loves it when we say, like 
the old hymn: “I need thee oh I need thee, Every hour I need thee, Oh bless me now 
my savior, I come to thee. 

2) Acknowledge Jesus’ sufficiency. 
a) 2 Corinthians 12:8-10 “8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it 

should leave me. 9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power 
is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my 
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10 For the sake of 
Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and 
calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong.” 

b) This is the life of trust. We realize we desperately need the Savior. We realize that 
He gives us strength when we are weak, He develops godly character qualities 
through our trials, … on and on. Our faith in Him grows, not in our abilities but in His 
sufficiency. 

c) A parent’s job: move their child from dependence to independence. 
d) God’s job: move His child from independence to dependence upon Him. 

 
Strength is not an end in itself. It is for the purpose of living out our faith. But, living out our 
faith is not an end in itself. We should … 
2. Share the Faith (v. 2) 

a. V. 2 “and what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to 
faithful men (anthropos (pl): men and women), who will be able to teach others also.” 

b. This was specifically given to a preacher. 
1) Scripture makes it clear that preaching and teaching is the most important task of the 

Pastor. 
2) Acts 6:4 “But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 
3) 1 Timothy 5:17 “Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, 

especially those who labor in preaching and teaching.” 
4) We teach and preach so that we pass on the information to those who can take it and 

pass it on to others. 
c. But the principle of passing on the faith to others applies to everyone, not just preachers. 

1) And while we could use this text as a basis for how you disciple someone else, I want 
to hone in on the family. 
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2) Honestly, I’m broken over the state of the family.  
a) Many within my own family are struggling through life because of the years of 

abuse that ended in divorce. Or bad parenting. Or any number of other problems. 
b) I look around me and see the same thing. 
c) A large percentage of marriages end in divorce … or the marriage is still intact but 

isn’t a source of happiness. 
d) Children grow up, leave home, and leave the faith. 
e) Many grandparents end up raising their grandkids because there was a missing link. 
f) The homes of some people who profess to be followers of Jesus are in shambles. 
g) It shouldn’t be this way! 

3) So, let’s apply this principle to our homes. 
d. Steps to pass on the faith to your children. 

1) Live it! 
a) Ezra 7:10 “For Ezra had set his heart to study the Law of the LORD, and to do it and 

to teach his statutes and rules in Israel.” 
b) You have to study God’s Word before you can do it. And you must do it before you 

have the credibility to teach it. 
c) This is what we saw in 2 Timothy 2:1. Timothy was first called to live out his faith in 

the strength of Christ Jesus. THEN, he was called to pass it on. 
d) We have no credibility to pass on God’s Word if we aren’t living it out. 
e) Imagine a commercial on tv where someone is advertising tooth paste … and their 

teeth are yellow. 
f) Or imagine someone comes up to you and gives you unsolicited advice on how to 

raise your kids … and their kids are out of control. 
g) No credibility. 
h) Parents, if you want your kids to take your seriously as you pass on the faith, they 

need to see you living out your faith. Otherwise, they will see you as a hypocrite. 
2) Create a Bible-centered environment 

a) Deuteronomy 11:18 “You shall therefore lay up these words of mine in your heart 
and in your soul, and you shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be 
as frontlets between your eyes.” 

b) Deuteronomy 11:20 “You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on 
your gates,” 

c) When people walk into your home, the way you have decorated your house will tell 
them a lot about you. It will tell them what you value. (Pictures of your family, 
mounted deer head, location of your television and where seats are aimed, etc.) 

d) When we read the previous passages, we hear the Lord telling the Israelites to put 
His Word in places where it would be readily visible. Not only were they to put 
Scripture in their “heart and in (their) soul,” they were to put it on their hands and 
between their eyes. Further, they were to “write them on the doorposts of (their) 
house” and “on (their) gates.” 

e) You want to pass your faith on to your children and grandchildren? Then put 
Scripture all over your house. Hang it in frames. Put it over the mantle. Put it on 
your mirrors. 
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f) Just create an environment where Scripture is seen to be very important to you. 
3) Teach it 

a) You can’t pass it on unless you are talking about it.  
b) Deuteronomy 11:19 “You shall teach them to your children, talking of them when 

you are sitting in your house, and when you are walking by the way, and when you 
lie down, and when you rise.” 

c) It’s been my observation that “devotional times” were always a struggle. Our family 
always ended up getting upset while we were trying to do a good thing. 

d) But, when we read the previous verse, we see that God’s Word is to be taught to 
our children when we are “sitting,” “walking,” “lying down,” and when you “rise.” 
Essentially, talk about God’s Word all of the time to your children. 

e) So, Kim and I speak God’s Word into situations as they arise. 
f) If our boys do something wrong, they are probably going to hear Scripture. If they 

ask for our counsel, they are probably going to hear Scripture. 
g) Sometimes, it isn’t word-for-word from the Bible. Instead, it is a biblical principle. 
h) In order for you to do this, YOU HAVE GOT TO BE IN GOD’S WORD! 

4) Be honest about your struggles 
a) Besides your spouse, your kids are probably going to know you better than anyone 

else. Others know what you’re like when you get cleaned up and make yourself 
presentable. Your kids know what you’re like behind closed doors. 

b) So, as you teach God’s Word to them, acknowledge your faults and failures. 
c) James 5:16 “Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, 

that you may be healed…” 
d) If you got upset and said some harsh things to your kids, you need to own it. You 

need to confess it to them without making excuses, ask them to forgive you (and 
give them time to forgive), and say that you are working with Jesus to get control of 
that problem. 

e) Whatever the offense, if your kids saw it happen, you owe it to them to confess it to 
them. If you are honest with them about your struggles, it will generally ELEVATE 
their view of you. 

e. Friends, if you want to work toward your own happiness, then you MUST pass the faith 
onto your kids. Don’t be the missing link. 
1) 3 John 4 “I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth.” 
2) When you are old and gray, it will bring you such happiness to see your children and 

your grandchildren following after Jesus and reaping the rewards of doing that. 
3) Do you want to work for a reason to be happy in your old age? Pass on your faith! 

 
Conclusion 
Friend, are you really a Jesus-follower? Then do what Jesus has called you to do. Live out your 
faith in the power of Jesus, and then pass the faith on to the next generation. 
 
2 Timothy 2:1-2 “You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus, and 
what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men, who 
will be able to teach others also.” 


