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"Jesus, the Resurrection, and Your Eternal Destiny" 
2 Timothy 2:8-13 

 

Introduction 

This past summer, a couple made it financially possible for Kim and I to visit the country of 

Israel. It is a trip that brought much of the Bible to life as I walked in the places where many of 

the Biblical events happened. 

I’ll never forget visiting what is called “The Garden Tomb.” There is ample evidence to suspect 

that it may have been where Jesus’ body was placed after His crucifixion and the place that was 

vacated early that Sunday morning. 

Kim and I were able to step inside that tomb to view it. As I was coming out, someone who was 

about to step inside asked me: “What’s in there?” I said: “There’s nothing in there. It’s empty.” 

We both gave each other a knowing smile. 

As we celebrate the fact that Jesus rose from the dead today, we’re going to look at what that 

empty tomb means for us. It’s not just a fascinating story. It has moral implications that we had 

better take seriously. 

READ 2 Timothy 2:8-13 

1. Remember Jesus Christ, Risen from the Dead 

a. 8 “Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead…” 

b. The resurrection is a historically proven fact. (Last Easter [2018], I preached a sermon 

entitled: “Is Jesus’ Resurrection Provable?” We looked at 7 convincing proofs. I will make 

those sermon notes available on my website later today.) 

1) We don’t have time to go into all of those proofs today but let’s look quickly at just a 

few: 

a) The difference in the 4 Gospel accounts (clearly, no collaboration). 

b) Women were the first to see the empty tomb (wouldn’t hold up in court). 

c) A woman was the first to see the resurrected Jesus (discrediting). 

d) The Apostles ran like cowards before his crucifixion but stood like giants afterwards 

(something(!) happened). 

e) Paul’s claim that eyewitnesses could validate it. (1 Corinthians 15:6) 

c. Christianity rises and falls on the resurrection. 

1) 1 Corinthians 15:14 (CSB): “and if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation is 

in vain, and so is your faith.” 

2) If the resurrection didn’t happen, then your faith is in a dead man. 

3) But, instead, Jesus defeated sin on the cross and defeated death by vacating the tomb 

3 days later. You aren’t simply forgiven and declared righteous. Your eventual death 
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has been turned into a doorway of victory. When God calls you home, you will close 

your eyes here and lift them in the presence of Jesus. 

d. Friend, the resurrection shouldn’t be something we only think about on Easter Sunday. 

The fact that we gather each week on Sunday morning is intended to be a reminder. You 

serve a risen Savior who has conquered sin and death for you, bringing peace between 

you and God the Father.  

2. Remember Jesus Christ, the Son of David 

a. 8 “Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead and descended from David, …” 

b. There are two things that are stressed in these words: 

c. Jesus was fully man: 

1) He was God who took on flesh. 

a) Philippians 2:5-8 “5 Adopt the same attitude as that of Christ Jesus, 6 who, existing 

in the form of God, did not consider equality with God as something to be 

exploited. 7 Instead he emptied himself by assuming the form of a servant, taking 

on the likeness of humanity. And when he had come as a man, 8 he humbled 

himself by becoming obedient to the point of death — even to death on a cross.”  

2) This was absolutely essential.  

a) In order for Him to fix what Adam, the first man messed up, He had to come as a 

man like Adam.  

b) And in order to die as our substitute, to pay our sin debt, He had to have a body like 

ours. 

d. Jesus is the long-awaited King 

1) The 1st century Jews were waiting for a King. They were looking for the one to fulfill 

the promise that God made to King David. 

2) Through the prophet Nathan, God told David: 

a) 2 Samuel 7:12-13 “When your time comes and you rest with your fathers, I will 

raise up after you your descendant, who will come from your body, and I will 

establish his kingdom. He is the one who will build a house for my name, and I will 

establish the throne of his kingdom forever.” 

3) Jesus was the promised King! 

a) It’s interesting that the very first thing that Jesus said as He began His ministry was:  

b) Matthew 4:17 “From then on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, because the kingdom 

of heaven has come near.’””  

c) What’s the Kingdom of Heaven? It’s the reign of Christ in the life of the child of God. 

d) If you are saved, you are in the Kingdom. And that means that Jesus is your King. 

And that means that you follow His orders. He’s in charge. 

e) But our King is the one who loved us so much He gave His life for us, to pay our sin 

debt. He isn’t a brutal tyrant. He love us more than we could possibly imagine. 

f) This is the Gospel. 

3. Remember the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
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a. 8 Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead and descended from David, according to 

my gospel, 9 for which I suffer to the point of being bound like a criminal. But the word of 

God is not bound.  

1) Paul celebrated the fact that while he was in chains, sentenced to die, the Gospel was 

not chained.  

a) Men, like Timothy, and women had the Gospel and could share it with anyone and 

everyone. 

b) Men and women, boys and girls, could be told how they could be forgiven by a holy 

God, come into favor with Him, and spend eternity with Him. 

b. 10 This is why I endure all things for the elect: so that they also may obtain salvation, 

which is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory.  

1) Paul said that the Gospel was worth it! He would do it all over again if it meant getting 

the message of the Gospel out. 

2) What’s so special about the Gospel? 

3) All of us are sinners. 

a) Romans 3:23 “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 

b) Anyone told a lie, been angry, had thoughts of lust? 

4) God is love, but we aren’t the only thing He loves. He also loves justice 

a) Acts 17:30-31 “30 Therefore, having overlooked the times of ignorance, God now 

commands all people everywhere to repent, 31 because he has set a day when he is 

going to judge the world in righteousness by the man he has appointed. He has 

provided proof of this to everyone by raising him from the dead.”  

5) God sent Jesus to pay the sin debt of every single person that will believe 

a) Romans 5:8 “But God proves his own love for us in that while we were still sinners, 

Christ died for us.” 

b) John 3:16 “For God loved the world in this way: He gave his one and only Son, so 

that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.” 

c. Paul finishes with what is thought to have been a hymn that the early church sang: 

1) 11 “This saying is trustworthy:” (you can take it to the bank!) 

2) “For if we died with him, we will also live with him;”  

a) Salvation isn’t just a decision. It isn’t simply a prayer. 

b) It is a New Birth. Old things pass away. 

c) Essentially, you die to yourself and your life is no longer about you. You don’t even 

belong to you anymore.  

d) Colossians 3:3 “For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.” 

e) 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 “… You are not your own, for you were bought at a price. So 

glorify God with your body.”  

f) If we have died with him and our life is no longer our own, we will live with him. If 

you simply prayed a prayer and you are living for yourself, you need to trust in Jesus 

for salvation. 

3) 12 “if we endure, we will also reign with him;”  
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a) Endure?! I thought we simply rested in grace. 

b) Well, it’s true that we rest in grace but true saving grace is revealed when we 

continue with Jesus. This is a message Jesus gave quite often. 

c) Matthew 10:22 “You will be hated by everyone because of my name. But the one 

who endures to the end will be saved.” 

d) Matthew 24:13 “But the one who endures to the end will be saved.” 

e) John 8:31 “Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, ‘If you continue in my 

word, you really are my disciples.’” 

f) Apostle Paul: Acts 14:21-22 “21 After they had preached the gospel in that town 

and made many disciples, they returned to Lystra, to Iconium, and to Antioch, 

22 strengthening the disciples by encouraging them to continue in the faith and by 

telling them, ‘It is necessary to go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of 

God.’” 

g) Does this mean we have to work at enduring to be saved? No! It’s grace.  

h) But, endurance in the faith is an attribute of real saving grace. If you are truly a 

recipient of God’s grace and have trusted in Jesus to save you, you WILL endure. 

4) “if we deny him, he will also deny us;”  

a) This is the negative side of enduring. If someone never gives their life to Jesus or 

someone demonstrates that they never received saving grace by rejecting Jesus 

with their words or lifestyle, then Jesus will deny that He ever knew them. 

b) It’s not talking about the denial of Peter. That happened but then Peter was 

overwhelmed with grief. He testified that even in that denial, He loved the Lord. 

And, he came back to Jesus! This demonstrated saving grace. 

5) 13 “if we are faithless, he remains faithful, for he cannot deny himself.”  

a) This is still talking about those who deny. It’s talking about the one who never 

exercised saving faith. 

b) Jesus will remain faithful. He is honest and holy and righteous and He must punish 

sinners. 

Conclusion 

Friend, Jesus came to earth as a man, died on the cross as a substitute for anyone who trusts in 

Him, and then vacated the tomb to conquer sin and the grave. 

Where you will spend eternity has everything to do with what you do with Jesus. Won’t you 

trust in Him right now? 


