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“Some Instructions for Your Pastor” 
2 Timothy 2:14-19 

 
Introduction 
I once heard of a preacher who had a church member who just wasn’t taking his walk with 
Jesus seriously. So, the preacher couldn’t help but keep that man in mind every time he 
prepared his sermons and every time he got up to preach. 
But, after he delivered every sermon, that man would come by, shake the preacher’s hand and 
say: “You let ‘em have it today, didn’t you, Preacher?” 
Finally, there was one service where that man was the only one in attendance. The preacher 
preached an let the guy have it. When the sermon was over, the guy walked by and said: 
“Preacher, if only they had been here to hear it.” 
 
We have a tendency to listen to sermons and think of other people who needed to hear it. 
Well, today, the Scripture is one of those kind of sermons. The sermon actually speaks directly 
to some of the responsibilities of pastors. So, the application is directly attached to me. 
 
But this is applicable to you because this is what you should expect and demand from your 
pastor. 
 
One final thing: rather than begin each point with “I must…”, I have reverted to the third 
person. Let’s talk about the position of Pastor, not me as an individual. 
 
READ 2 Timothy 2:14-19 
 
1. He Must Remind You of What You Should Already Know (v. 14) 

a. V. 14 “Remind them of these things, …” 
1) There is the tendency when we show up to church and listen to what the preacher is 

saying think: “I’ve heard this before.” 
a) Because we think we’ve heard it, we block it out. 
b) We think about what we’re going to eat for lunch, or what we’re going to do the 

next week, or we stare at our phones. 
2) Honestly, if you are taking your walk with Jesus seriously and are spending much time 

in the Word, then much of what I will say is simply a reminder to you. 
3) Yet, a preacher’s call to “remind” folks is thoroughly biblical. 

a) Romans 15:15 “Nevertheless, I have written to remind you more boldly on some 
points because of the grace given me by God” 

b) 1 Corinthians 4:17 “This is why I have sent Timothy to you. He is my dearly loved 
and faithful child in the Lord. He will remind you about my ways in Christ Jesus, just 
as I teach everywhere in every church.” 

c) Titus 3:1 “Remind them to submit to rulers and authorities, to obey, to be ready for 
every good work,” 

d) 2 Peter 1:12 “Therefore I will always remind you about these things, even though 
you know them and are established in the truth you now have.” 
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4) Honestly, we need to be reminded. 
a) Life is so chaotic. There are so many things that seek to grab our attention. 
b) So, we need someone to keep pointing to what is priority and what is important. 

We need someone to remind us of the truth of God’s Word and to call us back to 
what is really important. 

c) This is a major task of the Pastor. 
2. He Must Warn You to Avoid What is Useless and Harmful (v. 14) 

a. V. 14 “Remind them of these things, and charge them before God not to fight about 
words. This is useless and leads to the ruin of those who listen.” 

b. In this text, we understand the Apostle Paul to be telling Timothy to warn his 
congregation about useless arguments with false teachers. 
1) It was a debate that nobody won.  
2) It’s like so many of the arguments I heard in the halls of seminary. Two guys would 

argue over theological minutia, something that really wasn’t that important, but they 
would argue. All it did was cause those of us who passed to lose respect for them. 

3) We’re talking about engaging in things that may not necessarily be sin. But it just looks 
bad and produces nothing good. Pastors are to speak into situations like this. 

c. The Apostle Paul once did this. 
1) Galatians 2:11-14 “11 But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face 

because he stood condemned. 12 For he regularly ate with the Gentiles before certain 
men came from James. However, when they came, he withdrew and separated 
himself, because he feared those from the circumcision party. 13 Then the rest of the 
Jews joined his hypocrisy, so that even Barnabas was led astray by their hypocrisy. 
14 But when I saw that they were deviating from the truth of the gospel, I told Cephas 
in front of everyone, ‘If you, who are a Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how 
can you compel Gentiles to live like Jews?’”  

2) Peter could eat with whoever he wanted to eat with. Yet, his actions were sending a 
signal that one group of Christians was more important than another. Paul confronted 
him. 

d. So, if a pastor sees a member of his congregation engaging in something that isn’t good 
for that believer or isn’t good for other believers, the pastor is supposed to step in and 
warn the member to stop doing that thing, whatever it is. 

e. In our growing anti-authority culture, this is an unpopular truth. But I’m going to be held 
accountable on the Day of Judgment for myself, my family, AND the churches I have 
pastored. 
1) Hebrews 13:17 “Obey your leaders and submit to them, since they keep watch over 

your souls as those who will give an account, so that they can do this with joy and not 
with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you.” 

3. He Must Accurately Teach God’s Word (v. 15) 
a. V. 15 “Be diligent to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who doesn’t need 

to be ashamed, correctly teaching the word of truth.” 
b. Paul called Timothy to be diligent (lit. passionate) to do his task in such a way that he 

gained God’s approval.  
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1) He wanted Timothy to do his task as a pastor in such a way that he not be ashamed on 
the Day of Judgment but, instead, hear Jesus’ affirmation: “Well done!” 

2) How was Timothy to gain God’s approval and not be ashamed? “Correctly teaching the 
word of truth.” 

c. We are in a very troubling era of Christendom right now here in America. 
1) Quite a few years ago, we observed that a large segment of American Christians 

selected where they would attend church based upon the music style, not the 
preaching. 

2) And, then, added to that, we then heard that people are looking for a church to meet 
their needs. By that, they don’t mean the preached and taught Word. They are 
referring to programs. (Youth ministry, children’s ministry, ladies ministry, men’s …) 

3) A healthy church should have excellence in music and provide whatever programs 
would help people to become more like Jesus. But … 

d. The Bible places clear priority on the ministry of the Word. 
1) While the book of Acts and the rest of the New Testament doesn’t tell us about a 

church’s music program, or men’s ministries, or children’s programs, or any number of 
other things we do these days, it does constantly highlight preaching. 

2) When the leaders of the first church in Jerusalem were confronted with an injustice 
within the church, they told the church: Acts 6:3-4 “Brothers and sisters, select from 
among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Spirit and wisdom, whom we can 
appoint to this duty. But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the 
word.” 

3) 2 Timothy 4:1-3 “1 I solemnly charge you before God and Christ Jesus, who is going to 
judge the living and the dead, and because of his appearing and his kingdom: 2 Preach 
the word; be ready in season and out of season; rebuke, correct, and encourage with 
great patience and teaching. 3 For the time will come when people will not tolerate 
sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, will multiply teachers for 
themselves because they have an itch to hear what they want to hear.” 

4) While there are many other tasks that a pastor must do, none is so important as the 
time he spends in his study preparing to preach and teach God’s Word and then when 
he proclaims it to God’s people. 

4. He Must Actively Fight Off Heresy (v. 16-18) 
a. V. 16-18 “16 Avoid irreverent and empty speech, since those who engage in it will 

produce even more godlessness, 17 and their teaching will spread like gangrene. 
Hymenaeus and Philetus are among them. 18 They have departed from the truth, saying 
that the resurrection has already taken place, and are ruining the faith of some.” 

b. While in verse 14 he warned not to engage in useless activity, here we are told that the 
pastor must actively fight off teaching that goes against Scripture. 
1) In his first letter to Timothy, Paul said: (1 Timothy 6:20): “Timothy, guard what has 

been entrusted to you, avoiding irreverent and empty speech and contradictions from 
what is falsely called knowledge.” 

2) The church in general and the pastor in particular is to guard the truth. We are to 
proclaim it and call out error if we ever see it in our midst. 
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3) If I hear that someone in our Bible study classes is teaching things that go against what 
we have agreed to believe as a church, then its my job to confront them. 

4) If I see something that is negatively affecting those in the churches I pastor, then I 
must address it. 
a) I have addressed everything from the false Gospel that says you can get to Heaven 

without a changed life. I’ve dealt with the heresy of the health and wealth so-called 
Gospel. 

b) It’s my job to point out error. But it’s all the better if there is a growing number of 
people in the church that can point out error, too. 

5. He Must Encourage Holiness (v. 19) 
a. V. 19 “Nevertheless, God’s solid foundation stands firm, bearing this inscription: The Lord 

knows those who are his, and let everyone who calls on the name of the Lord turn away 
from wickedness.”  

b. If a pastor is true to his calling, he cannot simply get up and preach a few times a week 
and periodically do hospital visits. His passion should be to do whatever he can to help 
people enjoy their relationship with the Lord and “turn away from wickedness.” 
1) This is why Sunday night’s and Wednesday night’s Bible studies are interactive. I don’t 

want to just teach at you again. I want us to discuss God’s Word together and discover 
its truths together. 

2) This is why I write prolifically on my website. Ever day since January 1, I have written a 
daily devotion from Scripture. I want to keep getting Scripture out there for people to 
feast on. 

c. I’ve used this verse before when talking about my boys… 
1) 3 John 4 “I have no greater joy than this: to hear that my children are walking in truth.” 
2) But, if you have read the three letters of John, you realize that his uses the 

designation, “children,” to refer to those who he was spiritually responsible for. 
3) One of the greatest joys of pastoring is realizing that some people were really listening.  

a) You fed them God’s Word and they developed the ability to feed themselves, too. 
b) They put the words of Scripture into practice and their marriages are better. 
c) Their families are Christ-honoring, happier, and healthier. 
d) They are living in Christ’s love for them and have gotten over anxiety or depression. 
e) And to know that you had something to do with that! There’s no greater joy. 

 
Conclusion 
Friend, I realize that this sermon has primarily been about me, your pastor. These are 5 things 
you should look for and demand in your pastor. 
 
But I never know how God is working when I preach. There could be someone in this room right 
now who needs to give your heart to Jesus… 


