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"A Call to Finish Well" 
2 Timothy 4:6-8 

 
Introduction 
As I my time here at Westside is coming to a conclusion, I wanted to skip ahead in our study in 
the book of 2 Timothy. Because I want us to focus on a theme that affects every single one of 
us. 
 
One day, friend, you will stand before Jesus. With His all-seeing eyes, He will assess your life. 
Not one single detail will be left unnoticed. And while so may so-called Christians are living for 
this life, the call to follow Jesus means that we must live for the next life. We must live in such a 
way that our Lord tells us “Well done!” 
 
So, how do you live that way? How do you live a life of purpose that gains Jesus’ affirmation 
when we stand before Him? That is the question that our text answers this morning. 
 
READ 2 Timothy 4:6-8 
 
1. Live with Your Death in Mind (v. 6) 

a. V. 6 “For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time for my departure 
is close.” 

b. Paul was sitting in a Roman jail. He knew that he wouldn’t get out alive. And so he was 
living every moment as if it would be his last. 

c. But, this wasn’t something that was limited to Paul’s experience in jail. His life was 
characterized by eyes that were viewing the finish line. 
1) 2 Corinthians 4:17-18 “For our momentary light affliction is producing for us an 

absolutely incomparable eternal weight of glory. So we do not focus on what is seen, 
but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.” 

2) Philippians 1:21-23 “For me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. Now if I live on in the 
flesh, this means fruitful work for me; and I don’t know which one I should choose. I 
am torn between the two. I long to depart and be with Christ—which is far better—" 

3) Colossians 3:1-2 “So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things above, where 
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on 
earthly things.” 

4) While Paul wasn’t hastening his death, he wasn’t afraid of it. In fact, he was looking 
forward to the day when Jesus would call him home to be with Him forever. 

5) And this provided him with the motivation to live a life that was sold out for Jesus. 
d. In Steven Covey’s book, “The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People,” he noted that we 

needed to begin with the end in mind.  
1) By this, he meant that you are to imagine yourself at your funeral. Imagine that people 

have gathered around and are saying things about you. What would you want them to 
say as they reflect on your life? 

2) Whatever those things are, make it your goal to work toward those things. 
e. I believe this to be a biblical principle. 
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1) Over and over in the New Testament, we are told that there is a Day of Judgment 
coming. 

2) Acts 17:30-31: “Therefore, having overlooked the times of ignorance, God now 
commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has set a day when he is going 
to judge the world in righteousness by the man he has appointed. He has provided 
proof of this to everyone by raising him from the dead.”  

3) Don’t you want to hear Jesus say, “Well done!”? If so, and if you are a Christian you 
WILL want this, then let your desire to hear Him say that motivate you to live your life 
for Him, to do the things that will gain His approval on the day that you stand before 
Him. 

f. Imagine that it’s time for the Murray Half Marathon.  
1) Hundreds of runners are making their way through our city. 
2) But, imagine that as you stand on the sidelines, you see runners who stop on the side 

of the road as they pass their homes. One of them walks to the shed, pulls out their 
lawn mower, and begins to mow their lawn. Another stops their home and throws a 
frisbee with their dog. Another goes around to their back deck and begins to grill 
hamburgers. 

3) You would be shocked. Sure, those are worthy activities … but now is not the time for 
that! There is a race, they signed up for the race, and they are simply being distracted 
from their primary goal. 

g. Friend, when you got saved, you entered the race! 
1) You goal is to be like Jesus, to serve Him, and to get His affirmation at the end of the 

race when you arrive in Heaven. 
2) If your mind isn’t on the prize, if you aren’t thinking about your death and the 

Judgment, you will allow your life to be distracted by things that will keep you from 
gaining the affirmation of Jesus. 

3) So, keep your eyes on the prize. Life with your death and the Judgment in mind! 
2. Live Life with Purpose and Gusto (v. 7) 

a. V. 7 “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.” 
b. Having arrived at the end of his life, Paul looked back and celebrated what God had done 

through him. He had been victorious over life’s struggles 
1) Paul “fought the good fight” which implies that life wasn’t easy. 
2) 1 Timothy 6:12 “Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of eternal life to which you 

were called and about which you have made a good confession in the presence of 
many witnesses.” 

3) Realize that it’s easy to reject Jesus and be ashamed of him. Unbelievers do it every 
day. 

4) But, if you are to take Jesus seriously and strive to conform your thinking and behavior 
to Scripture, you will stick out like a sore thumb at school, at work, with some of your 
current friends, and maybe in your home. It will be hard. You might be mocked, 
criticized, and ostracized. 

5) But, do it anyway because Jesus is worth it. Realize that the life of following Jesus will 
be a battle and you will need to suit up in the Christian armor of Ephesians 6. However, 
soon and very soon you will be standing before Jesus.  
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a) Stand up, stand up for Jesus, The strife will not be long;  
b) This day the noise of battle, The next the victor's song. 
c) To him that overcomething, A crown of life shall be;  
d) They with the King of Glory Shall reign eternally. 

c. Complete your God-given tasks 
1) Paul “finished the race.” This means that he completed the tasks God had given to 

him. 
2) What are the tasks that God has given to us?  

a) Pursuing holiness 
b) Living out your faith at school and work 
c) Cultivating a godly marriage that lasts a lifetime  
d) Raising godly children 
e) Etc. 

d. Protect and persevere in Biblical truth 
1) Paul “kept the faith.” He didn’t reject it or neglect it. Instead, he studied it, lived it, and 

taught it. 
2) Friend, you have GOT to be in your Bibles. Too many so-called Christians are not 

reading their Bibles and are simply making up the rules. And, in our current culture, 
the rules boil down to one: be nice! In this culture, so many find it appalling for others 
to speak the hard truths to each other. We have gotten so far away from biblical 
Christianity. 

3) We are only one generation away from boys and girls who do not know the truths of 
Scripture. 

4) Judges 2:10 “That whole generation was also gathered to their ancestors. After them 
another generation rose up who did not know the LORD or the works he had done for 
Israel.” 

5) Parents, you need to study God’s Word and teach it to your children. 
6) And, then we need to live out the faith and be willing to share it with whoever we 

come in contact with. 
3. Anticipate the Rewards for Finishing Well (v. 8) 

a. V. 8 “There is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, will give me on that day, and not only to me, but to all those who have loved his 
appearing.” 

b. There are many kinds of crowns that will be rewarded in Heaven. 
c. But it seems that this is a crown that represents the fact that we will finally have the 

practical righteousness of Christ. 
1) We will forever only desire to do what is right. 
2) No more sin. No more guilt. No more discipline or consequences. 
3) Only unbroken fellowship with Jesus as we live for Him. 

d. But who gets this crown? Who will live forever in Heaven? 
1) “all those who have loved his appearing.” 
2) Those who are looking for the return of Jesus. Those who are living their life in light of 

the fact that Jesus could come back at any time! 
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3) 1 Timothy 6:11-14 “11 But you, man of God, flee from these things, and pursue 
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, and gentleness. 12 Fight the good 
fight of the faith. Take hold of eternal life to which you were called and about which 
you have made a good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 13 In the 
presence of God, who gives life to all, and of Christ Jesus, who gave a good confession 
before Pontius Pilate, I charge you 14 to keep this command without fault or failure 
until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 
Conclusion 
What about you, friend? Are you living day-to-day? Are you living only for this life? Or are you 
living each day in light of the fact that Jesus is coming back and you will stand before Him to 
give an account. 
 
There are those who will hear “Well done!” and those who don’t. 
 
Right now, this may not seem that serious to you. But, one day, you will wish that you had run 
your race well. You will wish that you had lived your life in light of eternity. 
 
If you have stepped off of the race course and have gotten distracted in other things, why not 
ask for God’s forgiveness and step back into the race right now. Why not begin, once again, to 
live your life each day with your eyes fixed on Jesus. 
 
GOSPEL presentation 


