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“Called to Be Jesus’ Slaves” 
1 Corinthians 6:19-20 

 
INTRODUCTION 
When I say the word “slave,” do you immediately think that it’s a positive word or a negative 
word? Negative, of course.  
 
Maybe you have read the story of John Newton, the man who wrote the old hymn, “Amazing 
Grace.” He wrote that song because he came to a point where he was overwhelmed with how a 
holy God could forgive him for his sinfulness and crimes against humanity. You see, he owned a 
slave ship and profited from the barbaric practices of the slave trade. 
 
We are also all too familiar with our own nation’s history. We have read about the slave ships. 
We have read about how people created in God’s image were often looked upon as sub-
human. They were treated as property and not people and were often horribly abused. 
 
In fact, when we read about the central power in the New Testament times, we hear that if you 
were to walk the streets of Rome, it is quite possible that a third of the people you passed 
would be slaves … people who were owned by someone else. As we read the New Testament 
book of Philemon, we see Paul clearly using coercion to get a slave-owner to release his slave. 
 
And so, slavery, rightfully so, is extremely distasteful to us. As Christians, we passionately 
believe that Genesis 1:26-27 tells us that every single person has intrinsic value. They are to be 
treated with respect simply because they are created in the image of God. And so we will fight 
against slavery anywhere we see it. 
 
But then we realize as we read God’s Word that there must be something that we are missing. 
In John 15:15, Jesus told his disciples that He would no longer call them slaves (doulos) but 
friends. Yet, when we see how many of the New Testament writers introduce themselves in 
their letters, it’s almost as if they are bragging about being a slave of Jesus. 
 
Romans 1:1 “Paul, a servant (doulos) of Christ Jesus…” (NLT got it right) 
Philippians 1:1 “Paul and Timothy, servants (doulos) of Christ Jesus…” 
Titus 1:1 “Paul, a servant (doulos) of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ…” 
James 1:1 “James, a servant (doulos) of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ…” 
2 Peter 1:1 “Simeon Peter, a servant (doulos) and an apostle of Jesus Christ…” 
Jude 1:1 “Jude, a servant (doulos) of Jesus Christ and a brother of James…” 
Revelation 1:1 “The revelation of Jesus Christ that God gave him to show his servants (doulos) 
what must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant (doulos) 
John,” 
 
Apparently, there is something they knew that we don’t know. Let’s investigate… 
Read 1 Corinthians 6:19-20  
Let’s talk about the benefits of being God’s slave before we talk about the requirements: 
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1. What are the benefits of being Jesus’ slave? 

a. Our worth is established 
1) “You were bought at a price.” 
2) That’s slave talk! Slaves would be put in a public place and put up for sale. The highest 

bidder tended to be the one who purchased the slave as their own property. A slave’s 
worth would be determined by what someone was willing to pay for them.  

3) This is also true of anything else. 
a) Imagine that I told you that I’ve got something in my hand that I paid a quarter to 

get. How would you respond? With apathy! Why? You would immediately assume 
that what I’ve got in my hand isn’t worth much. Why? Because I didn’t spend much.  

b) But, let’s say that I’ve got something in my hand that was purchased in May 2016 at 
Christie’s in Geneva for $50.6 million, would you be interested? Of course you 
would. Someone, by their purchase in 2016, said that the Oppenheimer Blue 
diamond was worth $50.6 million. Its value was set by what someone was willing to 
pay for it. 

c) The value of something is set at what someone is willing to pay for it. 
4) Friend, if you are saved, “you were bought at a price.” And you are only worth what 

someone is willing to pay for you. 
a) 1 Peter 1:18-19 (CSB): “For you know that you were redeemed from your empty 

way of life inherited from your fathers, not with perishable things like silver or gold, 
but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of an unblemished and spotless 
lamb. 

b) You weren’t purchased with trivial stuff like silver or gold. You were purchased with 
the life of God’s own Son! The infinite God gave His own life for YOU! So, my friend, 
because of Jesus and the price He paid for you, YOU are of infinite value! 

c) If someone asks you how you feel and you say, “I feel like a million bucks,” you’re 
grossly underestimating your value. 

d) And when we acknowledge that we aren’t worthy of such a price, we will drop to 
our knees in humility and gratitude … which is a VERY good thing. 

5) NEVER, EVER look down on yourself or anyone else who is saved. Not only has every 
single person been created in the image of God (Genesis 1:26-27), those who are 
saved have been purchased with Jesus’ life. Without exaggeration, followers of Jesus 
are of infinite value. 

b. Our significance is established 
1) As slaves of God, is there anything significant about us. Our worth is set but is there 

any substance to our worth? Is there any reason why such a high price is set upon us? 
2) Well, first and foremost, our value is placed upon us simply because God chose us. 
3) But there is something very significant and substantive about us. It’s because of who 

resides inside of us. 
a) When I lived in Memphis and was going to seminary, there were thousands upon 

thousands of houses in the Memphis metro area. But there was one particular 
house that was of worldwide acclaim. It wasn’t because it was made of better 
materials. It wasn’t because of location. It was because of who had lived there – 
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Elvis Presley. Because Elvis had lived in that house, a lot of people would take the 
trek to Memphis each year just to look at that old house. 

b) You see, the one who lives in the house gave the house value. 
c) So, if you are saved, who lives inside of you? 
d) 1 Corinthians 6:19 “Don’t you know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit 

who is in you, whom you have from God? …” 
e) God takes up residence inside of you when you get saved! That’s not theory. That’s 

not hyperbole. You, my friend, have God literally residing inside of you. 
4) Knowing that God has made us His home, what should that do to us? 

a) Humble us and move us to worship. 
b) Because we realize that apart from Him, we are nothing. We’re just dust, made 

from the earth and our bodies will go back to the earth when we die. 
c) 2 Corinthians 4:7 “Now we have this treasure in clay jars, so that this extraordinary 

power may be from God and not from us.” 
d) What are we filled with? The Holy Spirit! 

c. So, being God’s slaves, we see that we have been bought with an incredible price and our 
significance lies in the fact that He has taken up residence within us. 
1) There is so much more that is wonderfully true of us if we are slaves of Jesus. (John 

MacArthur has written an incredible book - “Slave: The Hidden Truth About Your 
Identity in Christ”) 

2) But, if there weren’t, we would have enough reason for this life and eternity to 
worship our Lord and God. 

3) So, never look down on or talk badly about yourself or any other believer. A follower 
of Christ is of infinite value. 

2. What are the requirements of being Jesus’ slave? 
a. “Glorify God with your body.” 

1) First of all, this is a call to action. It is written in the imperative mood. It’s something 
we must do. 

2) But, what does it mean? 
b. Basically, glorifying God means that we reveal, by our words and actions, who our God is 

and how wonderful He is. 
1) As you mingle with unbelieving co-workers or neighbors and you are known for being a 

hard worker, dependable, a person of integrity, and it is known that you are serious 
about your walk with God, that will glorify the Lord. It will show God to be the good 
God that He is. 

2) But, if you claim to be a follower of Jesus and you are known for having a dirty mouth 
or for being lazy or a gossip, is that glorifying the Lord? Of course not. If someone is 
not a believer, your actions will tarnish their view of God. 

c. And this takes us back to the fact that we are God’s slaves. 
1) If you could boil it down to one activity, the one thing that slaves must do is … obey! 
2) A slave doesn’t belong to himself. He belongs to his master and his sole duty is 

obedience. If his master tells him to do something, he does it. 
a) John 14:15 “If you love me, you will keep my commands.” 
b) John 15:14 “ You are my friends if you do what I command you.” 
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c) 2 John 1:6 “This is love: that we walk according to his commands…” 
3) You see, when you and I come to understand that we are slaves of Christ, we realize 

that THAT is why we see the theme of obedience so often in Scripture. We see 
commands that God has given us to obey. That’s what slaves do. 

d. But, get this! This is very important. 
1) Slaves of human masters MUST obey because they have no choice. They obey because 

they have to. 
2) Slaves of Christ obey because they WANT to. 

a) He has made so many precious promises to us, He’s purchased us with His blood, 
He’s filled us with His Holy Spirit, He has prepared our eternal home for us, He will 
share the joys of Heaven with us making us co-heirs (Romans 8:17), and so much 
more! 

b) We don’t obey out of obligation. We obey out of gratitude! 
 
Conclusion 
So, friend, what about you this morning? Are you saved? Well, God has done all of these things 
for you. Are you serving Him with your whole heart? Are you all in? Because a slave can’t serve 
two masters. 
 
Matthew 6:24 “No one can serve (douleuo) two masters, since either he will hate one and love 
the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve (douleuo) both 
God and money. 
 
Too many followers of Jesus gladly take what God has given to them but they aren’t serving 
Him. They hardly know what He has commanded because their Bibles collect dust throughout 
the week.  
 
And, too many Christians pick and choose what they will obey (they won’t steal but they will 
gossip; they won’t murder but they’ll hold onto hatred; they won’t commit adultery but they 
will consume movies and music that are filthy). 
 
Friend, are you slave a Christ? Are you all in? If not, and you want to renew your commitment 
and surrender to Christ, your master, you can do that right now even as I pray. 


